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1834 and 2004

It was 170 years ago this month
that the Secession took place. In
this event a group of men and
women |eft the Established Church
of Holland and willingly suffered
both scorn and persecution for the
reformed faith. Many of usin 2004
trace our spiritual lineage to those
heroic men and women. They saw
the church organization to which
they belonged become corrupt and
believed that the only way to stay in
thetrue Church of Jesus Christ was
to secede from that organization.

Secession is the only safe and ef-
fective way to reform a deformed
church organization. Thereisno
logicinthe position that thefaithful

portion of the decadent Church
should remain to voice its protests
andthat it should never stop until the
heterodox party puts them out by
means of discipline. History does
not defend that position. Experi-
ence provesthat when the unfaith-
ful element in a Church isin the
saddle, they pay no heed to protests
and they feverishly work to consoli-
datetheir position whilethefaithful
are waiting to be gjected.

Far too many parents throughout
history waited for their church to
return to the faith handed down by
the saintsonly to watch theinstruc-
tion of their children undermined
through the preaching of a false

and watered-down gospel. Seces-
sion does not take placefor the el d-
erly saints who are already rooted
in the faith. It must take place for
the young people and children who
need to hear the glorious truth of
theliving Word.

The thinking of today that certain
teachingsmay betruefor onetime
but not necessarily truefor another
is totally false. New occasions
may require a new application of
those truths and may lead to a bet-
ter understanding of them, but the
truth itself is the same yesterday,
today, and forever. That truth must
forever be defended. Some say
that truth needs no defense. There
never was a greater fallacy than
that. Human natureishostiletothe
truth. A corrupt mind cannot know
thetruth. Only through God's Spirit
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are people convicted of the truth
that saves them. That has never
changed.

Onehundred seventy yearsago our
fathers fought and suffered for
truthsthat are still valid today. The
leaders of the Secession insisted
not only onthat truth, but maintained
that such truth was found in pure
Reformed doctrine. Leading prin-
ciples held by De Cock, Scholte,
Brummelkamp, Van Velzen and
Van Raalte, that led to the Seces-
sion, arejust astruein 2004 asthe
werein 1834.

Sovereign Grace

Thefirst principle was that of the
sovereign grace of our God as the
only sourceof salvationfor lostsin-
ners. The very heart of the Re-
formed faith is not merely the
teaching of De Cock, or Calvin, or
Augustine, or even the Apostle
Paul. The heart of Reformed doc-
trine isthat our Lord Jesus Christ
died onthecrossfor thesinsof His
people. Through His perfect obe-
dience and death on the cross we
haveforgivenessof sinsand recon-
ciliationwith the Father. Itisafun-
damental truth that the grace of
God alone has made sal vation pos-
sble.

The Secessionists did not merely
hold thisdoctrine as a private con-
viction. They preached it with fire
and with conviction. They left no
room for any type of universalism,
syncretism, or tolerance of contrary
teachings. Still today, this funda-
mental truth must be maintained
and proclaimed. The Church of
Jesus Christ cannot tolerate any-
thing that teaches that mankind
somehow merits salvation or can
gain salvation in any other way

than through the Savior sent by
God.

Church Discipline

The second principlefor which our
fathers fought was for the faithful
exercise of church disciplineasan
indi spensable means of keeping the
church pure. This, too, was not a
novelty but one of the basic prin-
ciplesof the Reformation which the
corrupt State Church of the Nether-
lands had utterly forsaken in the
days of the Secession. Faithful re-
formed churchestoday till confess
that the faithful exercise of church
disciplineisoneof themarksof the
true church.

How many churchestoday areloyal
tothispart of our spiritual heritage?
All our praisefor the boldness and
the work of the leaders of the
Afscheiding will only be like a
sounding brassor aclanging cymbal
unless we can truthfully declare
that we also endeavor to maintain
the purity of the Church by means
of discipline. Asdifficult asit may
beto disciplinein areligiousatmo-
sphere where church growth is of-
ten stressed more than spiritual
growth, such disciplineisdemanded
by God from all who hopetoremain
faithful.

How many churches today can
truthfully say that they are manifest-
ing aholy determination to befaith-
ful to thisfundamental principle of
the reformed faith?

Ecclesiastical Authority

Thethird principlewhichour fathers
never grew weary of stressing was
that there is no authority in the
Church except that of the Consis-
tory and themajor assembliesof the
Church. They themselves were

victims of a vicious system of
church government in which the
authority of these bodies had been
usurped by standing committees.
These committees acted as if they
were autonomous, and, in an auto-
cratic way, deposed the ministers
who began the Secession.

Itisthissameruinousboard system
which has strangled many other
denominations aswell. Standing
Committees with their own agen-
das often are guilty of imposing
their desires upon a Synod. Often
such boards forget that they pos-
sess only delegated authority. By
word or deed they show areluc-
tanceto bewholly and fully subject
to the body that appointed them.

Let us thank God for our fathers
before us who through “dungeon,
fire, and sword” contended for the
faithin 1834. They havetransmit-
tedto usthat holy and gloriousfaith,
which isour most precious posses-
sion. Asthefathers contended for
the faith in the days of the Seces-
sion, let ustoday stand strong and
contend against those who would
take away the very principles of
our Reformed faith. Our enemy is
essentially the same as theirs.

Rev. Wybren H. Oord is
the pastor of the Covenant
United Reformed Church in
Kaamazoo, Michigan. Healso
serves as Editor of The
Outlook.
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Sanding asthe Pillar

“Let us keep living by that same standard to which we have attained.”

Philippians3:16

“Reformed from what?’ “Is that
like a Reform School or some-
thing?’

Have you ever been asked ques-
tionslike that when you havetold
someonethat you belongto a“Re-
formed Church?’” *Reformed
fromwhat?’ How do you answer
aquestion like that?

| am ashamed to say | have often
attempted to answer that question
with an answer that follows along
theline of: “Haveyou ever heard
of the Reformation?” And, in-
creasingly in our day and age the
answer to that question is, “No.”
So, then | try a different tactic,
and ask, “Have you ever heard of
John Calvin or Martin Luther?”
And, occasionally there are those
who have heard of Martin Luther,
and less frequently those who
have heard of John Calvin. But
that still does not answer their
question very well. So, then | will
quickly mutter something like,
“We believein the Sovereignty of
God and the authority of theiner-
rant Bible,” and hope that by this
timetheir eyeswill glaze overin
disinterest and | can go about my
business.

What does it mean to be “Re-
formed?” That is a multifaceted
guestion. It cannot be answered
inonearticle, but, I would liketo
direct your attention briefly to a
passage of Scripture that | be-
lieve clearly portrays how we
could answer someone’s queries
about being Reformed.

TheApostle Paul wroteto Timothy
about the church being “the pillar
of truth.” A Reformed Church must
be“apillar of truth.” That, initself
would makethe church stand out in
an age of relativism. Francis
Shaeffer once wrote, “Here's the
great evangelical disaster—the
failure of the evangelical world to
stand for truth as truth. There is
only oneword for this—namely ac-
commoadation.” The church should
beapillar, not afeather, blown by
the winds of change.

If thechurchisgoingto beapillar,
Paul says, we must know thetruth.
We can only know thetruth through
theinfalibleruleof God. In spiteof
being entrusted with theinfallible,
inerrant word of God, the majority
of those within the church do not
believein absolute authority. Even
among those who are “Bible-be-
lieving” Christians a mgjority say
there is no such thing as absolute
authority. How can one be apillar
of truth if one does not believe in
such athing as absol ute truth?

Thereisadefiniteneed toreturnto
the basicsand commit ourselvesto
the truth. That begins with a re-
newed commitment to the Scrip-
ture, which we confess to be the
revealed truth of God. We must
stand boldly on the tradition of
those who have gone before usin
defending the orthodox confession
of our faith. We must believe that
there are rights and wrongs; rights
and wrongs that people have died
for, rights and wrongs that are
taught from God'sinfallible Word.

All too often churches, even some
Reformed churches, operate more
as ademocracy than they do athe-
ocracy. We are guided by the ma-
jority, rather than following the One.
Itiscertainly agood thing that Jesus
did not allow the majority of the
Sadducees and Pharisees to con-
vince Him that their way was the
best way to go. Itiscertainly agood
thing that Martin Luther waswilling
to stand al one against the majority.
No, it is not always easy to stand
aone. In fact, often those who
have stood alonefor the Word have
aso died alone. Yet, truth is truth
whether the magjority believesitis
or not. Truth is truth even if the
majority saysitisfalse.

