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Preparethe\Way

“And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.” (Luke 3:3)

The third chapter of Luke intro-
duces us to the work of John the
Baptist. John was a cousin to
Jesus, born in the hill country of
Judea about six months before his
more famous rel ative.

As the son of a priest, John was
supposed to enter into the work of
thetemple on histhirtieth birthday.
God, however, had different plans
for John. John grew up to be a
rough hewn character who wore
strange outfits made of camel’s
hair. Helived on adiet of locusts
and honey.

One day, John began preaching to
the people along the banks of the
Jordan River. He came as a new
sensation to the people of Judea.
Everybody wanted to hear him.
Upon hearing him they were re-
minded of the prophets of old—
Elijah, who had spoken in sen-
tences that fell like thunderbolts;
I saiah, who spoke of condemnation
and hope; and Ezekiel, whosewords
struck the heart likelightning.

And so, the people came to hear
John preach. The priestly came
from Hebron; the Pharisees came
from Jerusalem. From every city
and villagethe peoplerushed to the
desert sanctuary to hear John the
Baptist preach. The long-silent
Spirit of God was speaking. The
chain of prophecy, which seemedto
have ended four hundred years
earlier with the prophet Malachi,
had again been formed.

They gathered, trembling and awe-

struck, around this strangely
dressed man listening to his mes-
sage. “Can thisbethe dawn of the
Messiah’'scoming?’ they asked one
another. “Isthisthe Messiah who
was promised to our fathers?’ John
the Baptist very quickly renounced
their claimssaying, “| indeed baptize
you with water; but one mightier
than | comes, the latchet of whose
shoes | am not worthy to unloose:
He shall baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and with fire” (Luke 3:16).

John the Baptist was a forerunner,
that is, one who runs ahead to an-
nounce the coming of the honored
guest. Hisrole was alot like the
role of acourier for aking. When-
ever aking would proposeto tour a
part of hisdominion, hewould send
a courier ahead of him to tell the
people to prepare for his coming.
Upon hearing that the king was
coming, the people would fix the
roads, clean their houses, plant
flowers, and do all that was possible
to make everything look pretty for
thekingwhowascoming. Inaway,
John the Baptist isthat kind of cou-
rier for the King. The Messiahis
coming, and John tellsthe peopleto
get ready. Except that John doesnot
tell the people to clean up their
streets and their homes; he tells
them to clean up their lives.

A Very Simple Method

John used avery simple, timetested
method to get the people prepared
for the coming of the Christ, a
method proven over and over again
through the agesto be effective: he

preached to them. John was a
preacher, and avery powerful one,
at that.

There are many people today who
speak against the power of preach-
ing. They no longer think that
preaching isimportant, nor do they
believe that it can have any effect
on the lives of people. Some pro-
claim (yes, ironically, they preach)
that the Spirit of God has left the
church and preaching is no longer
valid. There arethose who would
liketo put amoratorium on preach-
ing and suggest that the evening
worship service should be spent
doing something el se.

| would argue that for preaching
that is careless and half-hearted
we do not need amoratorium—we
need amorgue. But to say that we
need amoratorium onall preaching
isto have alack of understanding
for the power of the spoken word.

The power of the spoken word is
incredible. If youwould read about
theimpact that mighty oratorshave
upon their audiences, you would
not doubt the power contained in
the spoken word.  Winston
Churchill inspired peopleto heroic
resistance through his speeches.
Who can forget thewords of Presi-
dent F. Roosevelt’s inaugural ad-
dressin 1933: “Wehave nothingto
fear, but fear itself”? Adolph Hitler
aroused the German people
through his speechesand led them
to a destructive and demonic na-
tionalism long before the United
States and Canada ever became
involved in World War I1.

Some will arguethat that does not
happen anymore. Tell that to the
peoplewho participated in Promise
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Theword “repent” has fallen on hard times
today. It hasbecome so watered down that we
hardly know the meaning of the word anymore.

Keepers or aRight to Life March
in Washington, D.C.. Tell that to
young peopl e after they returnfrom
an RY Sconvention. Say what you
will about televangelists, but you
have to admit that they captivate
their audience. They know the
power of speech and they useit to
their advantage.

Add to that power of speech the
power of the Holy Spirit, and you
will understand the power of John
the Baptist’s preaching. People
came from far and wide to hear
him. The messagethat hewaspro-
claiming was the message of God:
“Repent and be forgiven.” John
called the people to repent from
their sinsand to sin no more.

In repentance the peopl e professed
their sinsand they would promiseto
makegood all their evil deeds. The
richwere called upon to sharewith
the poor; the tax collector was
calledtobefair; judgeswerecaled
to be just. All who came were
called to return stolen property,
apologizefor an offense, take back
false accusations. John called upon
the people to cast away all their
transgressions and make new their
hearts. He called themto live new
lives.

The design of his message was to
make peopledevout and pious; holy
and humble; meek and sober; just
and honest; generousand kind. To
be any of those, they needed to re-
pent. It was the same message
Ezekiel had preached some five

hundred years earlier: “ Turn your-
self away from your transgressions
sothat your iniquity will not beyour
ruin!”

A Very Simple Message
That same, very simple messageis
just as relevant today as it was
when John the Baptist preached it
Ssomany yearsago: “Repent and be
forgiven.” Theword “repent” has
fallen on hard times today. It has
become so watered down that we
hardly know the meaning of the
word anymore.

People applaud preachers who
preach about faith and the love of
God. The fastest growing church
movement today has this to say
about God's love: “God is love.
Loveis ultimate reality. Loveis
absolute. Wherever people love,
they liveinthereality of God. Lov-
ing a neighbor, an enemy, or the
environmentislivinginthereality of
God” (Postmodern Liberalism:
Repainting a Non-Christian
Faith - An Evangelical Critique
of Rob Bell’s Velvet Elvis by Rev.
C. Freswick available through Re-
formed Fellowship). Today we
applaud preachers for their quest
for truth. Rob Bell, aleader in the
Emergent Church, states emphati-
cally that there is no such thing as
absolutetruth, which, inand of itself,
would befalseeven by hisown defi-
nition. Andyet, heisthe minister of
one of the fastest growing churches
inWestern Michigan. Thisiswhat
people want to hear today.

Preach about sin and the need for
repentance and peoplewill say that
the preacher isold-fashioned. That
may be true, but what needs to be
preached today isthe ol d-fashioned
gospel! What needsto be preached
isthegrassthat will not wither; the
flower that does not fade, that is,
the Word of God that stands for-
ever.

That Word calls us to repentance.
The sinner must take hisstand with
Godandjoin Godin condemning his
own sin and seeking the mercy of
theliving Triune God. That wasthe
message that John the Baptist was
trying to get across; that is the
message that needs to be pro-
claimed today. There can be no
real sending away of sin until we
recognize our own sin and are re-
pulsed by it.

A Very Simple Meaning

The very simple message of John
had a very simple meaning: get
ready for the One who is coming.
Do not straighten out your roads;
straighten out your lives. Johnwas
the forerunner of the Christ. He
wasthevoice crying inthewilder-
ness. “Prepare the way for the
Lord; make straight the paths for
Him.”

That is the message that needs to
be proclaimed today, aswell. Pre-
pare the way for the Lord.
Straighten out your life. Repent,
believe, and be saved. Get ready
for the divine One who is coming
again to judge the living and the
dead.

Repentance means a complete
turning around of your life. Noone
can be prepared for the coming of
the Lord without repentance. No
change of personality is going to
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Paul Flodquist

Joseph
TheHusband of Mary

take place unlessthereisagenuine
sorrow inthe heart for your sinand
aturning to Jesus for forgiveness.

When we repent of our sins we
take God’s side against ourselves
and the wickedness that we have
within us. When we reform our-
selves by the grace of God and re-
pent of our sinsby turning to Jesus
Christ, true reformation can take
placewithin usand thejoy of Christ
will fill our hearts. Then, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, we shall
know the joy of being cleansed by
Christ.

Rev. Wybren Oord is the
pastor of the Covenant United
Reformed Church in
Kaamazoo, Michigan. Heis
aso the editor of The Outlook.

If we were to look closely at Jo-
seph, the husband of Mary, the
guality of his life and character
would soon reveal themselves. We
witness first his compassion, then
hisobedienceto therevealed Word
of theLord, andfinally, hisfaithful-
ness to the requirements of the
Mosaic Law. Compassion, obedi-
ence, and faithfulness—all the
gualities of arighteous man.

Inthe Gospel of Matthew 1:18-25,
Joseph receives the first of four
messages from God, a divine rev-
elation in the form of adream. An
angel informs Josheph that Mary,
his bride-to-be, has conceived a
child in her womb without human
agency, only through contact with
the Almighty Himself. To believe
the announcement of this miracle,
would surely requirefaith similar to
the faith of Abraham, who is hon-
ored asthe outstanding examplein
Scripture of ahuman being exercis-
ing faithinthe promisesof God. We
can only wonder, what therewasin
thebackground of Joseph, ahumble
carpenter, which would allow him
to embrace a truth that science,
reason, and all of nature testified
against.

It could bethat this special revela-
tion from God was a consequence
of Joseph following not merely the
letter of th Law, but also the spirit
of theMosaic Law. Thisisevident
when he decided to divorce Mary
privately, and not publicly. Such
compassionate treatment of his
fiancée, revealsthe heart of aman

close to the heart of God. As
Solomontellsus, “Hewho pursues
righteousness and kindness, will
find life and honor” (Proverbs
21:21).

The meaning of the angel’s mes-
sage to Joseph was more than a
bare declaration of the Messiah's
birth. Thereisan underlying warn-
ing that to divorce Mary, even dis-
creetly, would beaviolation of the
Law of Moses. After all, hisbride-
to-bewas, infact, gill avirgin, even
though the Messiah was in her
womb. This divine message was
necessary not only to strengthen
Joseph’sconfidencein hisbeloved,
but also to uphold thejustice of God.

In Joseph we see a man who was
willing to obey the commandment
of the Lord in whatever form it
cameto him. Todothis, it wasnec-
essary for himtolook beyond social
customsand religioustraditionsin
order that hemight fulfill theunique
caling that theAlmighty had placed
upon hislife. That the heavenly vi-
sion came in the form of adream,
madeit nolessreal or compelling.
Thisdivinecommunication provided
a strong foundation upon which
Joseph could rely asahusband and
afather when facing trialsand dif-
ficulties.

In Joseph’s pilgrimage upon the
earth, asin ours, weare called upon
to recognize areality greater than
that which motivates and sustains
an unbelieving world. Thisisonly
possibleif “wefix our eyesnot on
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Thereis no way to know to what extent the man Joseph, in hisrole of earthly
father to Jesus, shaped and informed the devel oping consciousness and self-
awareness of Jesus as the Son of God.

what is seen, but on what is
unseen...for what isunseeniseter-
na” (2 Corinthians4:18).

Thereissome disagreement among
biblical commentators as to
whether or not Mary and Joseph
were actually married or still en-
gaged when they made the trip to
Bethlehem. In either case, they
knew that Mary would soon give
birth and that the Messiah wasto be
bornin Bethlehem, Joseph’sances-
tral home (Micah 5:2).

After receiving a visit from the
wise men, Joseph waswarned in a
dream to flee from his home in
Nazareth into Egypt to escape the
wrath of King Herod. Therewas a
large Jewish community in Egypt at
that time, and it islikely that these
refugeesfound shelter and support
among friends or extended family
there.

Itissignificant that God chosethe
means of angelic visitationsin the
form of dreams, rather than con-
scious contact, to communicate the
Divinewill to Joseph. Thisthe Lord
didfour timesinall (Matthew 1:20,
2:13,2:19,and 2:22). Dreamsarea
communication from the subcon-
scious, and in this case, reflect
Joseph’s mental struggles and an-
guish of heart in attempting to un-
derstand hisrole in God's plan of
redemption for mankind, aswell as
the practical concern of how to pro-
tect and providefor hisfamily.

Biblical scholars placethe death of

Herod the Great in 4 B.C. It isun-
clear how old Jesuswas at thetime
of the magi’s visit. The length of
time that the holy family stayed in
Egypt could have been just afew
months, or over ayear.

Additional referencesto theearthly
father of Jesusin the New Testa-
ment are few. We later find Mary
and Josephinthetemple, offering a
sacrifice of poverty--apair of turtle-
doves--asthey dedicate their first-
born son to the Lord.

Next we are told that Mary and
Joseph looked for the boy Jesus
with sorrow, as he stayed behind at
the temple to ask questions of the
rabbis and teachers of the law
(Luke 2:48). Thereissome ques-
tion as to whether or not Joseph
wasdtill living a thetimeof Chridt’s
public ministry. It seems certain
that by the time of Jesus' death,
Joseph was no longer living, since
Jesus, on the cross, asked the
Apostle John to care for Mary.

The fact that Jesus chose the term
“Father,” to address and explain
thefirst person of theTrinity, issig-
nificant. Certainly the word father
had been used in the Old Testament
to refer to the God of Israel (I
Chronicles 29:10, Isaiah 9:6). Yet,
asfar asdescribing therelationship
between the first and second per-
son of the Trinity, the language of
Father and Son is conspicuously
absent, unlessit might be inferred
from Psalm 2. In Psalm 110:1, for

example, the first two members of
the Trinity are referred to as
“Lord..... Lord.” Whilein Daniel
7:13, the pairing is “Son of
Man...Ancient of Days.”

There is no way to know to what
extent the man Joseph, in hisrole of
earthly father to Jesus, shaped and
informed the devel oping conscious-
ness and self-awareness of Jesus
asthe Son of God, if at all. Yet we
can have no doubt through the tes-
timony of Scripture, that thisrigh-
teous Son of David provided a
godly example not only to Jesus,
but to his brothers and sisters as
well.

Mr. Paul Flodquist is a
member of the Covenant of
Grace OPC in Oxnard, Cali-
fornia. He has taught Sys-
tematic Theology part timeat
alocal Bible College.
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Vanessa Rubingh

Frst PlaceWinner
High School
The Outlook 2006 Essay Contest

OnAngés

A Faw in Reformed Practice?

When was the last time you had a
conversation about angels? No, |
do not mean thelast timeyou had a
theological discussion about angels
as your Sunday School class or
Bible Study group came across a
Scripture passage dealing with an-
gels. What | meanisanormal, ev-
eryday conversation where you
mentioned angels. If you are like
most Reformed peoplel know, you
probably cannot remember thelast
timeyou talked about angels. Sure,
webelievethat angelsexist, but we
do not talk about them as a real
part of everyday life.

Sowhy don’t wetalk about angels?
There are several reasons. Oneis
the way angels are represented in
many Christian books and picture
Bibles. They areusualy pretty girls
with wings and a halo over their
heads. Another reason we do not
talk about angelsisbecauseweare
afraid of going overboard. We do
not want to giveangel spriority over
God, or makeit sound likewerely
onthemfor our only helpintrouble.
But are these good reasons not to
talk about angels? What does the
Bible say about angels? What ex-
actly do they do? Should we be
talking about them?