That is why we, the church, are
called to live the truth. Paul tells
Timothy that he is writing so that
“you will know how peopleought to
conduct themselvesin God's house-
hold.” (I Timothy 3:15). Paul iscall-
ing for consistency here. Our con-
duct must match our confession.
Sound doctrine must |ead to sound
living.

Paul’s focus seems to be upon our
conduct within the church, but our
conduct within the church cannot
help but flow into theworld. Francis
Schaeffer once wrote, “The true
Christianisnot only to teach truth,
but to practice truth in the midst of
relativism.” However, Schaeffer
followed that with awarning such
livingwill “bring confrontation—I ov-
ing confrontation, but confronta-
tion.”

Confrontation is something that we
are often very wary of. We do not
want to offend anyone. We want to
be nice people, and beliked by all.
So, we carry out our Christian lives
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somewhat like pastel “Precious
Moments” figurines; we are cute,
attractive, and appealing.

We need the reminder fromtimeto
time that the Gospel is offensive.
TheBible says, “ Jews demand mi-
raculous signs and Greekslook for
wisdom, but we preach Christ cru-
cified: a stumbling block to the
Jews and foolishnessto Gentiles.”
(I Corinthians 1:22,23) A bit later
Paul says, “ The man without the
Spirit does not accept the things
that comefrom the Spirit of God, for
they arefoolishnessto him, and he
cannot understand them, because
they are spiritually discerned.” (I
Corinthians 2:14). That doesn’t
sound like “Precious Moment”
Christianity, doesit?

Too often the world cannot see
much difference between the way
Christiansand non-Christianslive
their daily lives. How about you?
Can your neighbors see a differ-
enceinyou?Areyou ableto stand
for thetruth, articul ate, defend and
advance anintelligent and coherent
world and life view?

Abraham Kuyper once spoke a
message that needsto heard again.
He said, “[Our cal] isthis: that in
spite of world opposition, God's
holy ordinances shdll be established
againinthehome, inthe school and
in the state for the good of the
people; to carve asit were into the
conscience of the nation the ordi-
nances of the Lord, to which Bible
and creation bear witness, until the
nation pays homage againto God.”

Our world calls for separation of
church and state. But as a pillar of
truth, the church must stand firm as
avoice of unfaltering truth in our
society, voicingthereign of Godinto

every sphere of life. That will call
usto contend with our culture, and
challengethevaluesof our society.

We know that the purpose of apil-
lar isto hold something up and to
support it. Paul is suggesting that
the church must hold up thetruthin
such away that it is evident to all.
Even if the world does not want to
seethetruth, the church must boldly
hold it forth. That impliesfirmness,
not compromise. Itimpliesrigidity,
not accommodation.

Independence from our cultureis
what givesthe churchitsreforming
capacity. We must apply the Gospel
to our age. We must know that,
while times change, the truth does
not. What was orthodox at thetime
of Christ and His apostlesisortho-
dox today. What was orthodox at
thetime of the Protestant Reforma-
tion is orthodox today. The church
stands as a pillar of truth upon the
Scripture and the historic confes-
sions.

That may not appear to bethe most
popular message out there. It is
very unlikely that Reformed Doc-
trine will ever be able to compete
with the “Left Behind” series for
popularity. However, if churches
arenot willing to stand firm upon the
unchanging truth of God’sWord and
the established moral standards of
HisWord, who will?We may often
stand as a minority, as did the Re-
formers. But, stand we must!

What if Martin Luther had not been
inflamed with holy passion to bea
pillar of truth?What if he had given
intothemajority?What if hewould
have concluded that thereisno such
thing asright and wrong? Onething
iscertain: thewhole modern world
would bedistinctly different.

What does it mean to be Re-
formed? It means that we are a
pillar of truth, as were our Re-
formed fathersin the faith. We are
committed to the truth that is re-
veadled in God'sinerrant Word and
articulated in the orthodox confes-
sions of faith. We have zeal to live
the truth. Clothed in the armor of
God we will stand firm. We live
with therealizationthat every hour,
and even every minute of our lives
islived in the presence of the holy
majestic God. We will have the
courageto stand firm, and to stand
aone.

Only the church can stand as the
pillar and foundation of truthin our
worldtoday.

Rev. Daryl Kats is the
pastor of the Cloverdale
United Reformed Church in
Boise, |daho.
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We Confess

An Exposition & Application of the Belgic Confession

Article 16: Of Divine Predestination

“Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed usin Christ with every spiri-
tual blessing inthe heavenly places,
even asHe choseusin Him before
the foundation of the world...”
(Ephesians 1:3-4) | can remember
hearing those words for the hun-
dredth time, yet, for the first time
hearing what it said about me, my
God, and my salvation.

Paul’s words knocked me to my
kneesas| beheld the glory of God
as Herevealsit so clearly in His
purpose of election. Hearing these
words, how can we do anything
elsebut burst forth in praise! How
canwe not get passionate about the
God who chose worthlessworms?
Election is a truth given to us in
Scripture and we areto praise God
forit! Itisatruth meant to comfort
our hearts. It is a truth meant to
inspire usto desirethe salvation of
thelost.

We cometo thethird section of the
Belgic Confession of Faith. Having
discussed the doctrine of God (the-
ology proper) inArticles 1-13 and
the doctrine of man (theological
anthropology) in Articles 14-15,
wenow transition to adiscussion of
the  doctrine  of Christ
(Christology) in Articles 16-21.

In these articleswe are taken from
the depths of depravity into which
we were plunged by Adam’s fall
and are shown the remedy — and
more! After the Fall, that the Cre-

ator and Lawgiver revealed Him-
self as Redeemer and Father. He
had already elected in His Son a
multitude who had fallen (Article
16). Hereveded Himself asmerci-
ful for thefirst timein the Garden
when He promised to send a seed
to crushthe serpent (Article 17). In
the fullness of times this “seed”
cameto full-flower in the Person of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal
Son of Godintheflesh (Article 18),
who is both God and man, yet one
Person (Article 19). ThisGod-man
was set forth as God’s means of re-
demption (Article 20) and as the
only satisfaction for God’s wrath
upon our sins (Article 21). Exhila-
rating, isn'tit? Thisisthedramaof
our redemption.

The Controversy
Over Article 16

Article 16 wasthe point of conten-
tionin the controversy with James
Arminius and hisfollowersin 17"
century Holland. The issue? The
basic, straightforward wordsof this
article: He delivers and preserves
fromthisperdition all whomHein
His eternal and unchangeable
counsel of mere goodness has
elected in Christ Jesus our Lord,
without any respect to their
works... Election is confessed by
the Reformed churches to be an
unchangeabl e decree of God with-
out regard to its objects’ works —
including their faith.

In opposition to the Confession of
the Reformed churches, the Re-

monstrants wrote five articles of
remonstrance (a public protest).
Article 1 of their remonstrance
says

That God, by an eternal, un-
changeable purposein Jesus
Christ His Son, before the
foundation of theworld, hath
determined, out of thefallen,
sinful race of men, to savein
Christ, for Christ’ssake, and
through Christ, those who,
through the grace of the
Holy Spirit, shall believe
on this His Son Jesus, and
shall perseverein thisfaith
and obedience of faith,
through this grace, even to
the end; and, on the other
hand, toleavetheincorrigible
and unbelieving in sin and
under wrath, and to con-
demn them as aliens from
Christ, according to the
word of the Gospel in John
3:36: “Hewhobdlievesinthe
Son haseverlasting life; and
he who does not believe the
Son shall not seelife, but the
wrath of God abides on
him,” and according other
passages of Scripture also.
(emphasismine)

Notice, whilethey affirmed the* un-
changeable purpose” of God in
election, it was based on the
changeable wills of “those who,
through the grace of theHoly Spirit,
shall believe on thisHis Son Jesus,
and shall persevereinthisfaith and
obedience of faith” (emphasis
mine). The only thing unchangeable
about this decree of election, ac-
cording to the Remonstrants, was
that God had chosen to save those
who would change themselves
from unbelief to belief in Jesus. So
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whether Helooked down the corri-
dor of time and saw men choosing
Him or whether He did not know
who would choose Him until they
actually choseHimintimeand his-
tory, the result is the same.

Its Background

Article 16 beginsin an unexpected
place: with the fallen state of man
in misery. Our Confession givesus
the wisest approach in discussing
election with our non-Reformed
friendsand family by beginning: e
believe that, all the posterity of
Adam being thus fallen into per-
dition and ruin by the sin of our
first parents... We often jump right
into the decrees of God when some-
one asksuswhy webelievein elec-
tion. Thisis not wise. Instead we
need to begin where our Protestant
forefathers, both Reformed and
L utheran, began before discussing
salvation: sin.

Although Article 16 describes the
eternal love of God which was al-
ready in place even before Adam
had fallen, it discusses election
along redemptive historical lines.
Noticetheflow of argument in our
Confession: it movesfrom creation
(Articles12-13) totheFall (Article
14) to the consequences of the Fall
(Article 15), and then to the mani-
festation of God's mercy and rev-
elation of the Gospel promise (Ar-
ticles16-17).

The Manifestation of God

...God then did manifest Himself
such asHeis; that isto say, merci-
ful andjust...

Soitisinlight of our true spiritual
condition that we discuss el ection.
And noticethat it iswewho discuss
itinthat order. God's electing plan

wasin place even “before thefoun-
dation of the world” (Ephesians
1:4). It was not that the Fall caught
God by surprise or that He only
began to elect sinnersoncethe Fall
happened. Thisiswhy the Confes-
sion says “ God then did manifest
Himself such asHeis.”

What is God like? What did He
manifest, or, reveal, about Himself
after the Fall? That Heisboth mer-
ciful and just. We seethisin Paul’s
thought as he reflects upon the sov-
ereignty to Godin Romans9. There
heis dealing with the issue of eth-
nic Isragl, theinclusion of the Gen-
tiles, and the promises made to
Israel’sforefathers. In that discus-
sion he mentions that God “has
mercy on whomever Hewills, and
He hardens whomever He wills”
(Romans 9:18) and that thismercy
and hardeningisrevededin“vesses
of mercy” and “vessels of wrath”
(Romans 9:22-23). Truly we can
stand back in awe with Calvin and
say that this doctrine manifests
horribilis Dei maiestas, “God’s
dread majesty.”

A Manifestation of Mercy

...merciful, since He delivers and
preserves from this perdition all
whom He in His eternal and un-
changeabl e counsel of mere good-
ness haselected in Christ Jesusour
Lord, without any respect to their
works...

Aswe ponder God's predestination
of someto salvation, wemust stand

inreverential fear and wonder and
not speculate. There is nothing
more amazing than election. It re-
vealsjust how big our God truly is
and just how small wereally are. It
isbeyond our thought and reasoning
astowhy God haschosen any —in-
cluding you and me! Before they
had done either good or bad, God
chose Jacob and not Esau (Romans
9:11). He has chosen us without
sight of our works, so that it is
freely of grace, but alsoinfull view
of our wickedness so that it would
be doubly gracious! As Canons of
Dort I, 7 says, the Father chose us
“according to the sovereign good
pleasure of Hisownwill.” That'sit
—for Hisglory! AsEphesianssays,
God purposed this*in Himself” (v.
9) and “according to the counsel of
Hiswill” (v. 11). Hehastaken usas
clay and molded usinto “vessels of
mercy” to show the “riches of His
glory” upon us (Romans 9:19-23).

Often we turn this truth of grace
into law. Weturn el ection into some
sort of second blessing which we
must attain, which we must work
for, which we doubt and despair.
Beloved, election is pure gospel
because, as Calvin says, Christ is
the mirror of our election. If the
knowledge of God’sgood pleasure
and powerful love beforethefoun-
dation of the world leavesyou in
doubt, because you think you have
sinned too much, then look to Jesus
as amirror; gaze upon Christ and
see yourself — beloved by grace!

We often jump right into the decrees of God when
someone asks us why we believe in election. This
IS not wise.
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Sudy/Application Questionsfor Article 16

1. Asareview, what is the significance of discussing the doctrine of
election after discussing the Fall? What must we understand about
ourselvesfirst? (cf. Canons of Dort I, 1)

2. What is the basis on which God manifests His mercy to usin
election? (Rom 8:29, 9:16; Eph 1:5; CD I, 7, 9, 10)

3. Should we believe, teach, and preach the doctrine of predestination?

If so, how? (CD I, 14)

4. If God has predestined some to salvation shouldn’t we just “let go
and let God” do His saving?How do the Canons discuss the end of
election and the means of election? (CD I, 3)

5. What do we say to believers who have lost a child? (CD I, 17)

6. The Canons of Dort say that God has chosen “ a certain number of
persons to redemption in Christ” (I, 7). Where can you show this

from Scripture?

A Manifestation of Justice

...just, in leaving othersin the fall
and perdition wherein they have
involved themselves.

Finally, apart of the horribilis Dei
mai estasisthat God hasnot chosen
everyone to salvation, but that He
hasleft othersto perishintheir origi-
nal and actual sin. May we thank
God every day that He has not | eft
us in our sin and we should pray
that He would deliver so many
more before Christ comes! May
that “great multitude that no one
could number” not even becloseto
its final number —for the glory of
God and the salvation of the lost.

Weusually call the manifestation of
God's justice “reprobation”, or
“doubl e predestination.” Reproba:
tionisequally ultimateinthedecree
of God as election. We see thisa
few timesin Scripture. God “ hard-
enswhomever Hewills’ (Romans
9:18) and “makeg[s] out of the

same lump one vessel for honored
use and another for dishonorable
use” (Romans 9:21). Those made
for “dishonorable use” God has
“prepared for destruction” (Ro-
mans 9:22). These are also de-
scribed by Peter in these terms:
“They [unbelievers] stumble be-
cause they disobey the word, as
they were destined to do” (1 Peter
2:8), and by Jude in these words:
“For certain people have crept in
unnoticed who long ago were des-
ignated for this condemnation”
(Jude 4).

This*destruction” and “ condemna-
tion” cannot be attributed to God or
blamed upon God. The basis on
which God manifestsHisjusticein
“leaving” or “passing by” thoseHe
does not elect in mercy istheir sin
and unbelief (see Canonsof Dort |,
15).

What, then, isthe meaning of elec-
tion for us who believe in Jesus?

Paul’s doxology for the Father’s
electing purposein Christ isthat we
bless God because He has blessed
us. As Calvin says on this text,
Paul’sintentionin Ephesians 1 was
“torousetheir heartsto gratitude, to
set them all on flame, to fill them
even to overflowing with this
thought.” May God set another
generation of Reformed Christians
onfirefor Hisglory and gospel!

Rev. Daniel R. Hyde isthe
Pastor of the Oceanside
United Reformed Church in
Oceanside, California.
(www.oceansideurc.org)
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Why Faith Alone?

Inour every day lives, wetypicaly
base our evaluations of people on
how well they do. We don't think,
for example, that if someonein our
class at school does “D-" work on
a paper that they should get an
“A.” Further, wedon'tlikeit when
our boss saysthat thelazy guy isa
“great worker” (when we know
that we are the ones who always
pick up the slack).

That is how we often think about
God. We are continually tempted
to think that God will not think well
of usunlesswe do redlly well.

The Chrigtian religion declaresthat
thisway of thinking is simply not
true. This claim of the Christian
religion isbased on what the Bible
declaresconcerning thejustification
of sinners by grace through faith.

The Bible teaches that what God
thinks about us (or His verdict) is
based simply on whether or not we
have faith in Jesus Christ. Thisis
what the Christian Church has al-
ways confessed, and thisis what
separatesusfrom all other religions
of the world.

Please consider, for example, these
words from John Chrysostom (c.
344/354-407) in hiscommentary on
Gdatians:

[Paul] proves that he who
kept [the law] was cursed,
and he who kept it not,
blessed. Again, they said that
he who adhered to Faith
alone was cursed, but he
shows that he who adhered
to Faith alone, isblessed.

This statement may sound very
strange to our ears. Do we really
want to say that he who keeps the
law is cursed? The substance of
Chrysostom’s observation wasthat
thosewho cling tothelaw for their
justification will receive only dam-
nation.

But that soundsabit harsh, doesn’t
it? Shouldn’t those who earnestly
try to keep the law get something
for their efforts? Doesn’t the Bible
even say, “Do this and live"
(Leviticus18:5)?

Chrysostom explainsfurther in his
comments on Galatians 3:12-13
why the“dothisandlive’ formula
simply will not work,

You see how he proves that
they are under the cursewho
cleavetothe Law, becauseit
isimpossibletofulfill it.

To thiscurse, | say, people
weresubject, for noman had
continued in, or was a
keeper of, the whole Law.