The Bible has a lot to say about
angels. Angels were created by
God (see Romans 8:38-39), yet they

are frightening spiritual beings.
Psalm 104:4 says, “[God] makes
His angels spirits, Hisministers a
flame of fire.” Angels struck fear
into the hearts of those who saw
them. Zacharias “was troubled,
and fear fell upon him” when hesaw
the angel (Luke 1:12). The shep-
herds were “greatly afraid” when
the angel announced Christ’sbirth
(Luke 2:9). The angel who ap-
peared to Mary had to say, “ Do not
be afraid” (Luke 1:30). In fact,
most angels begin their message
withthewords: “Do not beafraid.”

Because angelsare created beings,
wemust not worship them. InRev-
elation 22, John fallsdown to wor-
ship theangel who showed himthe
new Jerusalem. The angel re-
sponds: “See that you do not do
that. For | amyour fellow servant,
and of your brethren the prophets,
and of thosewho keep thewords of
thisbook. Worship God” (verse9).
In Colossians 2:18, worship of an-
gdsislisted along with false humil-
ity and rejecting Christ as some-
thing we must avoid.

The Role of Angels

The word angel means “messen-
ger.” Oneof their main dutiesisto
bring God’'s messages to men.
Angels appeared to Joseph in his
dreams (Matthew 2:13, 19), ap-
peared to the shepherds, telling

them of Christ’s birth (Luke 2:8-
15), and appeared to Cornelius,
telling him to go find Peter (Acts
10:3-7). Anangel told Philiptogo
to theroad where he met the Ethio-
pian eunuch (Acts 8:26). Anangel
told Paul before the shipwreck that
therewould benolossof life (Acts
27:23-24).

Angels also carry out God's will.
Angels rescued Lot from Sodom
(Genesis18-19). God sent an angel
to lead the Israelites out of Egypt
(Numbers 20:16). When David
sinned by numbering the people (2
Samuel 24) God sent an angel to
plaguethelsraglites. Anangel res-
cued Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego from the fiery furnace
(Daniel 3:28). When the apostles
were imprisoned for preaching
(Acts5:17-21) an angel opened the
prison doorsand | et them out, com-
manding them to preach again in
the temple. An angel delivered
Peter from prison and impending
death (Acts 12:7-11). An angel
struck Herod for not giving glory to
God, so that he was eaten by
worms and died (Acts 12:20-23).

Angelsminister to Christians. He-
brews 1:14 says. “ Are they not all
mini stering spirits sent forth to min-
ister for those who will inherit sal-
vation?' Angelstakegreat interest
in man’s salvation. They rejoice
when a sinner repents (Luke
15:10), and they desiretolook into
the gospel (I Peter 1:12). Angels
also provide bodily protection for
theelect. Inll Kings 6, the Syrian
army surrounded the city where
Elishawas. Elisha's servant was
afraid, and Elisha prayed that his
eyes would be opened: “And be-
hold, the mountain was full of
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horses and chariots of fire all
around Elisha” (v. 17). Psam
91:11-12 says. “For He shall give
His angels charge over you, to
keepyouinall your ways. Intheir
hands they shall bear you up, lest
you dash your foot against astone.”

Angelsserve God and Christ. An-
gels ministered to Jesus after His
temptation with thedevil (Matthew
4:11) and in the garden of
Gethsemane (Luke 22:43). Angels
were created holy, and except for
the devil’sangels, who will be cast
into hell (Matthew 25:41) they are
still holy (Matthew 25:31). Thou-
sandsof angelssurround thethrone
of the Lamb and sing praises to
Him (Revelation 5:11-12).

Angels were also present at the
resurrection. Matthew 28 says an
angel, whose countenance waslike
lightning, rolled back the stone
fromthegrave, andtold thewomen
that Christ wasrisen. Mark 16 re-
portsthat ayoung man clothedina
long white robe was sitting on the
right side, and the stonewasrolled
away. Hetold thewomentotell the
disciples that Christ was risen.
Luke 24 tells us that two men in
shining garments stood by thetomb
where the stone had been rolled
away. They gave the women the
message that Christ was risen.
John 20 says that Mary saw two
angels sitting, one at the head and
theother at thefeet, where Christ’s
body had been. After she spoketo
them, she turned and saw that
Christ was risen!

Angelswill play abig rolein the
final judgment. Matthew 13:39-43
informs usthat angels are the reap-
erswho will gather those who of-
fend, and cast them into thefurnace
of fire. Jesus said in Matthew

16:27: “For the Son of Man will
come in the glory of His Father
with His angels, and then He will
reward each according to his
works.” He also said in Matthew
24:31: “And He [the Son of Man]
will send His angels with a great
sound of atrumpet, and they will
gather together His elect from the
four winds, from oneend of heaven
to the other.”

The Angel of the Lord

TheAngel of theLORD istheleast
understood angel mentioned in the
Bible. In some passages he seems
to be God, in others he speaksinter-
changeably as God and asHismes-
senger, and in othershe appears as
a separate being from God. In
Judges 13, the Angel of the LORD
appears to Manoah and his wife,
and tellsthem they will have ason,
Samson. The Angel will not tell
them his name because it is won-
derful. However, he saysin verse
16, “ Though you detain Me, | will
not eat your food. But if you offer
aburnt offering, you must offer it to
the LORD.” When Manoah of-
fered agoat, the angel ascendedin
the flame of the altar. After this,
Manoah saysto hiswife, “We shall
surely die, because we have seen
God!” Shereplies, “If the LORD
had desired to kill us, Hewould not
have accepted a burnt offering and
agrain offering from our hands.”

In Genesis 22, when Abraham is
called to sacrifice | saac, the Angel
of the LORD stops him, and then
saysinverse 16: “By Myself | have
sworn, says the LORD, because
you have donethisthing, and have
not withheld your son, your only
son, | will blessyou.” Itisunclear
whether the Angel of the LORD is
just communicating God's message

to Abraham, or whether heis God
Himself. | would arguethat, for our
understanding of God and of angels,
it does not matter. If we needed to
know the identity of the Angel of
the LORD, the Biblewould tell us.

Talking About Angels

So now we get to the big question:
should we talk about angels? We
have seen that they were created
by Godto glorify Him and to minis-
ter to His people. But are they a
part of daily life, or at least enough
of apart, that we should talk about
them?

We have an examplein the life of
Abraham. In Genesis 24, Abraham
sends his servant back to hishome
country to find a wife for Isaac.
Listen to what he says in verse
seven: “The LORD God of heaven,
who took me from my father’'s
house and from the land of my fam-
ily, and who spoketo me and swore
to me, saying, ‘ To your descendants
| givethisland,” He will send His
angel before you, and you shall
takeawifefor my son fromthere.”

Why did Abraham say, “God will
send Hisangel beforeyou”? Surely
it would have been just as easy to
say, “ God will go beforeyou.” We
see that Abraham chose to talk
about angelswhile giving God the

glory.

We can and should follow the ex-
ample of Abraham, and talk about
angels in the context of praising
God. “But it would betoo easy to
worship them,” one may argue,
“wouldn’t it be better not to talk
about angels and avoid the dan-
ger?’

It may be true that there can be a
danger of going overboard. How-
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ever, there is also the danger of
going overboardin other things. For
example, we praise God for the sun,
because it brings us warmth and
light. Isthereadanger of worship-
ingthesun? Yes. But wegive God
the praise and glory instead of the
sun, and thus God ismore glorified
thanif wedid not talk about the sun.
Thesameholdstruefor angels. We
must always use themto point usto
God, but we should betalking about
them.

John Calvinwrote, “ So, then, what-
ever issaid concerning the ministry
of angels, let usdirect it to the end
that, having banished all lack of
trust, our hopein God may be more
firmly established.” The next time
you go on atrip, instead of saying,
“God protected me,” say, “ God sent
Hisangel to protect me.” Thenfol-
low it with “Thank you, LORD, for
ministering to usthrough your an-
gels.” To God beall the praiseand

glory.

Miss Vanessa Rubingh
livesin Ellsworth, Michigan.
She recently graduated from
Rubingh Home School and
attends the Chain-of-Lakes
OPC in Centra Lake,
Michigan.

|dam Versusthe Christian Concept of
Freedom-- Who Truly isFree?

Most people will agree that free-
domisapreciouspossession. Free-
domis said to be worth more than
all the treasures on earth. Itisof
such high value that one must be
ready to give hislifefor it. When
we hear freedom so highly praised,
you would think that all iswell in
thisworld. But redlity tellsadiffer-
ent story. We live in a dangerous
world. Under the slogan, “Liberty,
Equality, and Fraternity,” nations
have been robbed of their freedom
and became endaved by tyrannical
powers. There have been many
successful revolutions. In most
caseswhat has happened issimply
that the oppressor and the op-
pressed have changed roles.

Thequestionis, “What isreal free-
dom?’ Martin Luther oncesaid: “A
human being can be comparedto a
horse which is never without a
rider; thisrider iseither thedevil or
God.” Luther’'smeaningisclear. A
human being is subject to apower,
whether he wants to be or not. He
tries to rule himself, to be in total
control of himself, but history
shows that he will never succeed.

Whenwelimit our discussiontothe
Islamic versus the Christian con-
cept of freedom, we notice that
there are vast differences. For ex-
ample, political pluralism has not
taken root in Arab nations. The
ideas of parliamentary- democratic
multi-party Liberalism were ex-
pounded by afew Arab thinkersin
the 1920s and the 1930s, mainly in
Egypt; but they did not impact the

political scene. The long quest for
freedom in the Muslim world has
left a string of shabby tyrannies,
ranging fromtraditional autocracies
to anew-styledictatorship, modern
only intheir apparatusof oppression
and indoctrination. For Christians,
tolerance means a willingness to
practice pluralism and peaceful
coexistence. But the basic problem
with Muslimsistheir refusal to ac-
cept pluralism. They claim sole
ownership of the truth, but they
also refuseto accept differences of
religiousopinion and practice.

Islam, a Religion of Peace?

When we let the Koran and the
Hadith (traditions) speak for them-
selves, one can hardly substantiate
theclaimthat ISamisatolerant re-
ligion. Laws and regulations en-
acted during Muhammad's resi-
dency in Medinagave ldam anew
legal feel and, in effect, paved the
way for the formation of an Arab
state.

This state is atheocracy. Allah is
thetrue sovereign of thecommunity,
the ultimate source of authority, the
solesource of legislation. The state
wasthe church and the church was
the state, and God was head of
both. For more than a thousand
years, |slam provided the only uni-
versally accepted set of rules and
principlesfor theregul ation of pub-
licand socid life.

What then is peace? In Islam it
means “ submission” and resigna-
tiontothewill of Allah. Submission
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constitutes the essence of what Is-
lamisall about. A Muslimisone
resigned and obedient to thewill of
God, and bearswitnessthat thereis
no god but God, and that
Muhammad is his apostle. Anun-
believer is someone who rejects
God's call to submission, who re-
mainsindifferent to God or ignores
him. Sinceitisthewill of Allah that
Islam will rule the entire world,
entering non-Mudlimslandsto sub-
jugate the population and wipe out
their corrupt, infidel cultureis not
seen by Muslims as*“waging war,”
but as spreading peace.

Modern radical Islam, also called
Islamism, has been influenced by
pagan Nazi ideology. From 1933
Nazi Germany and itsvarious agen-
cies made a concerted and, on the
whole, remarkably successful ef-
fort to promote and disseminate
European style anti-Semitisminthe
Arab world. In What Went Wrong:
The Clash Between Islam and
Modernity in the Middle East
Bernard Lewis observes that dur-
ing the 1930s Fascism and Nazism
won widespread support. Even
after their military defeat in World
War 11, they continued to serve as
unavowed modelsin both ideol ogy
and statecraft in Arab countries.

Since Islam’s understanding of
peaceisvastly different from ours,
no politician should parrot theline
“Idamisareligion of peace.” Such
aclaimistoo seriousof amatter. It
has to do with our future, and the

futureof our children and grandchil-
dren.

Islam and Freedom

The absence of freedom inthe Is-
lamic world isrelated to their reli-
gion. A hadith attributed to
Muhammad is: “ There can be no
two religionsin Arabia.” The sec-
ond Caliph, Umar ibn al-Khattab,
forced all Jews and Christians to
leave Arabiaduring histerm, A.D.
634-644. Thereign of Caliph Abd
al-Malik (685-705) marked the be-
ginning of the Islamicization and
Arabicization of conquered territo-
ries. Violence was familiar from
thevery beginning of Idamic politi-
cal history. Of the four Righteous
Caliphswho followed Muhammad
in the headship of thelslamic com-
munity, three were murdered.

Bernard Lewis notes that
westerners have become accus-
tomed to think of good and bad gov-
ernment intermsof tyranny versus
liberty. In Middle-Eastern usagefor
traditional Mudims, the opposite of
tyranny was not liberty but justice.
Justicein this context meant essen-
tially two things, that the ruler was
thereby right and not by usurpation,
and that he governed according to
God's law, or at least according to
recognizable moral and legal prin-
ciples.

Shari’a

Shari’ aisthe namefor the Islamic
legal system. Itoriginally andide-
ally ismeant toregulateall spheres

Entering non-Muslimslandsto subjugate the
population and wipe out their corrupt, infidel culture
Isnot seen by Muslims as “ waging war,” but as
spreading peace.

of life without differentiating be-
tween civil, criminal, personal sta-
tus laws etc. The authority of the
shari’aisabsoluteand adl legitimacy
must be derived from it. It origi-
nated in the Koran and the tradi-
tionsattributed to Muhammad and
isregarded as immutable, sinceit
consistsin what Muhammad knew
by revelation of the divinewill.

The Shari’ awasnot only a“ divine”
law but also alawyer’s law; for it
was built up, directly or indirectly,
on their deduction from the sacred
texts. It has been partially imple-
mented in a number of Muslim
countries. Thislegal system strongly
opposes conversion from Islam to
Christianity. In certain nations con-
verts have been sentenced to death.
Thisstrict interpretation of shari’a
generates fear and inhibits all but
the most courageous from any se-
rious investigation of Christian
claimsto truth.

In Muslim perception, therefore,
thereisno human legidative power,
andthereisonly onelaw for believ-
ers -- the Holy Law of God, pro-
mulgated by revelation. For ex-
ample, Sheikh Tabtaba'i, theimam
of the Kadhimain mosque in
Baghdad said recently, “The West
calls for freedom and liberation.
Islam rejects this freedom. True
freedomisaobeyingAllah.”

Inanldamic state, thereisin prin-
cipleno other law than the shari’ a,
the holy law of Islam. But the re-
formsof the nineteenth century and
the need of commercial and other
contacts with Europe led to the
enactment of new lawsmodeled on
those of Europe—commercidl, civil,
criminal, and finally constitutional .