That is why Paul argued that the
very phrase“dothisand live” actu-
ally provesthat justification must be
by faith alone (Galatians 3:10-14;
Romans 10:4-8). If our “doing”
was that which made us worthy of
eternal life, thenwe areall in seri-
oustrouble (because none of ushas
done what the law requires). In-
deed, “All have sinned and fall
short of theglory of God” (Romans
3:23).

Thisiswhat Martin Luther saw so
clearly: that al of thethingsthat we
doareinevitably tainted by sin. No

matter how hard wetry, we simply
cannot fulfill thelaw. Consequently,
if we are going to be accepted by
God, then that acceptance must
come from another source (not our
own performance, actions, or do-

ings).

But there was something el se that
hel ped both Martin L uther and John
Chrysostom to realize that our ac-
ceptance before God must be by
faith alone: the greatness of what
Christ has already done for us.
Chrysostomwrote, “Truly the Sac-
rificewas offered for all mankind,
and was sufficient to save all, but
those who enjoy the blessing are
thebelieving only.”

Now, while we may not agree with
thefirst clause of thisstatement, we
must certainly agree that Christ's
sacrificewas sufficient to save all.
The Canons of Dort 2:3 put it this

way:

This death of God's Son is
the only and entirely com-
plete sacrifice and satisfac-
tion for sins; it isof infinite
value and worth, more than
sufficient to atone for the
sinsof thewholeworld (em-
phasismine).

The substance of this phrase com-
pletely demolishesall salvation-by
worksbasedreligions. JesusChrist
isthe God-man, and, by Hismerit,
He accomplishes completely ev-
erything that is necessary for usto
receive eterna life.

When the Canons speak of Christ’s
satisfaction, it includes His active
and passive obedience. Hispassive
obedience iswhat He suffered for
our sins. Hisactiveobedienceisthe
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obedience that He rendered in our
behal f to make usworthy of eternal
life.

We must understand, though, that
His active and passive obedience
are not divided amongst various
actsthroughout Hislife. Every act
of obedience was passive and ac-
tive, though one or the other may be
seen moreclearly. Thus, the cross
was His suffering on our behalf,
but it was al so His supreme obedi-
ence to the Father on our behalf
(John 10:18).

In both cases, the suffering on our
behalf (passive obedience) and the
obedience on our behalf (active
obedience) was not the obedience
of any mere man but the obedience
of the God-man. Consequently, it
was perfect and completein every
way.

This should help us to see more
clearly why justification must be by
faith alone, and why it isso blasphe-
mous to assert that it is not.

Christ’s satisfaction is fully suffi-
cient to atone for al our sins. To
claim someability to add something
to His already perfect sacrificeis
the worst sort of insult and most
arrogant blasphemy.

Consequently, even when we do
say, “justified by faith alone,” we
are not asserting that faithisavir-
tue or agood work that we offer up
to God but rather that faith is
merely the open hand or instrument
that receives the free gift of
Christ’s righteousness for eternal
life.

Indeed, Luther was deeply im-
pressed with the profundity of his
ownsin. Thatiswhy hegreatly de-

spaired of any possibility of being
justified before God. But Luther,
praise be to God, was eventually
even more deeply and even more
profoundly impressed with the
greatness of Christ’s perfect obedi-
ence and suffering for us. Luther
explained the importance of
Christ’s unique work as the God-
man thisway:

If it werenot to be said, God
has died for us, but only a
man, we should belost. But
if “God’'s death” and “God
died” liein the scale of the
balance, thenHesinksdown,
and we rise up as a light,
empty scale. But, indeed,
He can also rise again or
leap out of the scale; yet He
could not sit inthe scale un-
|less He became a man like
us.

The greatness of Christ and His
work gave L uther the only comfort
that he could possibly have in the
face of hispersonal sinand misery.

Why faith alone? The affirmation
of this doctrine rests on these two
points. First, because we can do
nothing that could make uswaorthy
of eternal life. Second, because
thereisnothing whatsoever that we
can add to the infinite value of
Christ’srighteousness.

Thisisthekey to many of our con-
troversies. Firgt, it utterly demol-
ishes Rome’s whol e soteriol ogical
system.

If Christ has given usinfinite and
perfect merit, then what would we
ever need to pay for in purgatory?
What need do we havefor the merit
of the saints? What merit can the
Pope of Rome sell us that Christ
has not already given us?

We can also apply this to the
Arminian doctrine of perseverance.
If what Christ has provided is in
every way sufficient to satisfy
God'sjusticeand make usrighteous
before God, then, once it is re-
ceived, it can never be lost again.
Thisisthebasisfor an eternal cov-
enant, asweread in Isaiah 54:10,

For the mountains shall de-
part, and the hills be re-
moved; but my kindness
shall not depart from thee,
neither shall the covenant of
my peace be removed, saith
the LORD that hath mercy
on thee.

Oncewe embrace Christ for salva
tion, we have an eternd lifethat is
really eternal. It cannot be lost.
Christ’sinfinite and perfect merit
assures us of that.

Even today within Reformed

Why faith alone? The affirmation of this doctrine
rests on these two points. First, because we can
do nothing that could make us worthy of eternal

life. Second, because there is nothing whatsoever
that we can add to the infinite value of Christ’'s

righteousness.
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S Rich Kuken ]
The Sovereignty Of God

circles, sometimeswe are tempted
tothink that it isnot soimportant to
emphasize justification by faith
aone. We sometimes believe that
it isnot so important to emphasize
both the active and passive obedi-
ence of Christ. Such tendencies
only serveto diminish theglory of
our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ,
and Hisfinished work for us.

L et us contend for these Scriptural,
historic, and Christ-honoring doc-
trines, sothat in our churchestoday
the truth of God's Word and the
glory of our Savior Jesus Christ
might be firmly and clearly pro-
claimed.

Mr. J. Wesley White is a
graduate of Mid-America

Reformed Seminary.

The Sovereignty of God, which Dr.
Fred Klooster definesasthat which
“expresses the very nature of God
as all-powerful and omnipotent,
able to accomplish his good
pleasure, carry out his decreed
will, and keep his promises’ is
very clear when we see our Sover-
eign God actively at work in CRE-
ATION (ie. as our Creator); in
PROVIDENCE (ie. as our Pro-
vider); and in REDEMPTION (ie.
as our Redeemer).

In Creation

Isaiah 44:24: “This is what the
Lord (Yaweh — the self-existent,
covenant making, covenant keeping
God of Israel) says — your Re-
deemer, (the One who pays aran-
som price to set His people free)
who formed you in the womb.”
Notice the close connection be-
tween the Lord God as our Creator
and as our Redeemer! | highlight
this at the very beginning of this
series because again, as Dr.
Boettner writes, “The harmony
that exists between the various
doctrines of the Christian faith is
such that error in regard to any
one of them produces more or less
distortion in all of the others.”

In this portion of our text, God
speaks of Himself not smply asour
Creator generally (ie. “v.24 b —1
am the Lord, who has made all
things, who alone stretched out
the heavens, who spread out the
earth by myself”), but He is also
speaking here of I srael and of each
and every believer specifically —
“v.24a .. who formed you in the

womb.” Now, that is true “physi-
cally”, isit not? Indeeditis! For
that iswhy in Psalm 139:13-14 the
Psalmist David prays, “For you
created my inmost being; you knit
me together in my mother’'s
womb. | praise you because | am
fearfully and wonderfully made;
your works are wonderful, |
know that full well.”

When we allow Scripture to inter-
pret Scripture (ie. as we apply the
Analogy of Faith, as always we
must), we find that it is also true
that God isour Creator spiritually!
Indeed, the Psalmist David says,
“Yet you brought me out of the
womb; you made me trust in you
even at my mother’s breast. From
birth | was cast upon you; from
my mother’s womb you have been
my God.” (Psalm 22:9, 10).

Insimilar fashion, inthe New Tes-
tament, in Colossians 2:13-15 the
Apostle Paul declares, “When you
were dead in your sinsand in the
uncircumcision of your sinful
nature, God made you alive with
Christ. He forgave us all our
sins, having canceled the written
code, with its regulations, that
was against us and that stood
opposed to us; He took it away,
nailing it to the cross. And hav-
ing disarmed the powers and
authorities, He made a public
spectacle of them, triumphing
over them by the cross.”

Question: Does a baby have any-
thing to do physically with their
being conceived and born? (of
course not!) Can someonewhois
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physically dead makehimsdlf dlive?
(of course not!) The Bible says
that the very same thing is abso-
lutely true spiritually! 1n John 3,
Jesus said to Nicodemus, “‘1 tell
you the truth, unless a man is
born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” ‘How can a
man be born when he is old?’
Nicodemus asked. ‘Surely he
cannot enter a second time into
his mother’s womb to be born!"”
(John 3:4,5).

Nicodemusknew that thiswastrue
physicaly! Jesusgoesontotell him
that this very same thing is true
spiritually “I tell you the truth,
unless a man is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God. Flesh gives
birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives
birth to spirit. You should not be
surprised at my saying, ‘you must
be born again.” The wind blows
wherever it pleases. You hear its
sound, but you cannot tell where
it comes from or whereit is going.
So it is with everyone born of the
Spirit” (John 3:5-8).

In other words, physical and spiri-
tual birth arecompletely “outside of
our control”! To beborn both physi-
caly and spiritually isthe sovereign
work and the saving work of the
Holy Spirit of our God!! That is
why, instrikingly similar fashionin
Ephesians 2:1:4-5 Paul writes, “As
for you, you were dead in your
transgressionsand sins ... But be-
cause of his great love for us,
God, who isrich in mercy, made
us alive with Christ even when we
were dead in transgressions — it
is by grace you have been
saved.”

The Bible clearly teaches that all

peopleare spiritually dead and can-
not cause themselves to be born
again! How can our Arminian
brothers and sisters profess, teach,
and preach that in order for anyone
to be saved they must, out of an ex-
erciseof their own freewill, believe
inabenevolent but ultimately impo-
tent God who is patiently and per-
sistently pleading with him to
“please believe”.

More importantly, how can so
many of our Reformed brothers

To be born both
physically and
spiritually isthe
sovereign work and
the saving work of
the Holy Spirit of our
God!!

and sisters place themselves and
their children under such preaching
and teaching? How canthey place
themselves under the teaching of
thosewho believethat people must,
of their own free will, accept or re-
ject Jesus Christ who by Hisblood
shed on Calvary made the way of
salvation possible for everyone?
Can't they see that what is being
taught is that Jesus accomplished
the salvation of no one unlessthey
personally, of their own free will,
contribute the good work of their
own saving faith? How does that
square with the biblical teaching
that we are by nature dead in our
sins and enslaved to Satan?

When we follow this Arminian

teachingtoitslogical conclusonwe
sadly discover that we areworship-
ping a God who sincerely desires,
but unfortunately, is ultimately un-
able to save all those whom He
supposedly wants to save simply
because of the stubborn resistance
of frail, finite, sinful men. This, of
course, represents arank denial of
theglorioushiblical, Reformed doc-
trines of God’'s Unconditional
Election aswell as of HisIrresist-
ibleGrace! And that, for both our-
selvesaswell asfor our children, is
avery serious spiritual matter, in-
deed.

Dr. Loraine Boettner writes, “Any
system which teaches that the
serious intentions of God can in
some cases be defeated, and that
man, who is not only a creature
but a sinful creature, can exer-
cise veto power over the plans of
Almighty God, isin striking con-
trast to the biblical idea of His
immeasurable exaltation by
which He is removed from all the
weaknesses of humanity. That the
plans of men are not always ex-
ecuted is due to a lack of power,
or a lack of wisdom, or both. But
since God is unlimited in these
and in all other resources, no
unforeseen emergencies can
arise. To Him the causes for
change have no existence. To
assume that His plan fails and
that He strives to no effect is to
reduce Him to the level of His
creatures and make Him no God
at all.”

Praise be to God that one of The
Riches of the Reformed Faith is
therealization of the fact that the
Sacred Scriptures repeatedly pro-
claim The Sovereignty of God in
our Creation — both physically, as
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well asspiritually!

In Providence

InIsaiah 45, the Lord God usesthe
pagan Persian King Cyrusasan ex-
ample of His providential power
and sovereignty. This King was
not yet born for some 200 years
when the Prophet | saiah penned the
words of this prophecy under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit!

In Isaiah 45:1 we read “This is
what the Lord says to his
anointed, to Cyrus, whose right
hand | take hold of” This mighty,
pagan Persian king was nothing but
apawn in the hand of the King of
Kingsand Lord of Lord’s, the sov-
ereign God of the universe! This
ought not to surprise usl We read
inProverbs21:1, “Theking'sheart
isin the hand of the Lord; he di-
rects it like a watercourse wher-
ever he pleases.”

It ought not surprise usthat in the
Old Testament prophecy of Ezra,
penned some 200 years after the
prophecy of Isaiah was made, we
read, “In the first year of Cyrus
King of Persia, in order to fulfill
the word of the Lord spoken by
Jeremiah, the Lord moved the
heart of Cyrus King of Persia to
make a proclamation throughout
hisrealm and to put it in writing:
‘This is what Cyrus King of Per-
sia says: The Lord, the God of
heaven, has given me all the
kingdoms of the earth and he has
appointed me to build a temple
for him at Jerusalem in Judah.
Anyone of his people among you
— may his God be with him, and
let him go up to Jerusalem in
Judah and build the temple of the
Lord, the God of Israel, the God
who is in Jerusalem. And the

people of any place where survi-
vors may now be living are to
provide him with silver and gold,
with goods and livestock, and
with freewill offerings for the
temple of God in Jerusalem'”
(Ezral:1-4). Glory! Glory betoour
Sovereign God!

After speaking extensively con-
cerning the great success with
which Cyrus would be blessed by

You could have the
greatest Department
of Homeland
Security in all the
world, but rest
assured that no
citizen, no city, no
country is safe except
by the plan and
power and
providence of God!

theLordinwv.1-3, wereadinlsaiah
45:7 “1 formthe light and create
darkness, | bring prosperity (He-
brew: shalom; overall peace,
health and well-being) and create
disaster (or, calamity).” Certainly
this does not refer to sin or evil.
God cannot and does not create
thesethings! But Godisindeed in
control of all calamities — even
though we may not understand such
things at the time, things such as:
suffering and sickness, the death of
achild, theloss of aloved one; the
incredible devastation of anatural
disaster; aterrorist attack, and so
on. In fact, you could have the
greatest Department of Homeland

Security in al the world, but rest
assured that no citizen, no city, no
country is safe except by the plan
and power and providence of God!
.1, the Lord, do all these
things.”

That iswhy in Deuteronomy 29:29
we read, “The secret things be-
long to the Lord our God...”, and
in Psalm 131:1 David writes, “...1
do not concern myself with great
matters or things too wonderful
for me”; and in Belgic Confession
Article 13weread “ And asto what
He does surpassing human un-
derstanding, we will not curi-
ously inquire into farther than
our capacity will admit of; but
with the greatest humility and rev-
erence adore the righteous judg-
ments of God, which are hid from
us, contenting ourselves that we
are pupils of Christ, to learn only
those things which He has re-
vealed to us in His Word, without
transgressing these limits.”

At timessuch asthese, timeswhen
my own heart and mind are also
crying, “WHY? WHY?" | seek to
find comfort, courage, peace and
assurance in verses 9 and 10 of
Isaiah 45 where we read, “\Woe to
him who quarrels with his Maker,
to himwho is but a potsherd (clay
pottery) on the ground. Doesthe
clay say to the potter ‘what are
you making? Does your work
say, ‘he has no hands'? Woe to
him who says to his father, ‘what
have you begotten? or to his
mother, ‘what have you brought
to birth?’

Allow metoillustrate this biblical
truth thisway:

The story is told of a pastor who
went to visit one of the widows in
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God is looking down from His sovereign throne
in heaven saying, “It’s all right my child, it's all
right ...everything is coming together just fine.”

his congregation one day when he
found her busily weaving abeauti-
ful tapestry. While sheweaved he
was recounting with her all of the
heartache and hard-times of her
life, and he asked her where she
foundthestrengthto carry on. She
smiled and said, “Well, you see,
pastor, my life—our lives—arealot
likethistapestry. If youlook under-
neath, all you see are knots and
tangles—itlooksamess! Butfrom
the top it appears that things are
turning out just right!” The pastor
understood what she was saying:
she drew her strength from the re-
alization that thetapestry well rep-
resents how our livesare lived be-
fore the face of God.

We are looking up from the un-
derside, up from amidst all of the
many problems, pressures and
pains of earth — asking “Why?”
All we see are knots and tangles.
God islooking down from His sov-
ereign throne in heaven saying,
“It's all right my child, it’s all
right ...everything is coming
together just fine.”

Indeed, thisiswhat God promises
us in Romans 8:28 where we
read, “ And we know (though we
may not always feel!) that in all
things (not just some things) God
works for the good for those
who love him, who have been
called according to his pur-
pose.”