Today radical Islamistswant to re-
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“Freedom of religion” for Muslims essentially
means the freedom to take away religious freedom
fromothers.

turn to the original purpose of the
shari’a Therefore, Islamist circles
inside and outside of governments
have been pressing for an enhance-
ment of Shari’a sinfluenceonleg-
idation.

Women in I slam

From aWestern perspective, Islam
discriminates against women. In
Islamic countries women are il
denied many rightsthat are avail-
able to men. The emancipation of
women, morethan any other single
issue, is the touchstone difference
between modernization and West-
ernization. Islamists consider
women as “deficient in mind and
religion.” The testimony of a
woman in the courtsisworth only
half a man's testimony. When
women appear in public, they must
beveiled.

In Saudi Arabia women are even
barred from driving an automobile.
Islam permits both polygamy and
concubinage. According to the late
Ayatollah Khomeini allowing
women to reveal their faces, their
arms, and their legs, and to mingle
socialy inthe school or workplace
with menisanincitement toimmo-
rality and promiscuity, and adeadly
blow to the very heart of Islamic
society, the Muslim family, and
home.

Second-class Citizens

Sinceldam appliesto every areaof
lifeincluding thepalitical, non-Mus-
lims are normally considered sec-
ond-class citizens where Muslims

areamajority. Thereisno Muslim
state where democracy, freedom of
the press, and pluralism reign.
Christians, Jews, and Zoroastrians
have faced clear discrimination in
Islamic countries, even though
thesereligiousgroups happen to be
the original inhabitants of thelands
conquered by Islam. Muslimsre-
gard them as“ Dhimmis’ who must
pay the Jizya (Surah 9:29). This
dhimmi optionisonly availableto
Christiansand Jews, not to Hindus,
Buddhigts, or others, who haveonly
the choice between embracing Is-
lam or death. It is aso a capital
offence for converts to Islam to
return to Christianity. In other
words, non-Muslims are subject to
religious apartheid and second class
citizenship in their own country
under Islamic rule. Since the
shari’ arequires the subjugation of
non-Mudims, “freedom of religion”
for Muslims essentially meansthe
freedom to take away religious
freedom from others.

Eastern Christians, living under |s-
lam, are deprived of state patron-
age, apublic voice, equality under
the law, and of their right to pro-
claim their message. Christians as
dhimmi communitiesareobligedto
maintain alow social profile.

Furthermore, since the refusal to
submit to shari’ais considered a
rebellion against Allah, the very
existence of non-Mudlim communi-
ties can be viewed as an act of
aggression. Opposition to the Gos-
pel has taken extreme forms at

times. Inthe 1990sin Sudan, the
Islamic government burned down a
church with Christians praying in-
side. Only one person survived.

Religious tensions in Egypt be-
tween Christiansand Muslimshave
often been marked by the burning
of churches, execution of Chris-
tians, confiscation of private prop-
erty and forced conversionsto Is-
lam. But what Christians are not
alowed to do in Muslim nations,
Islamists want to do in Western
nations. Contemporary Mudimmis-
sions have been organized both to
win converts and to counteract
Christian missionary efforts. The
conferees at the Muslim World
League Conference in Mecca in
1974 called for the government
takeover of mission hospitals,
schools, and orphanages, the ban-
ning of Christian literaturein Mus-
lim countries, and cutting off finan-
cial support from countriesalowing
missionariesto Muslims. But at the
same time the Islamic conference
has expended billions for Islamic
institutionsand propagandaaround
theworld.

The Christian Concept of
Freedom

What isthe Biblical perspective of
freedom? Freedom does not mean
anarchy. It does not mean unifor-
mity. Uniformity can only be
achieved by power and force.
Therefore, uniformity can be
achieved by Islam. But for Chris-
tians, uniformity clasheswith free-
dom. Thetension between freedom
and bondage is one of the crucial
dual themesof Scripture. Beginning
with the Genesis account of the
Fall, humanity lost its freedom. It
lost the freedom to converse and
walk with God and to live in Para-

December 2006

11




dise. Human beings became slaves
of sin. We live in afallen world
where Satanishard at work oppos-
ing the advance of God's Kingdom.
More than ever we must recognize
how much of the sickness of this
world isdueto spiritual causes. We
are not wrestling against flesh and
blood but againgt the principditiesand
powersintheinvisbleworld. Weare
involvedinaspiritua battle(John 8:31-
59; Ephesians6:10-20). Therefore, all
human traditions, institutions, and
structures are prone to evil.

Freedom, in the real sense of the
word, doesnot exist outsideof Christ.
Freedom is a gift from God, which
we received through faith in Jesus
Christ (John 8). Jesus Christ isthe
Great Liberator, and whoever be-
lieves in Him becomes the son of
God, God'sfree child who hasfound
an eternal home. The Truth, Jesus
Chrigt, shall setyoufree(John8:31-
36). The Crossiscentral.

Only through Chrigt’ sdegth, resurrec-
tion, and ascension we can under-
stand the true meaning of freedom.
We servetheliving Lord. The early
martyrs disobeyed the law of the
Empire and accepted death rather
than be didoya to Christ. Their
method wasnot rebellion but martyr-
dom. Walter Wink reminds us that
the victory of the Church over the
demonic power whichwasembodied
in the Roman imperial system was
not won by seizing the levers of
power. It waswon when thevictims
knelt down in the Colosseum and
prayed in the name of Jesusfor the
Emperor.

The apostle Paul is clearly the chief
expaositor of thisChristian concept of
freedom (Galatians5:1). Heempha-
sizes the nature of true freedom as
intring cally associated with the new

relationship of believerswith Chrigt.
Through Christ we are no longer
daves of sin (Romans 6:14). Free-
domthen comesonly by the power of
the Gospdl itself, announced inword
and deed.

Thefreedomwehavethroughfathin
Christ is not self-determination nor
freedom to do whatever we want.
ThegpostlePaul enjoined respongble
behavior (Romans3:1 ). Red freedom
meansthat welet ourselvesbeled by
theHoly Spirit (2 Corinthians 3: 18).

From the beginning,
Christians were
taught both by

precept and practice
to distinguish

between God and
Caesar.

Christians are free to love and to
sarve. Augustinewroteabout thecity
of God where power isreplaced by
servicein charity. To be mastered by
Christ, whowasthe pre-eminent ser-
vant, isto partakeof thebenefitsof his
redemptive death. To base one'sbe-
havior ontheprinciplethat the Chris-
tianleads by serving, isto beatruly
free man.

Whenweput the Triune Godfirgt, we
canliveintruefreedom. Hissupreme
lordship isthen accepted over every
area of life. As Augustine said,
“Thosewhowishtofollow God dlow
Himtogobeforeandthey follow; they
donot makeHimfollowwhilethey go
before.” From the beginning, Chris-
tiansweretaught both by precept and
practice to distinguish between God

and Caesar and between the differ-
ent duties owed to each of the two.
Mudimsreceived no suchinstruction.

All freedom-loving peoplewould do
well to recall thewords of Macolm
Muggeridge, onceanon-Chrigtian but
later agtaunch defender of the Chris-
tianfaith. Heobsarved, “Wemust not
forget that our human rights are de-
rived from the Christian faith. In
Chrigianterms, every singlehuman
being, whoever he or she may be,
sick or wdll, clever or foolish, beauiti-
ful or ugly, every humanbeingisloved
by hisCreator, who asthe Gogpe tells
us, counted the hairs of his head.”

Christianity’s accent on the impor-
tance of the individual and hisfree-
dom demonstrates that God values
eachand every person. Palitical free-
dom andtolerance havetheir rootsin
theloveof God and Chridt’sliberating
rule. Palitica, economic, andreigious
freedom canonly exist wherethereis
liberty and freedom of theindividudl.
No wonder individual freedom and
rights are most prevaent where
Chridtianity had the greatest impact.

Therecord of the church revedsthe
role of those who championed true
freedom. Tertullian (d.ca.220) said
that “itisafundamental right, aprivi-
legeof nature, that every man should
worship according to hisown convic-
tions... to which free-will and not
forceshouldlead us” Martin Luther
noted, “ A Christianmanisaperfectly
freelord, subject tonone.” But hedid
not want to manufacture anarchists.
To counteract thisclaimtoliberty, he
asosaid: “A Christian manisaper-
fectly dutiful servant of al, subject to
al.” Hedso told the German princes
inaletter that it was not thefunction
of government to “forbid anyone to
teach or say what he wants -- the
Gospdl orlies”
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Thefirgt European country that actu-
aly accorded civil rightstonon-Chris-
tianswasCavinist Holland, followed
withinashort timeby England. Prot-
estant churches in England were all
legdl, but unequd in right and oppor-
tunities, and Catholicsweremore or
less persecuted. Still, the English
churchand statedlowed the publish-
ing of the view that religion should be
optiona and atheism considered a
possibleform of belief. Therationale
was that argument brings out the
truth, no matter what errors are put
forward.

Asl haveshown, theldamic concept
of freedom, both in theory and prac-
tice, compares unfavorably with the
Western democracies as they have
developed under the influence of
Christianity during the last two or
three centuries. The freedom of the
mind from constraint and indoctrina-
tion, thefreedomto questionand in-
quire and speak, and freedom for
womenfrommaeoppressonare ill
lackingin the Mudlimworld. Inthe
light of theldamist threet to our free-
doms, our cdl istothink withintegrity,
to speak with courage and work with
avisonfor trueBiblical freedom. We
must become aware of suffering
Christiansand show our solidarity
with them. We must publicize in
magazines, newspapers, and other
mediatheviolationsof rdigiousfree-
dominMusdlim countries.

Rev. Johan Tangdder is an
emeritus pagtor in the Chrigtian
Reformed Church. Heisamem-
ber of theEagt Srathroy CRCin
Strathroy, Ontario. Other articles
by Rev. Tangelder can be
viewed a http:/Amww.Reformed-
Reflections.ca

URCNA ClasssSummary
ClasssMichigan

On October 10, 2006, the twenty-
second meeting of Classis Michi-
gan began. It was a beautiful,
sunny, autumn day. For many, the
drive to Walker United Reformed
Churchin Grand Rapids, Michigan
was a spectacle of God'swork in
creation. As the meeting pro-
gressed, it was clear that the Lord
was aso at work in His Church.

The Chairman, Rev. Casey
Freswick, welcomed the del egates
and visitors; went through the regu-
lar opening items on a typical
classisagendawith great aptitude,
bringing the classisto what would
take up the bulk of the day: the
candidacy examination of Mr.
Steve Postma.

After finding al thingsin order for
the examination and hearing aser-
mon evaluation of two sermons
exhorted by Mr. Postma, several
ministers and one elder examined
the Mid-AmericaReformed Semi-
nary graduate in seven different
areas. Practica, Bible Knowledge,
Biblical Exegesis, Confessional
Knowledge, Reformed Doctrine,
Church History, and Ethics. Mr.
Postma proved himself up to the
task and moved diligently through
each area giving testimony of his
knowledge, his love for the Lord,
and hisdesireto proclaim theWord
of God.

After the examination the delegates
voted unanimously to recommend
that the Consistory of the Dutton
URC declare Mr. Postma a candi-

date for the Ministry of the Word
and Sacraments. An additional
motion was approved that, should
Mr. Postma receive and accept a
call within our classis, therewould
be no need for an Ordination Exam.
It waswith great joy that del egates,
Mr. Postma, and hisfamily shared
the news of the sustaining of the
exam. A prayer of thanksgiving
was offered by Rev. Klompien.

During the lunch break, Rev. Alan
Vander Pol of Cape Coral, Florida,
spokeof themissionwork that heis
involved with at the Miami Interna-
tional Seminary.

Three overtures were considered
by Classis Michigan. The first,
asking Synod 2007 to establish a
method for classis to collect and
distribute moniesfor missionaries,
was defeated.

The second overture, brought by
four churchesfrom classis, sought
to overture Synod to make a clear
statement on justification by faith
alone. It sought, inlight of thefact
that we are in Phase Two with the
RCUS, the adoption of the RCUS
statement on Justification. While
delegates seemed in harmony on
the need for a clear statement on
justification, debate was held over
the proper method to bring about
such a statement: should the
URCNA form its own study com-
mittee or should we adopt theforty
page document of the RCUS? In
the end, the majority of delegates

(continued on page 32)
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Bible Studies on Jacob

Lesson 7: The Struggle for Covenant
Children

Read Genesis 29:31 — 30:24
Introduction

God's providence led Jacab to his
relatives in Paddan-Aram. He
comes to a well where the shep-
herds know his uncle Laban, then
hislovely cousin Rachel “just hap-
pens’ to come along, and soon
Jacob isintegrated into the house-
hold of Laban. Jacob comes to
love Rachel. Laban has had other
plans for Jacob, and he deceives
Jacob into marrying Leah, the el-
dest daughter, before he can marry
his beloved Rachel. In addition,
L aban gets Jacob to agree to work
for atotal of fourteen years, which
is a remarkable agreement. Yet
Jacob loves Rachel, and he accepts
this arrangement.

God loves Jacob, but Jacob
hates Leah?

We have referred to God's provi-
dence in bringing so many good
things together for Jacob. The
L orp doeskeep Hisword, although
thetwistsand turnsof life may not
always be what we expect as He
bringsHispromisesintoredlity. In
the events of Genesis 29, we have
not read explicitly of God beingin-
volved, and yet we know all things
are"working together for the good”
of those who love God, for those
who are called according to His
purpose (cf. Rom 8:28). The God
who stood “at thetop” of the stair-
way in the dream, over “it/him”
(Jacob?), isa so the same God who
promised to go with Jacob. Heis

aways the “God who is with us,”
Hispeople.

Thetext of Scripture now mentions
God again, and the referenceisto
Leah and the birth of children
(verses 31ff.). The Lorp takes
notethat Leahwas“unloved.” The
word used here is often trandl ated
as“hated,” the ssmeverb used, for
example, in Maachi 1:2-3: “ Jacob
have | loved, but Esau have |
hated.” Jacob “hates’ Leah, and
that sounds rather jarring. What
does this mean?

First of al, remember what is said
inverse 30. Heloves Rachel more
than Leah. That helps to put the
words of verse 31 in context. The
very fact that the Lorp gave Leah
four sons (by the end of this chap-
ter) meansthat she and Jacob were
sexually intimatein order that such
children might be conceived and
then born. Atleastitisnot the case
that Jacob and L eah will have noth-
ing to do with each other! If “to
love” and “to hate” are opposites,
perhaps we can understand such
hatred on the part of Jacob toward
Leah, if we understand consider
what love means.

Theword meaning loveinthe Old
Testament can cover many things.
It describes God's love toward Is-
rael (cf. Malachi 1:2), our love as
commanded toward God (Deut.
6:5), and even what Amnon felt to-
ward his half-sister Tamar in 2
Samuel 13:1 (whom he“loved,” but

sexually assaulted!). The word
love in the Old Testament may
cover attitudes, emotions, and ac-
tions (or even combinations of all
three!). When God loves His
people, that reality doesnot exclude
His anger at them from time to
time because of their sin. Angeris
not equal to hatred. Anemoation (as
afeeling) is not the same as an at-
titude or acommitment. Lovefrom
God indicatesafirm commitment to
seek His people’s greater well-be-
ing, our ultimate good.