Therefore, let us always remem-
ber to rest and to rejoicein The

Sovereignty of God in Providence
as our Provider.

In Redemption

In Isaiah 45:20-22 we read,
“Gather together and come;
assemble, you fugitives from the
nations. Ignorant are those
who carry about idols of wood,
who pray to gods that cannot
save. Declare what is to be,
present it — let them take coun-
sel together. Who foretold this
long ago, who declared it from
the distant past? Was it not |,
the Lord? And there is no God
apart from me, a righteous God
and a Savior; there is none but
me. ‘Turn to me and be saved,
all you ends of the earth; for |
am God, and there is no
other.””

Here the Lord declares that
which theologiansrefer to as“the
external gospel call,” namely, the
universal call, indeed, theimpera-
tive command from the King for
all people everywhereto “Turnto
me (Hebrew: turning from and
turning to, that is, true repen-
tance) ... and be saved” (He-
brew: or, delivered; that is, not
simply from captivity in Babylon
but even more essentially from
death and eternal damnation). In
verse 23 we read, “By myself |
have sworn, my mouth has ut-
tered in all integrity a word that
will not be revoked: Before me
every knee will bow; by me ev-
ery tongue will swear.”

The Apostle Paul expounds upon
this theme in Philippeans 2:11
“...and every tongue will confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord , to the
glory of God the Father” What
the Apostle Paul as well as the
Prophet Isaiah are both professing
isnot “ universal salvation”, but they
are professing “universal submis-
sion” to our Sovereign God and to
His Son, Jesus Christ, as the King
of Kings and the Lord of Lords!

As Isaiah 45 concludes, the Lord
declares in verses 24-25, “They
will say of me, ‘In the Lord alone
are righteousness and strength.’
All who have raged against him
(and indeed, many arethe enemies
of the cross and Church of Christ)
will come to him and be put to
shame. ButinthelLord (asweare
united with God in Christ by grace
alone through faith alone —a faith
whichisnot of ourselves; ie., not of
our own free will as Paul writesin
Eph. 2:8-9, “but it is the gift of
God, not by works, so that no one
can boast”) all the descendants
of Israel will be found righteous
and will exult.”

Noticeafew very important points
concerning this portion of our text.
First of al, Isaiah hereisnot speak-
ing of physical, national Israel.
Many of them remained idolaters
and unrepentant and unbelieving.
Rather the prophet is speaking of a
spiritual Israel consisting of Jew
and Gentilewhich isthe Church of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

While many of our Arminian broth-
ersand sistersbelievethat aChris-
tian can losetheir salvation by fail-
ing to maintain their faith and good
works, the Reformed faith pro-
fesses the Perseverance (or pres-
ervation) of the Saints! Thishibli-
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cal doctrineteachesthat all true be-
lievers are kept in faith by the
power of El Shaddai — God Al-
mighty. Once a person is truly
saved they will, by God’s grace,
persevere to the end and so be
saved! That is why the Apostle
Paul passionately proclaims in
Philippeans 1:6, “being confident
of this, that he who began a good
work in you will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ
Jesus.”

Secondly, when Isaiah makes ref-
erence to “all the descendants of
Israel” theclearimplicationisthat
God will not fail tosaveasingleone
of His elect! Not a single soul
whose sins Christ paid for will per-
ish! Imaginethegrossinjustice God
would perpetrateif He condemned
to hell those who sins had already
been paid for and completely cov-
ered by the blood of Christ on Cal-
vary! And yet that is precisely
what our Arminian brothersandsis-
ters believe and teach!

TheBible saysthat not asinglesoul
whom God has sovereignly decreed
to savewill ever beableto frustrate
His sovereign, saving purpose in
their heart, soul and life! In fact,
they “will be found righteous.”
They will bejustified —legally de-
clared not guilty in God' s heavenly
court because of the imputed righ-
teousness of Christ which is cred-
ited to their account by grace alone
through faith alone. The result of
such agrand, glorious, guaranteed,
and gracious salvation? They will
exult Jehovah!  Peter writes
“Though you have not seen him,
you love him; and even though
you do not see him now, you be-
lievein himand arefilled with an
inexpressible and glorious joy,

for you are receiving the goal of
your faith, the salvation of your
soul” (I Peter 1:8,9).

On February 2, 2003 the headline of
the North Jersey Herald News read:
“ColumbiaisLost” — There Are No
Survivors — “Seven astronauts
die 16 minutes shy of safe re-
turn.” Of course, ever since this
terrible tragedy concerning one of
the U.S. space shuttles occurred,
there have been all sorts of NASA
reflectionsand rel ated reportsfilled
with such statements as “what if”
and “if only.”

Let us take comfort and courage
from this: even in the Columbia
spacetragedy, andindeed, dsoinall
matters of Creation, Providence
and Redemption ... there abso-
lutely are no “what if's” and “if
only's’ with God! That iswhy in
time and for al eternity, no matter
what the particular circumstances
of our lives may be at any given
moment on any given day, al those
can and will and well ought to re-
joice who by God's grace through
faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior profess and proclaim THE
SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD ... one
of THE RICHES OF THE RE-
FORMED FAITH.

Rev. Richard J. Kuiken is
the pastor of the Reformed
Bible Church in Pompton
Pains, New Jersey.
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Eval uating the New Perspective

on Paul (14)

The Reformational Answer to the Question

In order to addressthese questions,
wewill beginwithasummary of the
traditional reformational answer to
them. During the course of the de-
bates of the sixteenth century on
the doctrine of justification, the
Reformers, who insisted that the
believer’'s justification is based
wholly upon the righteousness of
Christ received by faith alone, were
compelled to consider how thisis
compatible with afinal judgment
according to works. Since the Ro-
man Catholic objectionsto the Re-
formers understanding of justifica-
tion often included an appeal to the
Scriptural teaching of afinal judg-
ment according to works, the sub-
ject of justification and the final
judgment was an unavoidable fea-
ture of their teaching.

Rather than attempt to sort out the
variety of answersprovided to this
guestion during the sixteenth cen-
tury, wewill take the handling of it
in the Protestant confessions to be
representative. In these confes-
sions, several themes are present.

Fundamental to the reformational
view wastheclaimthat justification
wasajudicial act of God that irre-
vocably and definitively declares
that believersareright with God and
heirsof eternal life. Justificationis
not, like sanctification, a process
that occurs over time as believers
are renewed and conformed to
Christ by theworking of His Spirit.
Justification is adeclarative act of
God in which He pronounces the
status of believersto be one of ac-

ceptance and favor with Himself.
Thisfreejustification or acceptance
with God iswholly based upon the
work of Christ, whose righteous-
ness is the sufficient and the only
basisfor God'sjustifying verdict.

When believers cometo enjoy the
benefit of Christ's saving work
throughfaith, their justification de-
clares, here and now, nothing less
than thefavorable verdict that God
will publicly confirm at thetime of
thefinal judgment. Freejudtification
declaresthat al thebeliever'ssins,
past, present and future, are for-
given and covered by the perfect
righteousness of Jesus Christ,
whose life of obedience and sacri-
ficial death constitute their righ-
teousness before God. In this re-
spect, justification anticipates the
favorable verdict that will be
openly declared at the final judg-
ment. When believersarejoined to
Christ through faith, they become
beneficiariesof theverdict that God
declared already intheresurrection
of Christ from the dead (Romans
4:25).

To state the matter conversely, if
thefinal judgment wereto undo or
reverse the verdict already pro-
nounced inthebeliever’sjustifica-
tion, the confidence of believersthat
“thereisnow no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus’
would be compromised (Rom. 8:1).
To speak of a“future” or final jus-
tification that is partly based upon
works jeopardizes the believer’'s

assurance of full and irrevocable
justification.

The Confessions

Nowhere in the confessions of the
Reformation isthis more emphati-
cally stated than in the Westminster
Confession of Faith. In Chapter 7,
“Of Justification,” it isaffirmed that
“God doth continue to forgive the
sinsof thosethat arejustified; and,
although they can never fall from
the state of justification, yet they
may, by their sins, fall under God's
fatherly displeasure, and not have
the light of His countenance re-
stored unto them, until they humble
themselves, confesstheir sins, beg
pardon, and renew their faith and
repentance” (section 5, emphasis
mine).

The language of this Confession
unmistakably declares that justifi-
cationisaonce-for-all judicial act,
which secures the believer’sright
standing with God in amanner that
isirrevocable. No room is left by
this Confession for the idea of a
future justification that compl etes
what would otherwise be an unfin-
ished redlity.

In the Heidelberg Catechism, a
similar point ismade, thoughinthe
express context of its treatment of
thefinal judgment. When the ques-
tionisasked, “What comfortisit to
you that Christ shall come to
judge the living and the dead?,”
theanswer strongly insiststhat this
judgment occurswithin the frame-
work of a solid confidence that
Christ’s obedience and sacrifice
have already secured, perma-
nently and irrevocably, the
believer’s freedom from the curse
of thelaw: “That inall my sorrows
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and persecutions, with uplifted
head | ook for the very same Per-
son who before has offered Him-
self for my sake to the tribunal of
God, and has removed all curse
from me, to come as Judge from
heaven” (Q. & A. 52). According
to this confession, the final judg-
ment does not represent a fearful
prospect of loss for believers who
place their trust in Christ, since
Christ has secured once-for-all
their freedom from the curse of the
law and accomplished for them all
that is necessary to secure their
right standing with God (Romans
8:31-39; Philippeans 3:20; Titus
2:13).

According to the Reformation con-
fessions, since this definitive and
irrevocable declaration of the
believer’s standing with God is
based solely upon the righteous-
nessof Christ, whichisreceived by
faith alone, the works that play a
rolein the context of thefinal judg-
ment may not be regarded as the
ultimate basisor ground for thefa-
vorable verdict and acquittal that
this judgment publicly declares.
Theconfessionsclearly and repeat-
edly assert that the only righteous-
nessthat istheground for thejusti-
fying verdict of Godistherighteous-
nessreveaedin the gospel of Jesus
Christ (Romans 3:21-24; 5:1,2,16;
Ephesians 2:8-9; Philippeans 3:9; 1
Corinthians5:21).

Sincebelieversarejustified by faith
“apart from works,” the final
judgment’s contemplation of the
worksof believersmay not be con-
strued as a justification by works,
even though such works are the
necessary and inevitablefruitsof a
true and living faith. Though it is
acknowledged that the final judg-

ment includes a public confirma-
tion of the believer’s present justi-
fication, this judgment is not de-
scribed as akind of future or final
justification that completes an oth-
erwise unfinished process. To re-
gard the final judgment as a final
justification would inevitably com-
pel the view that justification, at
least initsultimate expression, isnot
afree gift of God's grace that is
granted for the sake of Christ's
righteousnessalone.

If the confessions of the Reforma-
tion clearly speak of justification as
aonce-for-act of God, which does

Thefinal judgment
doesnot represent a
fearful prospect of
lossfor believers
who placetheir
trustin Christ.

not require nor comport with afu-
tureor final justification according
to works, this still leaves open the
guestion regarding the way they
handle the final judgment and the
obviousrolethat worksplay inthis
judgment. How, then, do the con-
fessionstreat the subject of therole
of good worksin the context of the
final judgment?

Genuine Good Works

Toanswer thisquestion, itissignifi-
cant to observethat the confessions
of the Reformation freely affirm
the reality of afinal judgment ac-
cording toworks. They also openly

acknowledge that the good works
of believersare genuineworksthat
please God and are accordingly
rewarded by Him. However, the
reformational confessionsare care-
ful to note that the good worksthat
God rewards in the context of the
final judgment have at least three
important characteristics.

First, they are not the kinds of
worksthat could ever justly deserve
the verdict that free justification
pronounces. Such works could
never be “the whole or part of our
righteousnessbefore God,” accord-
ing to the Heidelberg Catechism,
“[b]ecausetherighteousnesswhich
can stand beforethetribunal of God
must be absolutely perfect and
wholly conformable to the divine
law, while even our best worksin
thislifearedl imperfect and defiled
withsin” (Q. & A. 62; cf. Romans
3:9,20; 10:5; 7:23; Galatians 3:10;
5:3; Deuteronomy 27:6; Leviticus
18:5).

Second, the good works of believ-
ers are themselves the fruits of
God'ssanctifying graceat work in
the hearts and lives of his people.
They are those good works that
God prepared beforehand for be-
lieversto walk inthem (Ephesians
2:10).

And third, the works of believers
are only “good” in so far as they
proceed from faith, the same faith
that finds no other basisfor accep-
tance with God than that provided
by the righteousness of Jesus
Christ. They are the inescapable
fruits of a true and living faith,
though faith alone “before we do
goodworks’ istheexclusiveinstru-
ment whereby believers receive
the free gift of justification (Mat-
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When God rewards the works of faith, He rewards
those works that He produces by His own Spirit
in the lives of believers.

thew 7:18; John 15:5; James
2:18,22). The principa motivethat
isoperative in the Chrigtian lifeis
that of gratitude and devation borne
out of the awareness of God's su-
per-abounding gracein Christ (Ro-
mans 12:1). To suggest that the
good works of believers constitute
the basisor reason for their final ac-
ceptance and favor with God would
be to transpose them into an
unbiblical key. Were believers mo-
tivated to obey God by the prospect
of thelossof their justification and
inheritance in the covenant, their
workswould be performedin “bad
faith,” that is, out of an ungrateful
denial of the perfection of Christ’s
work on their behalf. When God
rewards the works of faith, there-
fore, He rewards those works that
He produces by His own Spirit in
thelivesof believers.

Since the genuine good works of
believers, which play animportant
rolein the final judgment, are not
thekind of worksthat could justify
anyone, the confessions also insist
that their reward, though genuine, is
not the gift of salvationitself or the
title to eternal life (I Corinthians
3:14-15). Savationiswholly agift
of God's grace in Christ (Romans
6:13) and therefore it cannot be as
areward for good works that we
are saved. The respective rewards
and praise that God grants to the
good worksof believersareagenu-
ine and undeniable feature of the
final judgment. However, the praise
of the believer’sgood worksin the
context of thefinal judgment isnot

to be understood as though they
were the basis for the believer's
salvation.

The believer’'s acceptance with
God andright to eternal lifealways,
whether inthislifeandin thesetting
of thefinal judgment, remain based
upon the gracious work of Christ.
Were the believer’s acceptance
with God or inheritance of eternal
lifeto depend upon whothey areor
what they have done, the assurance
of freejustification would be lost
and works would become the way
whereby believers receive their
salvation, which would beadenid
of justification by the instrumen-
tality of faith alone.

Acceptable Good Works

Among the moreimportant features
of the confessions’ treatment of a
final judgment according to works
istheir insistence that the accep-
tance and reward by God of the
good worksof believersisby grace
and not merit. When God rewards
theworks of believers, Hedoes not
reward them in termsof their inher-
ent value, asthough, strictly speak-
ing, there would be a sense in
which they “deserve” thisreward.
Since the works of believers are
alwaysimperfect and stained with
sin, and since these works are
themselves the fruits of Christ’'s
Spirit at work inthem, it isnot pos-
sible to speak of their reward as a
reward that is properly merited.
Thereis no sensein which the re-
ward God grants for such works

could besaidto be“due’ believers,
as though this reward were like a
wage that is due aworker who has
satisfactorily fulfilled al hisduties
(cf. Luke 17:10; Romans 4:4). In-
deed, however genuine and praise-
worthy the works performed by
believers, their acceptance and re-
ward from God depends wholly
upon a prior acceptance of their
persons for the sake of the righ-
teousness of Christ.

In this connection, the confessions
introduceadistinction, whichisaso
foundinthewritings of John Calvin
and other Reformed theol ogians of
the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies, between the justification of
the believer’s person and the jus-
tification of the believer’s works.
Though present in severa of the
confessions, nowhereisthisdistinc-
tion more clearly stated thaninthe
Westminster Confession of Faith:
“Notwithstanding, the persons of
believers being accepted through
Christ, their good works also are
accepted in him; not asthough they
were in this life wholly
unblameable and unreprovable in
God's sight; but that he, looking
upon themin his Son, is pleased to
accept and reward that which is
sincere, athough accompanied with
many weaknesses and imperfec-
tions” (Chap. 16, section 6).