By the same token, the word hate
may also cover attitudes, emotions,
and actions (or combinations of
thesethree). Jacob hatesL eah, but
this does not hecessarily mean that
hewas physically abusive, verbally
mean, or had dark, cruel thoughts
toward Leah. Heismarried to her,
but their relationship isnothing spe-
cial, and it is likely that there is
nothing overly warm andfriendly in
their dealings together. Jacob's
attention and affection isto thefar
more beautiful and attractive
younger sister/wife, Rachel. Per-
haps Jacob basically ignores L eah,
paying no attention to her presence,
her thoughts, or her feelings. This
kind of hatred (cool indifference) is
certainly felt deep in the heart and
soul of Leah.

Leah: avine made fruitful by
the Lorp (29:31-35)

TheLorb noticesall thisin Jacob’s
home. And Leah realizes this as
well, as we hear what she says
when she names her sons. God's
compassionisclearly inevidencein
that Hewill make her afruitful vine
in the household of Jacob. To have
two wivesisbigamy, and that isnot
God's ideal for marriage. For
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Jacob’s household things are com-
plicated by hislovefor Rachel over
against Leah. God compensatesfor
this, so to speak, by blessing Leah
with children. In all she is the
mother of six sons, plusadaughter
named Dinah.

There are several striking thingsto
notice in the naming of these chil-
dren. First of all, weread that itis
Leah who names the boys. We
wonder: is Jacob so uninterested in
the birth of children to his* hated”
wife that he is absent when it
comes time to name them? Sec-
ondly, Leah provides akind of ex-
planation for each name, andthat is
included intheBiblical text for the
names of all the sons.

1. Reuben: “Notice, ason!”
(or, He has seen my misery)
Genesis29:32

2. Simeon: “hears’
Genesis29:33

3. Levi: soundslike
“attached” ? Genesis 29:34

4. Judah: soundslike“praise”
Genesis29:35

Leah’s words are remarkable in
that with several sons she mentions
the Name of the Lorp explicitly
(Reuben, Simeon, and Judah). She
refers to God again when | ssachar
(soundslike“reward,” Gen. 30:17-
18) and Zebulun (“honor,” Gen.
30:19-20) are born later on. Leah
acknowledges that the Lorp God
has given her these children.
Whether Jacob is greatly pleased
with such sons or not at this point,
we may not know. But Leah con-
fessesthat it was God who blessed
her with sons.

At the sametime, thereisadarker,
even disturbing, side to her com-

ments with the birth of her sons.
Look again at her wordswhen they
areborn. With several of her sons
(e.g., Reuben, Levi, lIssachar,
Zebulun) shemakescommentsthat
express her hope that maybe now
her husband Jacob will love her.
Children born to Leah are God's
blessing, but they become viewed
amost as presents or giftsto win
over an unloving husband. Wecan
hear a quiet desperation, maybe a
painful frustration, in Leah’swords
when another sonisborn, “Maybe,
possibly, thissonwill finally winmy
husband over.” But we never read
that it is so.

“Warring” wives (30:1-13)
Rachel’s natural instinct towards
motherhood isfrustrated by her in-
fertility. Shecanseeonadaily bass
her own sister’sblessingsin terms
of the sons that God has given
Leah. Can we speak of Rachel
coveting her sister’schildren, notin
the sense of stealing or kidnapping
the boys, but in the sense of being
sodriven, that shewill resort to al-
most anything to have ason? To
her husband shecriesout, “ Giveme
children, or I'll die!” (Gen. 30:1).
But Jacob is not God. Some have
noted akind of irony in her words
asthey are akind of veiled proph-
ecy. Rachel wanted either children
or death, anditwill beingivingbirth
to her second son Benjamin, that
shehersdf will die(seeGen. 35:16-19).

Rachel isloved by Jacob, and yet
she remains a barren wife. Now

beginsthe“war of thewives’ when
Rachel gives her servant Bilhah to
Jacob. Something similar had hap-
pened earlier in the household of
Abram and Sarah (Gen. 16). The
barren Sarah gives her Egyptian
maidservant Hagar to Abraminthe
hope that the servant would bear a
son, and the child would be adopted
as the son of the couple. Thereis
thisdifference, however: Jacob al-
ready hasfour sons, and thus, heis
not childless.

Yet Rachel’sdesirefor achildisso
great, that she will use her servant
girl Bilhah to have children. We
assume that Rachel will get the
“credit” for any child to be born.
Thisiswhat Rachel saysinverse 3,
“Sleep with her so that she can bear
children for me and that through
her | too can build afamily.” Rachel
is prepared to use her handmaiden
for her own purposes. The maid-
servant will become a wife for
Jacob, but she will be a wife of
secondary rank, a kind of concu-
bine. Bilhah bears two sons: Dan
(“hehasvindicated, judged;” Gen.
30:4-6) and Naphtali (“my
struggle;” Gen. 30:7-8). But the
text does not give either Rachel or
Bilhah the credit for the children.
In Genesis 30:5 and 7 the text tells
us that Bilhah bears sons for
Jacob. Rachel thinks that she has
afighting chance, soto speak, inthe
“war of the wives’ to even the
scorewith Leah. But thetext tells
usthat the covenant sonsbelong to
the elect son, Jacaob.

Children born to Leah are God's blessing, but
they become viewed almost as presents or giftsto
win over an unloving husband.
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It becomes apparent that Rachel
stops bearing children for aperiod
of time. SothenitisLeah’sturnto
make a counter move in this “war
of the wives’ when she gives her
servant girl Zilpah to Jacob aswell.
Zilpah bearstwo sons: Gad (“good
fortune”’ or “troop;” Gen. 30:10-11)
and Asher (“blessed” or “happy;”
Gen. 30:12-13). But even here
again, thetext pointsout to usread-
ersinverses 10 and 12 that the sons
bornto Zilpah are Jacob’s. If any-
oneiskeeping scorein thistragic-
comic contest, then it isLeah with
six sons, while Rachel gets credit
fortwosons. Intheend, itisLeah
who will be the mother of the
priestly and the royal tribes. Levi
(3 son) will become the ancestor
of Israel’s priests, while Judah (4"
son) will be the ancestor of David,
themessianic king, aswell asof the
Lord Jesus Christ Himself, thefinal
Messianic King. But for the mo-
ment, whilethewivesaretrying to
outdo each other in the number of
children born, it is Jacab the patri-
archwhoisfilling hishousehold with
the foundational layer of the Old
Testament church community,
through histwo wivesand their two
maidservants.

Thisisastory of struggle, but now
it is not between brothers, as we
had read earlier in Genesis 25 and
27. Thisisastruggle between sis-
ters, but who are also competing
wivesin one household. Fertility
and barrenness have become is-
sues, and even the children are
drawninto beused likeweaponsin
the hands of thewomen. “Now my
husband will love me, since | am
fertile and can bear him sons,” is
Leah’sthinking.

Rachel, in turn, resorts to some

very questionable tactics in her
desire to have achild. She makes
adeal with sister (and fellow wife!)
L eah to get the mandrakes, aplant
that was thought to help make a
woman fertile. Jacob had struck a
dedl earlier to get thebirthright from
brother Esau. Isthisdeal between
the sisters similar to the deal that
Jacob acquired with Esau in Gen-
esis 25?

God remembers Rachel
(30:22-24)
In the end, God does remember
Rachel. “Remember” is an
important word. It is used in
Genesis 8:1, when Noah isin the
ark during theflood. Itisusedagain
in Exodus 2:24, whenthelsraglites
cry out to God intheir great misery.
God remembers His covenant with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The
word returns in 1 Samuel 1:19,
when Hannah cries out in her
distress of being barren. Our God
keeps Hiscovenant, and He always
hears the cries of the needy, of
those who turn to Him when their
backs areto thewall, and we have
nowhere else to turn. The Psalms
remind us of that great truth. For
God to remember does not mean
that He forgot (as we humans can
easily have the so-called “senior
moments’). God remembers, and
such a thought (if we may speak
that way) is the prelude to Him
taking specific action for His

people.

In remembering Rachel, God opens
her womb. She had viewed her
barrenness as a “disgrace” (verse
23), but God’'s mercy removes the
barrenness and dispels the
disgrace. Rachel’sfirstbornsonis
named Joseph, which name means

“May He add.” How shall we
understand her comments at the
naming? |s she saying, “How
wonderful to have a child! May
God give me another blessing like
it.” OrisRachel saying, “Oneson
isfine, butitisnot enough. | want
morechildren!” We might wonder
whether thisdesirefor children has
become an  all-consuming
obsession.

Twelve children (11 sons and a
daughter, Dinah)! Truly Jacob has
a full quiver. Many in modern
society would look down on that
number of children. But God is
building His church, also through
the means of covenant children
born in the house of a believer.
These sonswill bethefoundational
patriarchs for the Old Testament
church of God, namely, Isragl.
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Lesson 7: Points to ponder and discuss

1. The sixth commandment says, “You shall not kill (murder).” Read Heidelberg Catechism,
Lord’s Day 40 and Westminster Larger Catechism, Q/A 134-136. What is forbidden in this
commandment includes also envy, hatred, and the desire for revenge. The essence of hatred
is the wish to remove the neighbor from our life, getting rid of that person placed next to us
by God. How can that desire to remove a neighbor be a “slow death” for such a person,
without anyone ever shooting or stabbing that person? Does Leah sense that hatred? How
does she cope with it?

2. Read Psalms 127 and 128. How do these Scriptures view covenant children in relationship
to God, to the family itself, and also to the larger society? How do such views relate (in
agreement or in disagreement) with Western society?

3. Read Genesis 1:26-28 and Matthew 28:18-20. Population experts tell us that for a society
to replace itself numerically, a couple should have, on average, 2.11 children. In many
countries, particularly in Europe and in parts of North America, the birthrate has dropped below
that number. Atthe same time, among Muslims (and others) the birthrate is higher than 2.11
children per couple. What will be the long-term effect if such birthrates continue? Is
overpopulation also a possibility to consider? How should Christians view the mandate to
“fill the earth” with Christian disciples?

4. “God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform!” What is the irony here with regard
to Leah and her children? Had Jacob wanted to marry Leah? What is his attitude toward her?
What is Leah’s importance in the coming of the Kingdom of God through her sons Levi and
Judah?

5. Jacob is a polygamist, and this is not God’s design for marriage. What kinds of tensions
existed in this household? What must it have been like for these children to grow up in such
a household? How can our homes create an atmosphere in which the covenant children
sense in their hearts and souls that they belong to God?

Questions about the Emergent Church? Find out the truth about this dangerous
departure from the truth in

TSUXQSHIVR Postmodern Liberalism
A CHRISTIAN CRITIQUE OF ROB BELL'S VELVET ELVIS
by Rev. CASEY FRESWICK

Contact Reformed Fellowship for your copy today!
Phone (616) 532-8510 or email office@reformedfellowship.net
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Bible Studies on Jacob
Lesson 8: Jacob Aquires Great Wesalth

Read Genesis 30:25-43

Introduction

The covenant promise had been
that God would bewith Hispeople,
He would create seed (people, a
nation) and provide land (place to
call home) for that seed. But He
had also promised to increase the
blessingsthat His peoplewould re-
ceive. That waslsaac'sblessingto
his son in Genesis 27. God has
enabled Jacob to acquire a goodly
number of children through histwo
wives and their two maidservants.
So is it now time for Jacob to
gather his family together and
moveon?

Jacob asks (!) for hisfamily
(30:25-26)
Theagreement by which Jacob had
acquired hiswivesrequired that he
serve Laban for atotal of fourteen
years. Apparently those fourteen
years are drawing to a close, and
the birth of Joseph to beloved wife
Rachel occurs near the end of those
fourteen years. Laban had de-
ceived Jacob at the wedding, and
he has obtained a great amount of
work and service from Jacob. Per-
haps Jacob himself senses that he
has been used, even taken advan-
tage of by hiswily uncle. Jacob
now wantsto depart from Paddan-
Aram with his wife and children

(verses 25-26).

The very fact that he must ask for
his own family now raises a new
set of questions. IsLaban in such
control of people that he has not
really relinquished histwo daugh-

ters to Jacob? If Jacob is truly
married, then hiswives, Leah and
Rachel, are joined to him. One
must always love and honor one’'s
parents, asthefifth commandment
requires. But in marriage a new
social unit in the Kingdom of God
has been established. Jacob has
| eft hisown father and mother, and
heismarried. Hemust cling to his
wife(for himitiswives!) that God
hasbrought into hislife. Why must
he ask Laban for his wives and
children? Or, isJacob simply being
overly polite so that the departure
from Laban will be on good terms
and that there will be no hard feel-
ingswhen Jacob and hislargefam-
ily set out on the way back to
Canaan?

Another question that comes to
mind here relates back to the plan
that mother Rebekah had given to
Jacob. “Go to Laban and wait ‘a
few days' until your brother Esau’'s
anger hassubsided, and | will send
you word that it is safe to return
here” (Gen. 27:43-45). In Genesis
30 we do not have any indication
that Jacob has received that “all-
clear signal” that itissafeto return
tothefamily in Canaan. Yet Jacob
in Genesis 30:25ff. seems eager to
be on hisway.

Jacob has received the following:
God's promises, hiswives, and his
children. Now we read how the
Lord increased hiswealth in terms
of flocks. Butfirst, Jacob desiresto
depart from Laban, and he asks
permissiontoleave. It appearsthat
Laban has some kind of authority
over his daughters. How much

authority does L aban have over his
two daughters (and their children)?
Should aman like Jacob (who prob-
ably isin his early 90s by now)
have to ask for his own family?

L aban renegotiates with Jacob
(30:27-34)

Laban wants Jacob to stay. Heis
smart enough to realizethat Jacob's
presenceisthe source of richesfor
himself. TheNIV inverse 27 says
that Laban has learned by divina-
tion that hisriches are the result of
Jacob’s presence. In other words,
it paysto have Jacob around! The
NIV footnote, however, suggestsa
different translation that does not
include Laban’s use of divination:
“1 have become rich (have pros-
pered) and the Lorp has blessed
me because of you.” This second
possihility of trandation thusleaves
unanswered the question of
whether or not Laban used divina-
tion, that is, any means of discover-
ing knowledge apart from the rev-
elation of God.

If Laban says that the Lorp has
given him many blessings, would
that not suggest that L aban should
submit himself fully to that same
God? Thetrue God isthe source of
all blessings. Psalm 104 tellsusin
a beautifully poetic way that all
creatures look to God for their
food. Daily bread on our tablesas
well as sufficient fundsin our bank
accounts are testimonies to the
goodness of our heavenly Father.
Prosperity should driveusto prayer,
to thanksgiving and joyful obedi-
ence. Or, is formal godliness a
means of gain, doing the “right
things’ in order to get something
from God? Dowelivewith Godin
some kind of mercenary arrange-
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ment: we do something for God so
that God might do nice thingsfor
us?

In any case, Laban gives credit
for hisgood financial situation to
having Jacob around. So in an
effort to keep Jacob and hisfam-
ily nearby, Laban begins to talk
about wages. “What can | pay
you so that | can keep you here?
Maybe | can pay you more.”
Jacob is useful to Laban for a
good income.

Jacob also realizes this (verses
29-30). In responding to Uncle
Laban, Jacob tells us that Laban
had far less in terms of posses-
sionswhen he had arrived about a
decade and a half earlier. But
that is quite changed now. The
gross family income has gone up
noticeably. Jacob, like Laban,
also givesthe Lorp the credit for
this surge in prosperity. Truly
blessing comes from the Lorb!
But the time has come for Jacob
to steer his own course with his
family, now away from Laban.
Jacob has been “used,” and the
time for that usage is now over.

Laban and Jacob strike adeal. A
financial arrangement is made
such that Jacob will receiveall the
speckled, spotted, and dark-col-
ored sheep, and every spotted and
speckled goat. Victor Hamilton
(Genesis 18-50, pp. 282-283)
points out that in the Mediterra-
nean world most sheep are white
and most goats are black. “Thus
Jacaob is requesting theirregular,
abnormal parts of Laban’sflock.”
The rest belong to Laban. Such
animalswill be obvioustotheeye
of any beholder. Thus, all things
being equal, Jacob would have
smaller flocks because he would

have the animals that are not the
“norm” in appearance. Thisis
the deal to which they both agree
(verse 34), anditisadeal inwhich
Laban expected to prosper.
Jacob’s flock will consist of ani-
mals without spots or speckles,
and the odds are not in his favor
biologically for uni-colored ani-
mals to give birth to spotted,
speckled, or dark-colored ani-
mals.

Jacob, “expert” in animal
husbandry (30:35-42)

To achieve success, Laban sepa-
rates the flocks with a three-day
journey between them. Thiswill
make it virtually impossible for
any mixing of the flocks. More
than that, Laban takes away all
the spotted and speckled (those
with “white”) male and female
goats, placing theseirregular ani-
malsinthe care of hissons. By all
these means L aban (whose name
means “white”) intends to frus-
trate any chance that Jacob
would profit from this arrange-
ment. But God iswith Jacob, and
that will bethe decisivefactinall
this. God had promised Jacob
great things in His covenant
promises (see Genesis 28:13-15),
and God always keeps Hisword.

Jacob continues to work tending
the rest of Laban’s flocks (verse
36). Thiswill beacritical factor,
but not the most important one.
Jacob makes a counter move,
namely, placing striped branches

in the water troughs, especially
when the stronger females would
cometodrink. Apparently, some
ancient people believed that what
an animal saw before she gave
birth would determine thelook of
the animal that was born. There
isno scientific basisfor this, and
such abelief and practice strikes
us as bordering on sympathetic
magic, or what others would call
“maternal impression.” But does
Jacob believe this? Possibly so,
but this is not as clear as some
commentators make it. In any
case, there is something of apun
going on in this story. Laban
means “white.” Jacob takes
some (white) poplar branches
(with other branches), cuts white
stripes in them, and he sets them
before the female animals when
they came to drink at the water-
ing troughs. Jacob earlier got the
best of Esau with “red” stuff
(Edom means “red”). Now heis
going to get the best of “whitey,”
i.e., hisUncle Laban!

At the same time, he also applies
some very shrewd principles of
animal husbandry when he placed
such striped sticksin front of the
stronger female animals (verse
41). Perhapsin hisyounger years,
while twin brother Esau was off
hunting animals, Jacob was learn-
ing animal husbandry with the
flocks of his household, and
maybe now he is applying that
knowledge with telling effect. In
the end, it is God who alone can

Laban intends to frustrate any chance that Jacob
would profit from this arrangement.
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givetheincrease and the blessing
to Jacob’s use of ancient “animal
science,” such that thereisborn a
significant number of speckled
and spotted animals, even to oth-
erwise unspotted female animals.
Laban’s flocks are filling with
weaker animals, while Jacob’s
animalsarethestronger. But God
had said back in Genesis 25:23
that the younger son would be
stronger and would dominate.
God iskeeping Hisword, evenin
the area of livestock that Jacob
was now getting. John Currid
(Genesis, val. 2, p. 102) is cor-
rect when he writes that “the ef-
fort expended by Jacob is not the
means by which the results are
gained. Success does not come
by questionable ancient customs,
but only by the hand of Yahweh.”
There is a miracle here! What-
ever we may think of Jacob’s
methods, the text does not explic-
itly criticize him.

And the bottom lineis...
(30:43)

Intheend, what is God’sintention
here, since the increase in these
sheep and goatsin Jacob’sflocks
is God’'s doing? Can we detect
thedivine*hidden hand” inal this,
and, if so, for what purpose?

This increase in Jacob’s wealth
must be connected with God’'s
promises made earlier to the pa-
triarchs Abraham and Isaac in
Genesis. In Genesis 12:1-3 God
had said that He would bless His
people, even in physical ways,
make them a blessing, and
through them the nations would
experience blessing. Abram’s
nephew Lot sees his own flocks
increase as he is associated with
Abram and his flocks (Gen.

Jacob will leave his semi-bondage state with
Uncle Laban an incredibly rich man, in terms of
his family and his flocks.

13:5ff.). Genesis 15, 17, 22, and
26 givethe patriarchs (and usthe
readers) repeated mentions of
God’'s promises of blessing, spe-
cifically in terms of children and
land. In Genesis 28:14 God tells
Jacob in his dream at Bethel that
his descendantswill spread outin
al directions (cf. Gen. 13:14-17).

Now here in Genesis 30:43 we
read that “the man grew exceed-
ingly prosperous,” literally, “the
man spread out strongly, strongly
(or, very much, exceedingly).”
We get alist of what Jacob owned
during this new phase of histime
with Uncle Laban: largeflocks, all
kinds of servants, camels and
donkeys. Earlier Abraham had
entered Egypt during a time of
famine, but he left a wealthier
man (see Gen. 12:16-20). God is
not afraid to bless His people, also
in very physical ways. Just as
Abraham will leave Egypt a
richer man, despite hismisleading
of Pharaoh, so too Jacob will
leave his semi-bondage state with
Uncle Laban an incredibly rich
man, intermsof hisfamily and his
flocks.

The covenant of God’s sovereign
grace continuesto march on here.
Jacob isnot getting younger inthis
story, but heisgetting richer. God
has blessed him with alarge fam-
ily, and when Laban had tried to
squeeze more works and longer
service out of Jacob, God has
blessed Jacob with larger flocks

and great physical blessings. How
this is all playing itself out in
Jacob’s heart and soul, is hard for
usto determine. Timewill tell as
we await more of this story to
play itself out.

Rev. Mark Vander Hart is
Associate Professor of Old
Testament Studies at Mid-
AmericaReformed Seminary
in Dyer, Indiana.
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Lesson 6: Points to ponder and discuss

1. Haran is not the Promised Land to which God had brought Abraham. How does God use and
direct the circumstances that Jacob faced to make him want to desire to leave Laban and return
to Canaan?

2. Jacob and Laban appear not to have had the best of relationships. We often joke about friction
with our in-laws. Can such joking be overdone and even be needlessly cruel? What are several
ways that we can be an encouragement to our extended family, without meddling and trying
to control them?

3. Laban has “used” Jacob in several ways. ldentify these ways. How easy is it also for us to
use other people? When does such use become, in fact, abuse? Are we even always aware
of what we are doing with other people? How does Philippians 2:1-5 point us to a different way
in God’s Kingdom?

4. What Jacob does with the animals leads to an increase in his own flocks, both in terms of
guantity and quality of animals. Were Jacob’s husbandry tactics an instance of wisdom, or of
trickery, or of both? What does the text say? Whatis God’s purpose here in increasing Jacob’s
flocks?

5. Read Psalm 144, especially verses 12-15. Is this a picture of God’s blessings in the Kingdom
of His Son, Jesus Christ? Does the Kingdom consist only in spiritual blessings, or are physical
blessings also part of the picture? Are such blessings experienced in this life, or are we to look
for such blessings only in the life to come?

6. God often blesses His people with physical blessings. But read Hosea 13:4-6. What are the
dangers to our own souls when we prosper? Are we able to focus on the things that really
matter in God’s Kingdom when we are “blessed” with success?

This series of messages on the Five Points of Calvinism

= . 3 . . .
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; the summer of 2006.
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$15.00 AMERICAN FUNDS ONLY includes shipping
charges

Order by calling the Cornerstone United Reformed Church
office at 616/669-2190 by mail: 6442 — 36th Avenue,
Hudsonville, MI 49426 by email: office@cornerstoneurc.com

Sermans‘by;. Rew James Admires

Corieratorg Lrited Relamm Church, Hudsanile, MI

If you desire to receive more information about the United Reformed Churches, you may write
to: Cornerstone URC, 6442 — 36" Ave. Hudsonville, Ml 49426, or call: (616) 669-2190, or e-mail:
office@cornerstoneurc.com. You can also visit the church’s website: www.cornerstoneurc.com

December 2006

21




Alcock, Deborah. By Far Euphrates. a Tale on
Armeniain the 19th Century. Neeriandia, AB, Pella,
IA: Inheritance Publications, 2002. 274 pp. $14.95CN,
$12.95 US, paperback. Reviewed by Rev. J. Julien.

Recently a copy of an essay by Rev. A. A. Kayayan
cameinto thisreviewer’s hands—an essay concerning
the 87th anniversary of the Armenian genocide
engineered by Ottoman Turkey. That story initself is
absolutely horrifying. Christian Armenianssufferedin
an unspeakable way. Long before this horror,
Armenian Christianswere suffering for their faith. This
novel gives an account of the sufferings by means of
massacres 1894-1896. The author writesin the preface:
“Every instance of faith or heroism givenin these pages
isnot only trueinitsalf, but typical of ahundred others.”
More than 309,000 died for their faith in the 19th
century!

Thisstory isdevel oped around ayoung English boy, Jack
Grayson, who traveled with hisfather to Armenia. Very
soon both travelers are kept from moving on due to
malaria, and, sadly, thefather did not recover. Fromthis
point on the adventures of Jack develop. The struggles
of faith experienced along with the believers, the
struggles against the Muslims. The story line as a
whole, all contributeto adventureand interest. Anyone
who desires to know the struggles and the joys of
Christ’s Church--and every Christian should—uwiill find
thisabeneficial read.

Comrie, Margaret S. The Heroes of Castle Breton.
Neerlandia, AB, Pella, |A: Inheritance Publications,
2003. 229 pp. $12.99 US paperback. Reviewed by Rev.
J. dulien.

Hereisjust the book you have beenlooking for! Adven-
ture, mystery, history (though it does not take over) are
all part of this story. You want a book to read during
Christmasvacation? Hereit is! In fact, you may have
adifficult time putting it down. Young peopleand even
their grandparentswill enjoy it.

Book Reviews

.Justintimefor Christmas

Set in Europe in the century and a half following the
Reformation, it lays out some of the intense family
strugglesthat developed out of the Reformation. Sadly,
family strugglesand tensions often develop asaresult
of strugglesfor the faith.

In this story, Lady Eleonore, the Catholic Chatelaine
mistress of the chateau, is cut off from her friendsand
supporters because of her nephew’s lies about her. A
young Protestant comes to live at the castle and, to-
gether with several friends he makes there, comes to
her aid. The story has other twists and turns, some of
which will utterly amaze the reader.

Thisisone of many reprints of historical fiction books
that Inheritance Publicationsisreissuing. The publisher
isto be thanked for this gift to the churches.

Tucker, Charlotte Maria. Driven into Exile: a
Sory of theHuguenots. (Huguenot Inheritance Series
#5) Neerlandia, AB, Pdlla, 1A: Inheritance Publications,
2003. 141 pp., paperback. $8.90 US. Reviewed by
Rev. Jerome Julien.

Even royalty experienced the pressure of persecution
from the Romans Catholic Church in the late sixteen
hundreds. If you were somehow part of theroyal fam-
ily in France, but aHuguenot, you knew the handwrit-
ingwasonthewall. Youand your family knew that you
would have life and freedom only if you fled from
France.

Even though the Marquis la Force was given time to
recant his Protestant faith, the result would be banish-
ment. But neither he, nor hisfamily, could turnfromthe
truth of God. Most of the family went into exile in
England, but one member wasnot ableto go with them.
He was in the control of the church and he had to be
educated in Roman Catholicism.

Threewithinthefamily madethetripto England, arriv-
ing therein poverty. Livinginastrangelandin poverty
was very difficult for them. In addition, they were
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burdened by the fact that a son and nephew who re-
mained in France were being oppressed. Thiswas a
constant burden to them. Will there ever beareunion?
Thisstory opensup thetrialsbelievers have when they
seek to be faithful to the Lord.

Fiction? Yes. History? Yes. But more! Wecanlearn
from theseterrible times aswe face an unknown future.
At the same time, the story is delightful for it demon-
strates God's providence.

Cammenga, Ronald and Hanko, Ronald. Saved By
Grace; a study of the Five Points of Calvinism.
Second Edition. Grandville, M1: Reformed Free Pub-
lishing Association, 2002. xvii, 245 pp., including indices.
$17.95, hardcover; $13.95, paper. [Also available: a
study guide, $4.95] Reviewed by Rev. J. Julien.

Intheintroduction, it issaid, “Thisis not your standard
treatiseon the* Five Pointsof Calvinism...” Thisisvery
true! Succinctly and pointedly the authorsdeal with each
agpect. Beginning with theunderlying or overarching truth
of them all is a section on the sovereignty of God. Then
comes achapter on each of the well-known Five Points.

Each chapter includes sections in which the subject is
defined. Scriptural proofsaregivenand discussed. Even
the difficult passages are discussed. Objectionsto and
deniasof thepointsarededt with, aswell. Thepractica
importance of each point isexplained, and how the point
isrelated to the othersin the series.

Thewritershave doneamarvel ousjob of compiling and
explaining theinformation. Thisisone of thosehomeref-
erence books that will be used often as we seek to be
faithful to our Sovereign God.

Vos, Johannes G. Genesis. Published by Crown &
Covenant Publications, Pittsburgh, PA., 2006. Origi-
nally published by the Blue Banner of Faith and Life
in 1954-1957. 544 pp. $20.00 pb/$32.00h/c. Reviewed
by Rev. W. H. Oord.

For the last four years, | have been leading our Tues-
day Night Bible Study in astudy of the Book of Gen-
esis. Thisyear we began with Chapter 17. Needless
tosay, it hasbeen avery comprehensive study. In prepar-

ing for eachlesson, | read asmany commentariesas pos-
sible—both good and bad. Throughout the centuries, some
theol ogians have dissected Genesisinto parts that have
become unrecognizableas theWord of God. | recall one
commentary that actually blamed God for Cain’s anger.
After dl, thewriter argued, if God had accepted the sac-
rificeof Cain, hewould not havelost histemper and killed
hisbrother. And, yes, | didthrow that commentary away.

Other writersuphold the glorioustruthscontained in this
Book of Beginningsand offer gemsof wisdomto readers
seeking to understand the awesomeness of our great God.
One suchwriter isJ. G. Vodg! J. G Vostaught at Geneva
College from 1954 to 1973, where for many years he
served asthe chairman of the Bible Department. Recently,
| received acopy of hiscommentary with thevery smple
title: Genesis. J. G Vosisthe son of Dr. GeerhardusVos
of Princeton Seminary. Unlikehisfather, J. G Voswrites
invery smple, easy to understand language. Hetakesthe
book of Genesis and opens up one pearl after another.

J G Vosdividesthe Book of Genesisintothree parts, each
part containing severa chapters, and each chapter contain-
ing threeto four page lessons. At the end of each lesson
there are questions offered to remind the reader of what
hehasjust read. Mogt of theanswersto thequestionsare
found right in the lesson and do not lend themselvesto
discussion and therefore are not very helpful.

What isextremely hel pful, however, isthesuccinct way in
whichVosexplainseach passage. He often reviewswhat
othershavewritteninlight of the Reformed faith. Hein-
terprets Scripture according to Scripture, making very cer-
tainthat hedoesnot read into thetext something that it does
not say. Thisaspect of Vos writingisagreat asset tothe
serious student of God's Word, especialy after reading
other commentarieswholovetointerject their “ great find-
ings’ in the clear Word.

I would highly recommend thisbook to anyonewho hasa
lovefor theWord of God and the Reformed faith. | have
no doubt that it will be agreat asset to any Bible Studly.

Hyde, Daniel. Jesus Loves the Little Children.
Grand Rapids, MI. Reformed Fellowship, 2006. 96 pp.
$9.50 paperback. Reviewed by Rev. W. Oord

If you enjoyed Rev. Hyde's thorough study of the
Belgic Confession that appeared in The Outlook over
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thelast three years, you will truly enjoy hisnew book,
Jesus Loves the Little Children.

Rev. Hyde, who comes out of the Pentecostal move-
ment, became convinced of infant baptism as he be-
came more and more convinced of the truth of the
Reformed faith. Hisbook isdivided into eight easy to
read and understandabl e chaptersin which helooks at
circumcision and baptism; the covenant and baptism;
dedication or baptism, and other related issues.

This concise and powerful book isto be recommended
to parents who are struggling with the idea of infant
baptism aswell asthosein Reformed circleswho do not
have aclear understanding of what the Reformed faith
teaches concerning this sacrament. It would make a
great gift from consistories to new parents asit deals
with the promises of God to their children and also the
responsibilities that parents take upon themselves as
they present their children to the Lord.

Parsons, Burk. Assured By God. Phillipsburg, NJ,
P& R Publishing Company, 2006. 200 pp. $18.00 hard-
cover. Reviewed by Rev. W. Oord.

During my yearsintheministry, | have met peoplewho
lack assurance of their salvation and also people who
have an overconfidencein presuming their salvation. |
vividly recall trying to comfort afamily who had lost a
daughter, acknowledging her Christian testimony in
word and deed, and speaking of the joy that was hers
because she was now in glory. The eighty year old
mother could only respond with the words, “We hope
s0.” What grief must fill a home where there is no
comfort in Christ nor assurance of His saving grace.

Burk Parsons has edited a wonderfully pastoral book
that ministersto the hearts of those who question their
salvation. He hascompiled thewritingsof great, lucid
writers such as Sinclair Furguson who writes on the
topic “ Assurance Justified,” Joel Beekewho writeson
“The Fullness of Grace,” John MacArthur who writes
on*“TheGlory of True Repentance,” R. C. Sproul who
writeson “ TheAnatomy of Doubt and Assurance,” and
ahost of others.

Theten essays contained in this book are easy to read
and understand. They weave awonderfully fine line
between bringing assurance to the believer and keep-

ing aperson from having asense of false security. The
end result isthe humble Christian seeking toliveinthe
fullness of God's grace.

Sproul, R. C.. TruthsWe ConfessVI. 1. Phillipsburg,
N.J, P& R Publications, 2006. $22.00 hardcover. Re-
viewed by Rev. W. Oord.

Those brought up on the threeforms of unity are often
not very familiar with the Westminster Confession of
Faith. If you fit into this category, or if you love the
Westminster Confession of Faith, | would encourage
you to grab hold of abook written by one of my favor-
iteauthors, R. C. Sproul. Inwhat will becomeathree
volume exposition of the Westminster Confession of
Faith, Dr. Sproul has set out to write alasting commen-
tary on the eternal truths of the Holy Scriptures.

InVolume One, Dr. Sproul explainsthefirst eight chap-
tersof the Westminster Confession of Faith deding with
the Holy Scripture, the Trinity, the decrees of God, cre-
ation, providence, the fall of the human race, God's
covenant, and Christ our Mediator. Each chapter brings
insightsto many current issues, describesdifferent con-
troversies, and explainswhy Sproul holdstheview that
hedoes. For example, inthe chapter dealing with cre-
ation, Sproul explainsthe gap theory, macroevolution,
the Framework hypothesis, and theliteral six day cre-
ation. Hegoesonto explainthat, athough he once held
the Framework hypothesis as aviable theory, he does
so no longer.

Throughout the volume, Sproul tiesin the significance
of each event and how it tiesin with God’ s redemptive
plan. Hebringsin many personal examplesaswell as
examplesfrom Scripture, general revel ation, history, and
thescientificworld. All inal, thereader will find this
book a pleasure to read and extremely helpful in the
study of our great and awesome God.

Vander Kam, Henry. Ephesians. Grand Rapids,
MlI., Reformed Fellowship. Reprinted 2006. 127 pp.
$8.00 soft cover. Reviewed by Rev. W. Oord

One of the most popular Bible studies by Rev. Vander
Kam is back in print. And it looks better than ever!
Originally published in The Outlook decades ago, this
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Bible Study is still relevant, and many of theissuesit
dealswith are still current within the church.

The sixteen chaptersin the book begin with the topic,
“Our Glorious Redemption” and work their way through
the Paul’s| etter to the church in Ephesusto the topic of
“The Whole Armor of God.” Other topics deal with
salvation, redemption, therole of Jewsand Gentilesin
the church, unity within the church, and the pattern set
by Paul for husbands, wives, and children, to name a
few. Each lesson begins with an explanation of the
passage and ends with questions that help bring about
discussion within agroup Bible study.

Ephesiansisthefirst of several Bible Studies published
by Reformed Fellowship that will take on the new ook
whilestill bringing forth the old truths of God’s Word.
Other studiesthat have beenin popular demand by Rev.
Vander Kam, Amos and the long out of print Il Timo-
thy and Titus, should be availablein the autumn of 2007.
In addition, Reformed Fellowship is reprinting Rev.
Piersma sBible Study on the book of Daniel, also avail-
able next Fall. For more information, contact the
business office at (616) 532-8510 or visit
www.reformedfell owship.net.

Freswick, Casey. Postmodern Liberalism: Re-
painting a Non-Christian Faith (An Evangelical
Critique of Rob Bell’s Velvet Elvis. Grand Rapids,
Michigan, Reformed Fellowship, 2006. 19 pp. $2.50
each; 10 for $1.25 each; 50 for $0.80 each. Reviewed
by Rev. W. Oord.

First published in The Outlook in the January and
February 2006 issues, Rev. Freswick’s booklet sheds
the light of the Reformed faith upon the Emergent
Church movement. Whilethispamphletisareview of
Rev. Rob Bell’s book, Velvet Elvis, itisin reality a
critique of amovement that seemsto be sweeping the
country — especially the youth of the Reformed
churches.

Whilemany seemto beimpressed by themusic, style, and
format of theworship, thisnew movement isexposed for
itslack of sound teaching. Rev. Freswick writes about
Rev. Bdll'sagpproach tothetruth, thevirgin birth, and the
Trinity, asjust afew examplesof thegrievouserrorsthat
have come out of this church movement.

| would strongly encourage church leaders to pick up
acopy of this pamphlet. Infact, it would be wise for
youth leadersto pick up several copiesfor their youth
group to use asa study guide, leading the youth of our
church to an understanding that not everything that la-
belsitself as“church” is necessarily true to the Word
of God.
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New Copies of 1976 “Blue”
Psalter Hymnal Available

Reformed Fellowship, Inc., publisher of The Out-
look, has arranged with CRC Publications to
publish new copies of the 1976 Psalter Hymnal for
a cost of US $18.00 plus shipping from Grand
Rapids, Michigan. Orders may be placed by
churches and individuals. Payment will be required
when the books are available early in 2007. Please
include an e-mail address to help us contact you.

Contact Reformed Fellowship, Inc.
3363 Hickory Ridge Ct. SW
Grandville, M1 49418
(616)532-8510
sales@reformedfellowship.net

www.reformedfellowship.net

December 2006

25




| ndex

- 2006

VolumeLVI
compiled by the Editor

AUTHOR

Anonymous
Looking OutandAbouit..1:23; 3:11; 4:31; 5:30; 6:32; 7:28; 9:24
Mid-AmericaReformed Seminary Commencement..7:29

Barnes, Doug
URCNA Classis Report: Central US.......3:19; 7:25; 9:8

Barr, Abigail
IndianIdolatry inEveryHeart ...,

Boekestein, Bill

veerneene. 10029

God BindsHisCovenant ..........ccccooevenereienienienenes 8:3
Dykstra, Joel

Bearingthe CrosS ... .o e e 1:3
Flodquigt, Paul

Joseph, theHushand of Mary .......ccccevevecvenesccnenee 11.5
Freswick, Casey

New Breed of Conservetives A ........ccovvveevereeneeeen ... 8:24

PostmodernLiberaism.......covnvcneoninen e 1:16;2:16
Haan,DowR.,Sr.

God’'s Salvation from Eternity to Eternity......3:15; 4:20
Holtdag,Andre

Divine Judge Saves a Devastated People, A......3:3
Psalm 46 and A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.......9:3

Hossink, Kevin

Breadwinner BIESSINGS.....c.cvcoveeeveveerenereseseeenerens e e oo 10:3
Hyde, Danid

URCNA Classis Report: Southwest US.....3:18; 7:27

WeConfess...... 1.6;2:5;3:7;4:8;5:10; 6:10; 7:12; 8:21; 9:21
Julien, Jerome

BOOK REVIEWS......cecveecrreeireeerese e esessessssessssesssseneens 11:22
K looster man, David

Reformed Education: A Doubtful Future.......................10:8

Reformed Education: A Glorious Heritage............. 9.9
Larson,Mark J.

Finding Happinessin God .........c.ccceevveevviieeninnnn. 5:29

Incarnate Word of God, The ................... 4:24; 7:30

TrueEnlightenment..........cccoevevveeevnereseee e 211

True Worship, Our Response to Grace.......... 10:11
Lems, Shane

Family Visiting: Notesand Observations................... 2:12
Two Partsof theHeidelberg Catechism, The..............6:14

Linden, David
Why Crucify, Why Not Stone.......ccccovcvvevevvecciveeeeennn A4

Lubbers, Greg
Ungodly Departure, The.......ovnvevcereinse s e e e .. 9:28

Miller, Brian

Preachingthe Saints.........cccovevvvvvnevenereieeceeee e 7:5

TensioninMedieval EXpoSItions.........cccceveevevereeennnnn 9.5
Mulder,Amanda

MisSONTHNIDAD ... .o e e 2:24
Nordeman, Gerard

Press Rel ease of the M eeting of the Combined Committees

reChUrCh OFdEr ..o eeseereeseeeeeeeseeees 1:14;5:23
Nymeyer, Bradd

Proposing Unity: URCNA & CanRC.......................1:12
Oord, Wybren

INAEX 2006, V1. LV L.t 11:26

Importance of the Ascension of Jesus, The..............5:27

Jeremiah Could Not Keep Still.......cccovveeneencnen 6:5

PreparetheWaly.......c.ccocvveeeveeereererrsecses s ssesesenees 11:3

This Is My Outlook..........................2:30; 3:31; 6:3
URCNA ClasssReport; Michigan..............3:20; 7:26; 11:13
ViCtorioUSMESSAOE, A.......coeceeecreereveeneeseeesssssnsennnn e 0 0 203
See also: Book Reviews

Overman, Seve
Westminster Seminary CaliforniaCommencement....7:28

Pereszlonyi, Eikos
Historical Overview of the Reformed Church in

HUNQAIY ... e 3:22
Pontier, Ralph
LaW O LOVE. ..ottt e 2:3
Meeting of the CEIR of the OPC with the CERCU of the
URCNA e 6:29
SINfUl SEIVANES. .. ..o 6:3
Rubingh, Vanessa
OnAngels: aFlaw in Reformed Practice................... 11.7
Sromberg, Mark
Baptism: A Covenantal Signand Sedl..........cccceeeee.e......8:6
Baptism: The Debate BehindtheDebate....................... 5.6
Baptism: The Issue of Continuity.....................6:7
Baptism: Should Infantsof BelieversbeBaptized......... 79
Tangelder, Johan
CeebraingtheLord'sDay........ccomrmenecneneneenn.. . 411, 5:14
CanWeWelcome MuslimsasFellow Believers....... 10:5
|slam Versusthe Christian Concept of Freedom............. 11:9

26

The Dutlook




Van Dam, Nicolaas

Bernardus Smytegelt ..o e e 10:12

GIDEMTUSVORLIUS ... ..ot essssssserere s s e s 3:26
Van der Woerd

URCNA ClassisReport: Western Canada. .. ................3:21
Vander Hart, Mark

Bible Studiesin Jacob.............. 8:13;9:13; 10:13; 11:14

Venema, Cornédlis, P
New Testament Evidence Regarding Paedocommunion
.................................................................... 8:29; 9:25; 10:21
Old Testament Evidence Regarding the Participation of
Childrenin Covenant Obsarvances................ 4.26; 6:22;7:20
Paedocommunion and the Reformed Confessions
........................................................................ 1:20; 2:26; 3:.27

Vos, Brian
LookingAbove.... 2:21; 3:12; 4:16; 5:19; 6:19; 7:16; 8:9; 10:25
White, J. Wesley

If YouWant to Enter Life, Keep the Commandments...6:27
What We Should Learn From HurricaneKatrina......... 1:10

Wieske, Garrelt
City of LOVE, ThE. .. ... ettt seseesere e e 7:3
TheWay, TheTruth, andtheLife..........ccccevvvvnen.. 5:3

Wynia, Dick
Press Release of the Joint Meetings re Book of Praise/
SONGBOOK ...ttt ssesssesessse s s neees 2.9

ARTICLES

Baptism: A Covenantal Signand Seal, M. Stromberg......... 8:6
Baptism: The Debate Behind the Debate, M. Stromberg.....5:6
Baptism: The Issue of Continuity, M. Stromberg....... 6.7
Baptism: Should Infants of Believers be Baptized, M.

StrOMDBErg.. oo 7:9
Bearing the Cross, J. Dykstra.......cccccoceeveevnivneinennenn . 103
Bernardus Smytegelt, N. Van Dam........................10:12
Bible Studiesin Jacob, M. Vander Hart.8:13; 9:13; 10:13; 11:14
Breadwinner Blessings, K. Hossink..........ccccceeevveieennnn. .. 10:3
CanWeWdcomeMudimsasFdlow Bdievers J.Tawgelder...lO:S

CdebratingtheLord’'sDay, J. Tangdlder.....................4:11; 5:14
City of Love, The, G Wieske. .. . .73
Divine Judge Saves a De'vastated People A A.
Holtslag.....covvei i 3:3
Family Visiting: Notesand Observations, S. Lems....... 2:12
Finding Happinessin God, M. Laron.. ..5:29
GishertusVoetius, N. Van Dam.. R ...3:26
God Binds His Covenant, B. Boekesteln .......8.3
God's Savetion from Eternity to Eternity, D. Ham. . .3:14; 420
Historical Overview of the Reformed Churchin Hungary, E
Pereszlonyi.....ccoovie i 3:22

If You Want to Enter Life, Keep the Commandments, W.

WHhIte. .o 6:27
Importance of theAscension of Jesus, The, W. Oord.....5:27
INAEX, W. OOFQ.....oieeeececereereereeseesee s sssessessesees 11:29
IncarnateWord of God, The, M. Larson.................4:24; 7:30
Indian Idolatry in Every Heart, A. Barr................. 10:29
Islam Versus the Christian Concept of Freedom, J.

LI g0 (= Lo = SRS 119
Jeremiah Could Not Keep Still, W. Oord.........cccccvevenenee .. .6:5
Joseph, the Husband of Mary, P. Flodquist......... 11:5
Law or Love, R. PONLIEr......ccovinrecrreccrseecee 2:3
LookingAbove B.\V0s...221,312;4:16;5:19;6:19; 7:16;8:9;10:25

Looking OutandAbout ...1:23; 3:11; 4:31; 5:30; 6:32; 7:28;9:24
Meeting of the CEIR of the OPC with the CERCU of the

URCNA, R PONEN ... seaeeeees 6:29
Mid-AmericaReformed Seminary Commencement......... 7:29
Mission Trinidad, A. Mulder.. .2:24
New Breed of Conservatives, A C FreSW|ck .......... 8 24
New Testament Evidence Regarding Paedocommunion, C.

RV 1= 10 T 8:29;9:25;10:21

Old Testament Evidence Regarding the Participation of

ChildreninCovenant Observances, C. Venema...4:26; 6:22; 7:20
OnAnges AHawinReformed Practice, V. Rubingh.............. 117
Paedocommunion and the Reformed Confessions, C.

V= 1= 1.7 PPN 1:20; 2:26; 3:27
Postmodern Liberalism, C. Freswick.....................1:16; 2:16
Preaching the Saints, B. Miller..........cccccveevieveen.. . 725
PreparetheWay, W. O0rd..........cccvverveerreereeeneeesesesenenenns 11:3
Press Rel ease of the Joint M eetings re Book of Praise/Song

BOOK, D.VWYNIAL....c.cooeecceerre e 2.9
Press Rel ease of the M eeting of the Combined Committees

reChurch Order, GNordeman. . ..........oecoveenneereeeneenne 1:14;5:23
Proposing Unity: URCNA & CanRC, B. Nymeyer..........1:112
Psalm 46 and A Mighty FortresslsOur God, A. Holtdag...9:3
Reformed Education: A Doubtful Future, D. Kloogterman....10:8
Reformed Education: A GloriousHeritage, D. Kloogterman....9:9
Sinful Servants, R. Pontier.........cccccoeviveniienee e 6:3
TensoninMedieva Expositions, B. Miller....................9:5
ThislsMy Outlook, W. Oord........cccceevernenee....2:30; 3:31; 6:30
TrueEnlightenment, M. Larson. ......ccccccoveeveveevensenennennn oo 2:11
True Worship, Our Responseto Grace, M. Larson.....10:11
Two Partsof the Heidelberg Catechism, The, S. Lems....6:14
Ungodly Departure, The, G. Lubbers..................9:28
URCNA ClasssReport: Central US, D. Barnes...3:19; 7:25; 9:8
URCNA ClassisReport: Michigan, W. Oord.3:20; 7:26; 11:13
URCNA ClassisReport: Southwest US, D. Hyde.....3:18; 7:27
URCNA Classis Report: Western Canada, W. T. Van der

L0 (o S 321
VictoriousMessage, A, W. Oord.. S .43
Way, TheTruth, and the Life, The GWl&dKe .....5.3
WeConfess, D.Hyde... 1.:6; 2.5; 3.7, 4:8,5:10; 6:10; 712 821;9:21
Westminster Seminary California Commencement, S.

OVEIMIAN. ...ttt e e 7:28

December 2006

27




What We Should Learn From Hurricane Katrina, J.W.

WHITE. ..o e 1:10
Why Crucify, Why Not Stone, D. Linden............coeee. .44
SUBJECTS

ANGELS

OnAngels. A Flaw in Reformed Practice, V. Rubingh....11:7

APOCALYPSE
LookingAbove B.VOS.........ccmemeveineeineinen e evenn . 4216

ANGELS
OnAngels. A Flaw in Reformed Practice, V. Rubingh....11:7

BAPTISM
Baptism: A Covenantal Signand Sedl, M. Stromberg. .....8:6
Baptism: The Debate Behind the Debate, M.

StrOMbBEIg. . 5:6
Baptism: Thelssueof Continuity, M. Stromberg........... 6.7
Baptism: Should Infants of Believers be Baptized, M.
S 10101 0 =T o S 7:9
WeConfess, D. HYdE. ... 6:10
BELGIC CONFESS ON
Article29-WeConfess, D. Hyde.......ccccoevermereveneeneenn e 1.6
Article30-WeConfess, D. Hyde........cccocveveccvrerenennne s 2:5
Article31-WeConfess, D.Hyde.......ccccoeverrmerernenenn e 3.7
Article32-WeConfess, D. Hyde.......cccoovveereereereereernennn e 4:8
Article33-WeConfess, D. Hyde........cccocvevenererernenn s 5:10
Article34-WeConfess, D. Hyde.........ccooovvvervvveccenn 6:10
Article35-WeConfess, D. Hyde........ccoovvereeereneneene o 712
Article36-WeConfess, D. Hyde.........coovvrreeeveveneene o 821
Article37-WeConfess, D. Hyde.........cccoovvrereeeneneneenee o 921

CANADIANREFORMED CHURCH

LookingOutandAbout ... 1:23,3:11; 4:31; 5:30; 6:32; 7:28; 9:24

ThisIsMy Outlook, W. O0rd........c.ccceevrerereereninnns. 2:30
WeConfess, D. Hyde........cccceovvrvveveievrerereeee 1.6,2:6
CHURCHHISTORY
BernardusSmytegelt, N. VanDam........ccoevevvererreens 10:12
GishertusVoetius, N. VanDam.. ..3:26
Historical Overview of the Reformed Church in Hungary,
E. Pereszlonyi.........cooveecveesve s 322
CHURCH ORDER
Press Rel ease of the M eeting of the Combined Committees
re Church Order, GNordeman............cocoeeevreneneeenens 1:14
WeConfess, D. Hyde..........ccovvvreveierrceresce e e 4:9
CHURCHUNITY
Meeting of the CEIR of the OPC with the CERCU of the
URCNA, R PONEN ... eseaeeeees 6:29
Press Release of the Joint Meetings re Book of Praise/
Song BOOK, D. VWYNI@........ccerrerrerersesnessssssssesssenee e 2.9
Press Rel ease of the M eeting of the Combined Committees
reChurch Order, GNordeman...........cocvnereeneenenn. 1:14;5:23
Proposing Unity: URCNA & CanRC, B. Nymeyer....1:12
Sinful Servants, R. PONIEr. ... 6:3
ThisisMy Outlook, W. O0Fd.........cccrreeenmeeermrenenenenee e 2:30
CONVERSI ON
God's Sdvation from Eternity to Eternity, D. Haan. ...... 314
COVENANT
Baptism: A Covenantal Sign and Seal, M. Stromberg....8:6
Baptism: Should Infants of Believers be Baptized, M.
SOMDEIG. e 79

God BindsHis Covenant, B. Boekestein......................8:3
DEACONS

, X i WeConfess, D. HYdE. . ... 2:7
g;ess;elsa[s)e\(/)\j;he Joint Meetings re Book of Prarzsegl DISCIPLINE
NG BOOK, D. WANIAL .. cc.eerreerreeeeerenreereeee e : i

Pres%ReIe%of the Meeting of the Combined Committees Ungodly Departure, The, G Lubbers.........cccvvveeeneee 928

reChurch Order, GNOFAEMan. ... 1:14:5:23 WeConfess, D. Hyde........cccocoveveereenen. s - .1:9;4:8

Proposing Unity: URCNA & CanRC, B. Nymeyer....1:12 wﬂﬂtewe Should Learn From Hurricane Katrina, i\i\i)
CHRIST - [See JESUSCHRIST] . :
CHRISTMAS VictoriousMessage, A, W. O0rd.....ccoovveeememrveinnrrreeeevvn . A3

Joseph, the Husband of Mary, P FIoqu|st w..11:5  ELDERS

PreparetheWay, W. Oord.. 113 Family Visiting: Notesand Observations, S. Lems......2:12
CHRISTIANEDUCATION WeConfess, D. HYdE. . ... 2.7

Reformed Education: A Doubtful Future, D. ELECTION

KIOOSLEIMAN. ......ceevieiiiecieeeee e 10:8 BibleStudiesin Jacob, M. Vander Hart......................814

Reformed Education: A Glorious Heritage, D. God's Salvation from Eternity to Eternity, D. Haan.......3:14

KIOOSEEMAN. ...t e e 99  FRAITH

ThisIsMy Outlook, W. OOrd........ccccveurerureeennee 2:30;3:31 God's Salvation from Eternity to Eternity, D. Haan. ... 3:14
CHRISTIANREFORMED CHURCH Postmodern Liberdlism, C. Freswick........ccocenenee... . 1116

New Breed of Conservatives, A, C. Freswick.......... 8:24 TrueEnlightenment, M. Larson........cccccevveevernniennns 2:11
CHURCH FAMILYVISTING

Family Visiting: Notesand Observations, S. Lems.....2:12 Family Visiting: Notesand Observetions, S. Lems......2:12

LookiNgADBOVE, B. VOS.....c.coveirerererreseeeressesesesssssenennens 89
28 The Qutiook




GLORIFICATION
God'sSavation from Eternity to Eternity, D. Haan...3:14; 4:20

GOVERNMENT

We Confess, D. Hyde.........ccocvvvvererereeeeeeeecenes 8:21
HAPPINESS

Finding Happinessin God, M. Laron..........cccccceevvuenene 5:29
HEAVEN

LookingAbove, B.VOS........cccoereereneereereeneeseesseneenees 2:21;3:12
HEIDELBERGCATECHISM

Two Partsof the Heidelberg Catechism, The, S. Lems...6:14
IDOLATRY

Indian Idolatry in Every Heart, A. Bar..................... 10:29
INDEX

Index - VolumeLV1 (2006), W. H. Oord........ccccovrreereennen. 11:22
ISLAM

CanWeWdcomeMudimsasFdlow Beievers J Tangd der...10:5
IdamVersusthe Chrigtian Concept of Freedom, J. Tangd der.... 119

JACOB
BibleSudiesin Jacob, M. Vander Hat ..8:13; 9:13, 10:13; 11:14

JESUSCHRIST

ASCENSION
Importanceof theAscensonof Jesus The W. Oord.....5:27
DEATH
Bearing the Cross, J  Dykstra......1:3
Why Crucify, Why Not Stone, D. Linden........ 4:4
DEITY
Incarnate Word of God, The, M. Larson.......4:24
OBEDIENCE
If YouWant to Enter Life, Keepthe Commandments,
WWhILE....c ettt ssssseeeees 6:27
RESURRECTION
Victorious Message, A, W. Oord.............. 4:3
VIRGINBIRTH
Postmodern Liberaism, C. Freswick............... 2:17
JOHNTHEBAPTIST
PreparetheWay, W. O0rd..........ccoeevvereeerreiereseeereneens 11:3
JOSEPH
Joseph, the Husband of Mary, P. Flodquist................ 11.5
JUDGMENT
DivineJudge SavesaDevadtated People, A, A. Holtdag.....3:3
LookingAbove, B.VOS. ... 4:16;6:19
WeConfess, D. HYdE. ......ccveeveereeereneereseessesessessensenn e 921
What We Should Learn From Hurricane Katrina, J.W.
White. ..o 1:10
JUSTIFICATION
God's Salvation from Eternity to Eternity, D.
HBBN. . oot 3:14;4:20
TensoninMedieval Expositions, B. Miller............c........ 9.5

KNOWLEDGE
DivineJudge SavesaDevadtated People, A, A. Holtdag.....3:3
TrueEnlightenment, M. LarSon.........ccccveveeveeeeererneeenens 211
LAW
If You Want to Enter Life, Keegp the Commandments, W.
White. ..o 6:27
Law or Love, R. PONLIES.......ccoovinieirireniee e 2:3
Two Partsof theHeidelberg Catechism, The, S. Lems..6:14
LORD’'SDAY
CelebratingtheLord sDay, J. Tangelder..........cceeveenene 4:11
LORD’'SSUPPER

Old Testament Evidence Regarding the Participation of

Children in Covenant Observances, C. Venema
........................................................................... 4.26;6:22; 7:20
Paedocommunion and the Reformed Confessions, C.
VLS 015 0 07 TP 3.27;4:26;6:22
We Confess, D. HYdE.........ccovvveeveireeereree s 7:12
We Confess, D. Hyde.........ccoeovverere e 1.6
LOVE
Cityof Love, The GWIESKE. .. ....ovevrrecreeneveessrrnnee e 02 123
Lawor Love, R. PONtiEr.......cceeeericeeeectececee e 2:3
LUTHER,MARTIN

Psalm 46 and A Mighty FortresslsOur God, A. Holtda....9:3
Tensionin Medieval Expositions, B. Miller.................9:5

MARTYRS
LookingADOVE, B.VOS.........cccvemeireeiresiresiresssesssnensenenns 5:19
MEDITATIONS
Bearingthe Cross, J. DyKStra.......ccccovveecvnenesnenen oo 1.3
Breadwinner Blessings, K. Hossink..........cccceeeeeee.... 10:3
City of Love, The, G. Wieske.......ccccecevereennnnn 7:3
Divine Judge Saves a Devastated People, A, A.
[ [0S = o 3.3
God BindsHisCovenant, B. Boekestein..........ccocccveeene. 83
LaworLove, R. PONLIEr........cccceeevnrrreeeenenenen e 2:3
Psdm46 andA Mighty FortresslsOur God,A. Holtdag.......9:3
PreparetheWay, W. O0rd..........ccovevverevvrernienereeiereneens 11:3
Sinful Servants, R. PONtIer .......ccccovveiinneienreeniee 6:3
VictoriousMessage, A, W.Oord..........ccoemerrenererneeen . 43
Way, TheTruth, andtheLife, The, G Wieske................... 5:3
MID-AMERICA REFORMED SEMINARY
Mid-AmericaReformed Seminary Commencement.......7:29
MINISTERS
WeConfess, D. HYdE. .......coeveveereerrereerereersineseae oo 2:6; 3.7
MISSIONS

Indian|dolatry inEvery Heart,A. Barr.........................10:29
Jeremiah Could Not Keep Still, W. Oord......c.ccoveveeeeneeee...6:5

MissionTrinidad, A. MUlder.........ccovvverevvcceenrrirene 2:24
NADERE REFORMATION
Bernardus Smytegelt, N. VanDam.........cccccevvvrerenene. 10:12

GishertusVoetius, N. VanDam..........ccenennnnnnnn 3.26

December 2006




ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Meeting of the CEIR of the OPC with the CERCU of the

URCNA, R PONES ...t ssesssesssssssssssnnes 6:29
PAEDOCOMMUNION

New Testament Evidence Regarding Paedocommunion, C.

VL 1= 10 PP 8:29;9:25;10:21

Old Testament Evidence Regarding the Participation of Children

inCovenant Obsarvances, C.Venema.........eeeeee: 4:26;6:22; 7:20

Paedocommunion and the Reformed Confessions, C.

VL 1= 10 TP 1.20; 2:26; 3:27
PAUL, THEAPOSTLE

Law or Love, R PONtIES.......ccoeveceeereceessesesesese e 2:3
PENTECOST

Jeremiah Could Not Keep Still, W. Oord.........ccocvevererenn. 6:5
PREACHING

LookingABOVE, B.VOS.......ccocvrrereireereineereinesssesssnesneseesnes 7:16

Preaching the Saints, B. Mill€f..........ccccovevrvvnccccnerine 7.5

WeConfess, D. HYdE........ccccevrerreeerrereseeeesesessesesereens 1.8
POSTMODERNLIBERALISM

Postmodern Liberdism, C. FreSWicK.......ouweeeeeereeneennenns 1:16
REFORMEDFAITH

God's Salvation from Eternity to Eternity, D. Haan......... 314

ThislsMy Outlook, W. O0rd. .......cccceeerrerererecerernenee s 331
REGENERATION

God's Salvation from Eternity to Eternity, D. Haan......... 314

REPROBATION
God's Salvation from Eternity to Eternity, D. Haan......3:14

SACRAMENTS
Paedocommunion and the Reformed Confessions, C.
A= 1= 0 > T 2:26
We Confess, D. HYdE........ccccveeeerererererereres e 5:10
We Confess, D. Hyde........ccccovreirevreniereseeeseseseenenes 1.6
SALVATION

God's Salvation from Eternity to Eternity, D. Haan......... 314
SANCTIFICATION
God'sSavationfrom Eternity to Eternity, D. Haan..... 3:14; 4:20

SEMINARY
Mid-AmericaReformed Seminary Commencemernt .......7:29
Westminster Seminary California Commencement, S.

UNITED REFORMED CHURCHESINNORTH
AMERICA
Meeting of the CEIR of the OPC with the CERCU of the

URCNA, R PONLIES ... 6:29
Press Release of the Joint Meetings re Book of Praise/
Song BOOK, D. WYNI@........ccouverererererreseresesiseseseeesieeeeeeenns 2.9
Press Rel ease of the M eeting of the Combined Committees
reChurch Order, GNordeman............cc.ouveenneeneenneen. 1:14;5:23
Proposing Unity: URCNA & CanRC, B. Nymeyer......... 112
ThislsMy Outlook, W. O0rd..........cccoeevrereerrrererne e 2:30

URCNA ClasssReport: Centrd US, D. Barnes....3:19; 7:25; 9:8
URCNA ClassisReport: Michigan, W. Oord....3:20; 7:26; 11:13
URCNA ClassisReport: Southwest US, D. Hyde..3:18; 7:27
URCNA Classis Report: Western Canada, W. T. Van der

WOEBK. ..o 3:21
VOETIUS GISBERTUS

Gisbertus Voetius, N. Van Dam..........ccccecvvvvenennnn 3:26
WESTMINSTER SEMINARY

Westminster Seminary California Commencement, S.

OVEIMAN. ...t 7:28
WORLDLINESS

ThislsMy Outlook, W. O0rd.........cccoeveveevrnreriniennns 6:30
WORSHIP

Celébratingthe Lord’sDay, J. Tangelder..........cccovveenene 4:11

TrueWorship, Our Responseto Grace, M. Larson......10:11

WeConfess, D. Hyde. ... 4.8

BOOK REVIEWS

Alcock, Deborah. By Far Euphrates a Tale on Armenia in
the 19th Century. Neeriandia, AB, Pella, |A: Inheritance
Publications, 2002. 274 pp. $14.95CN, $12.95 US,

paperback. Reviewed by Rev. J. dulien..............c........ 11:22
Bell, Rob. \elvet Elvis, Repainting the Christian Faith.
Reviewed by Rev. C. FreswicK.........ccveeerecerenenens 1:16;2:16

Cammenga, Ronald and Ronald Hanko. Saved By Grace; a
study of the Five Points of Calvinism. Second Edition.
Grandville, MI: Reformed Free Publishing Association,
2002. xvii, 245 pp., including indices. $17.95, hardcover;
$13.95, paper. [Also available: a study guide, $4.95]
Reviewed by ReV. J. JUlieN........ccveveevreeereereeereerereereeseneens 11:23

Comrie, Margaret S. The Heroes of Castle Breton.
Neerlandia, AB, Pella, |A: Inheritance Publications, 2003.

Freswick, Casey. Postmodern Liberalism: Repainting a
Non-Christian Faith (An Evangelical Critique of Rob
Bell's Velvet Elvis. Grand Rapids, Michigan, Reformed
Fellowship, 2006. 19 pp. $2.50 each; 10for $1.25 each; 50

OVEIMMAN. ..o 7:28
SMYTEGELT,BERNARDUS

Bernardus Smytegdlt, N. Van Dam...........ccccceevvereenee. 10:12
SYNOD

New Breed of Conservatives, A, C. Freswick.................. 8:24
THANKSGIVING

Breadwinner Blessings, K. HOSSINK.......c.ccoevveneerericinenns 10:3
TRINITY

Postmodern Liberalism, C. FreswicK........cvveeieeeiveeennnnns 2:16
30

The Dutlook




for $0.80 each. Reviewed by Rev. W. Oord.................. 11:25
Hyde, Daniel. JesusLovestheLittle Children. Grand Rapids,
MI. Reformed Fellowship, 2006. 96 pp. $9.50 paperback.
Reviewed by Rev. W. O0rd.........ccccovvvevvvneeienrenne 11:23
Monsma, Timothy M. Hope for the Southern World:
Impacting Societal Problemsin the Non-Western World.
CCW Books, Loveland, CO. Reviewed by Rev. T. Vanden
Heuvel. ... 10:24
Parsons, Burk. Assured By God. Phillipsburg, NJ, P&R
Publishing Company, 2006. 200 pp. $18.00 hardcover.
Reviewed by Rev. W. Q0rd..........ccovvvevvrerernerennereenn, 11:24
Sproul, R. C.. TruthsWeConfessVI. 1. Phillipsburg, N.J, P&R
Publications, 2006. $22.00 hardcover. Reviewed by Rev.

Tucker, Charlotte Maria. Driveninto Exile: a Sory of the
Huguenots. (Huguenot | nheritance Series#5) Neerlandia,
AB, Pella, 1A: Inheritance Publications, 2003. 141 pp.,
paperback. $8.90 US. Reviewed by Rev. Jerome
JULTEN. .. 11:22

Vander Kam, Henry. Ephesians. Grand Rapids, M.,
Reformed Fellowship. Reprinted 2006. 127 pp. $8.00 soft
cover. Reviewed by Rev. W. Oord.........ccooveveeererveeenene 11:24

Vos, Johannes G. Genesis. Published by Crown & Covenant
Publications, Pittsburgh, PA., 2006. Originally published
by the Blue Banner of Faith and Lifein 1954-1957. 544 pp.
$20.00 pb/$32.00h/c. Reviewed by Rev. W. H. Oord.....11:22

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

GENESISBIAD.....cuceetereeee ettt bbb s o 6.7
GENESISLT:7 ..ottt o+ 6.7
GENESIS25:19-26.......cocv ettt s 1 813
GENESIS25:27-3A.....cooeeeeereeeretree st sss s esssesassstn s o0 817
GENESISZ27:1-29.. ..o aesaesaes o 9:13
GENESIS27:30-28:9.. ...t tnre 9.17
GENESIS2B:10-22......eeveeeeee e aes st s o0 10:13
GENESIS29:1-30.. ...ttt sestenre s on 10:17
Deuteronomy 21:23........ccooeieereeeeeesssesesssssssssssssssssssesens 4:4
Y 00 0. O 33
PSAMIZB......ooeectreeeeee e bbb saene s e e 9:3
PSAM A28 ...t sssessen s e e 10:3
JEMIBN3Li33... ..ot besaestee e s 1 6.7
EZEKIE 20:37 ...ttt sessass s sessssasstsne s 1 0000 83
EZEKIE 37:26,27 ... sessssssssessassas s o o s 6.7
Mathew 28:10.......ccueererreerreeeeeete et sesassstene o o 8.6
MAKIS:2L. ..ottt bssassssen s s s 1 e 1.3
LUKE3:3B... oottt sttt en s bere s o0 11:3
JONNT2:32, 33ttt bbb aesasssss s e 47
JONN TG, bebe e 1 e an 53
ACIS2:3B-1....coeeecereeres sttt e e 87
o S RS 4:6
ACIS22:16.....cooeeteeee ettt e e 87
ROMANSB:3...... . ettt o s o 87
1 CoriNthiaNSB:16.......cceeverrereeeeriereereeesse e ressessssssesseee s e e 6.7

GaAAiANS3: A3, 14.. ..ottt s 10 47
GaAaianNS3:15,16.. ...t 10 6.7
[ 0]0TcS T ST i S 2:11
ColOSIANSZ2 AL, 12.. ...ttt sesssenns s o0 87
THUSSD.eecteeee et bbb aenas e 1 e 0 s 8.8
TIUS3:10.. ..ottt bbb sbene e o 2:30
HEDrEWSSB:10.. ...ttt aesesesesasssse s s e e 6.7
FIONNZ2:36.... oottt s 1o 2:3
REVEAIONSII2A. . ...ttt sessesten s 1 7.3
REVEEIONS:8-14.. ...ttt bessssens e 2:21
REVEEIONS:8-14........cooeeeeteteeeree et resssssssasssesteee e 1 e 312
REVEAIONG18........coeeeeeereeeretee st esseseseseesen e e 1 e 4:16
ReVEAIONG:G-11.......oeeeeeeeeeee ettt tesaenas e o0 5:19
ReVEAIONG:12-17......oooeeeeereerreeeeseteeee s sesaesesre e e 6:19
REVEAION7:1-3... .ot besaenae e 0 7:16
REVEGIONT7:4-8......oooeeeeeeereeee et besanes 89
RevEAION7:9-14.......coeeeeee s .10:25
REVEAION2L:3.. ...ttt sessesten e 1 6.7

MID-AMERICA

Reformed Seminary
“... hold out the Word of life ...”
— Phillippians 2:16

Discover the riches of

Worldview Calvinism
Reformational theology
Presuppositional apologetics
Pastord apprenticeshiptraining
Spiritual formation

Come and study with us!
—Where ministry ismore than a degree,
itsacalling—

Call toll free: (888)440-MARS
229 Seminary Drive
Dyer, IN 46311 (near Chicago)
E-mail; info@midamerica.edu
Website: www.midamerica.edu

December 2006

31




g
Reformed Fellowship, Inc.
3363 Hickory Ridge Ct. Grand-

ville, M| 49418
(616) 532-8510

Additional Bible Study materials can be purchased online at
www.reformedfellowship.net or email address: sales@reformedfellowship.net

John Piersma
Daniel

Henry Vander Kam
Sermon on the Mount
Ephesians

I & Il Thessalonians

| Peter

| John

Parables

Acts (Chapters 1-13)
Acts (Chapters 14-28)

Nelson Kloosterman

Walking About Zion,
Singing of Christ’s Church in the Psalms

Gospel Power Magnified through

Human Weakness (Il Corinthians)

The Law of the Lord as Our Delight
(Deuteronomy)

Pilgrims Among Pagans (I Peter)

Mark Vander Hart
Genesis1- 11

Oneyear US$25.00 O

Subscription Form
Two yearsUS $50.00 Q

CatechismMaterials
Learning to Know the Lord

by P. Y. De Jong ($1.50 plus *$2.00 postage)
First Book of Christian Doctrine

by Hylkema & Tuuk ($2.50 plus *$2.00
postage)
A Beginning Course in Christian Doctrine

by P. Y. De Jong & John R. Sittema

($2.00 plus *$2.00 postage)

Other Materials

CornelisP. Venema

But for the Grace of God

An Exposition of the Canons of Dort
($6.00 plus *$2.00 postage)

What We Believe

An Exposition of the Apostles’ Creed
($6.00 plus *$2.00 postage)

John R. Sittema

With a Shepherd’s Heart

Reclaiming the Pastoral Office of the Elder
($15.00 plus *$3.00 postage)

Norman Shepherd

Women in the Service of Christ
($2.00 plus *$1.00 postage)

ThreeyearsUS $75.00 O

*For subscriptions outside the US please pay $33 US per year. In Canada please add 6%GST.

Mail to: Reformed Fellowship, Inc. 3363 Hickory Ridge Ct. Grandville, Ml 49418
or subscribe online at www.reformedfellowship.net

Name

Street

City

State Zip

Denominationd Affiliation

<

(continued from page 13)

voted in favor of overturing synod to
adopt the RCUS report. Three del-
egates asked that their negative vote
berecorded in the minutes of classis.

Thethird overture also dealt with jus-
tification. Classes deemed that the
decision made on the second overture
was our answer to thethird overture.

In other matters, Rev. David
Klumpenhower and Elder Marv
Vander Berg were appointed to the
ClassisMission Committee and Rev.
Brian Vos was appointed as Church
Visitor. Severa churchessought and
received advice from classis.

We give thanks to our God for the
work that was accomplished at
classisand pray that it may be benefi-
cial to the churches.

—Submitted by Rev. W. H. Oord
Clerk of Classis