The point of this distinction is to
emphasize that whatever pleasure
God takes in the otherwise imper-
fect works of His children, this
pleasure wholly depends upon and
isundergirded by Hisprior pleasure
intheir persons, whichisonaccount
of the righteousness of Christ
alone. By speaking of an accep-
tanceor justification of theworksof
believers, the Confession clearly
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does not mean to speak of some-
thing that “completes’ or comple-
mentsthe believer’sprior justifica-
tion by faith alone. The acceptance
of thework of believersissubordi-
nated to, and only possible upon the
basisof, aprevioussavingjustifica-
tion of the persons of believers.
When believers come before God
with their works, they come as
thosewho are united to Christ and,
in union with him, clothed with his
perfect righteousness. The accep-
tance of their works, accordingly, is
altogether gracious and unmerited.
Apart from the saving acceptance
of their personsin Christ, theworks
of believers could not possibly be
pleasing to God, since, asthe Con-
fession rightly describesthem, they
are always “accompanied with
many weaknesses or imperfec-
tions.” The acceptance of the
works of believersis not a second
part or chapter in the ongoing pro-
cess of the believer’sjustification.
Rather, itisafruit and consequence
that followsfrom amorebasic act,
namely, thefreejustification of be-
lievers themselves on account of
work of Christ on their behalf.

Within the context of these empha-
ses, the confessions affirm that
believerswill not be acquitted inthe
final judgment, or receive the con-
firmation of their freejustification
and praise for their good works,
unlesstheir lives give evidence of
the genuineness of their faith. God
will not declarethefina acquitta of
professed believers whose lives
belieor deny their profession. Inthis
respect, itispermissibleto say that
believerswill only bevindicatedin
thefinal judgment within the context
of an acknowledgment of their
good works, which prove their
genuineness of their faith. The

good worksthat truefaith produces
are a necessary part of what be-
longs to the salvation of any be-
liever (agenuine conditio sinequa
non). But they are not the cause or
reason for the salvation of any be-
liever. In other words, believerswill
only be saved when they embrace
the gospel withthekind of faith that
necessarily produces good works.
However, this certainly does not
mean that we should view thefinal
judgment asakind of final chapter
inthebeliever’sjustification, which
would determine on the basis of
works whether believers are wor-
thy of eternal life.

According to the confessions,
therefore, the final judgment and
acquittal of believersis“according
to” but not, strictly speaking, “on
account of” their good works. Be-
causetrue faith is“ ever accompa
nied with all other saving graces”
(Westminster Confession of Faith,
chapter 11, section 2), including
good works, thefinal judgment will
openly confirm the salvation of
those in whom the Spirit of Christ
hasworked. Thefind judgment will
show that thefaith that alonejusti-
fiesisnot aloneinthose who genu-
inely believe in Christ. None of
thosewhom God justifiesfreely for
the sake of Christ are left in the
conditioninwhich they werefound.
Rather, the Spirit of Christ, whois
the Spirit of sanctification, always
and simultaneously renews believ-
ersin new obedience to the law of
God. The purpose of thefinal judg-

ment, accordingly, isto vindicate
God's righteousness in declaring
hisjustified and sanctified peopleto
be the proper recipients of their
open acquittal and praise. By con-
trast, thejudgment of the unbeliev-
ing and impenitent will publicly de-
clarethat they remain in their sins
and are deservedly recipients of
condemnation and desath.

Conclusion

Theclassic treatment of the subject
of justification and afinal judgment
according toworksinthe Reforma:
tion confessions, includes several
interrelated themes. All believers,
whose free justification is based
upon the righteousness of Christ
alonereceived through faith alone,
will bejudged at thetimeof Chrigt’s
coming. Because justification is a
definitiveand irrevocable declara-
tion of the believer’s acceptance
with God andtitleto eternd life, this
final judgment, though ajudgment
according to works, is not under-
stood to be afinal phase or stepin
aprocessof justification that isstill
unfinished. Rather, itisajudgment
that will publicly declare and con-
firm what is already true, namely,
that Christ has removed every ac-
cusation against hispeople and any
basisfor their remaining under the
curse of God. Furthermore, be-
cause the same faith that receives
thegift of Chrigt’srighteousnessfor
justification isalso, by theworking
of the Spirit of Christ, afaith that
provesits genuinenessby itsfruits,
the final judgment will declarethe

Thefinal judgment will show that the faith
that alonejustifiesisnot alone in thosewho
genuinely believein Christ.
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TheAnointed Savior [|1]

“ Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we

propriety of God'sjudgment in fa-
vor of believersby recognizing and
rewarding the works of believers.
The works of believerswill not be
thereason or basisfor God'sfavor-
ableverdict and acquittal of believ-
ersin thefinal judgment. Nor will
the reward of these works be the
gift of salvation or eternal life. The
roleof good worksinthefinal judg-
ment will be to offer the occasion
for God to reward graciously, and
not according to merit, those good
worksof believersthat arethefruits
of his gracious working in them.
Believerswill bejudged “ according
to” their works, but they will not be
saved “onthebasis’ or by reason of
their works. Though we may prop-
erly say that believerswill only be
acquitted in the final judgment
whentheir professionisconfirmed
by their good works, we may not
say that thisacquittal isbased upon
their good works.

Dr. Cornelis P. Venema is
the President of Mid-America
Reformed Seminary where
he also teaches Doctrinal
Studies. Dr. Venema is a
contributing editor to The
Outlook.

possess.” Hebrews 4:14

L ast month we saw how Jesus, the
Christ, was anointed to be our
Prophet. The catechism pointsout
that thesinner isnot only in need of
aprophet, that is, one who teaches
us about the Father, but we also are
in need of ahigh priest.

God originally created man good
andinHisimage. At onetime, Man
loved God spontaneously. For a
time, whilein the Garden of Eden,
we served God perfectly and lived
in constant fellowship with Him.
Sin, however, diverted that stream
of lifeand polluted it. Our thoughts
werenolonger pureand focused on
God. Instead, we became subject
to sin and fell under bondage to
Satan.

The Sacrifice

What we need is a priest to repre-
sent us before the Most Holy God.
We need someone to make atone-
ment for our sin and to restore us
once again into God's favor. In
order to make that atonement, the
priests of the Old Testament were
directed by God to make sacrifices
for the sinner. Whereasthe prophet
represented God to the people, the
priest representsthe peopleto God.
Only the anointed priest was per-
mitted to approach God on behalf
of man and make the necessary
sacrifices required by God.

The priesthood of the Old Testa-
ment erapointsusto the Chrigt, that
is, “TheAnointed One.” TheBook

of Hebrewsisfull of referencesto
Jesus as the Priest over the whole
household of God. The priests of
the Old Testament offered blood
sacrifices as commanded of them
by God. Those sacrifices al
pointed ahead to Christ, who by His
one sacrifice on the crossremoved
all the sin of Hispeople.

Because of Christ thereisno more
need for sacrifices of atonement;
thereisno more need for sacrifices
of blood. All that is needed isthe
sacrifice of thanksgiving. Anyone
who insists upon making a bloody
sacrificetoday istaking away from
the glory and the value of the once
for all sacrifice made by our only
High Priest, Jesus Christ. The
lamb upon the early altar pointed
ahead to the Lamb of God who
would take away the sin of the
world. It wasthat great sacrifice,
made by Jesus on the cross, that
removed your sins and made you
right with God. We must now rec-
ognize Jesus as the One anointed
by God as priest and thereby en-
abled to makethe perfect sin-offer-
ing for our sin.

What a difference between Jesus
Christ, the true priest, and all the
priests that foreshadowed Him.
Theearly priestsall camewith the
blood sacrifice of ananimal. Jesus
Christ, our only eternal High Priest
came and poured out Hisown pre-
cious blood for our sin. We are
redeemed; our sinsare paid for not
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with silver or gold, but withthe pre-
ciousblood of our Lord Jesus Christ
who shed Hisblood and died upon
the crossfor us. | Peter 2:24 tells
us that Jesus Christ, our High
Priest, “bore our sinsin His own
body on the tree, that we, having
died untosin, might livetorighteous-
ness.” lsaiah tells us, “By His
stripes we are healed.”

The Advocate

We are also told by the Heidelberg
Catechism that as our High Priest,
“Christ continually pleads our
cause with the Father.” Satan, the
Law, and even our own con-
sciences all accuse of before God.
They al point out our guilt. Yes, we
areguilty of sinand thereforeguilty
of deserving eternal punishment.

Our Advocate, Jesus Christ, stands
at the right hand of God the Father
and pleads our case for us. Heis

attentive to our every need. Heis
in the presence of God the Father
every day! Thatisnosmall benefit
for us! The Old Testament priests
could enter into the Holy of Holies
only once ayear. Jesusisin the
presence of the Holy One every
day! That meansthat whenour sin
is brought before the Father, our
anointed Advocate says, “ Because
of My broken body and shed blood
- Not Guilty!” Only the One
anointed by God to be our Advocate
can say those words because He
covered those sins with His own
blood. They have been paid for.

What a marvelous treasure for ev-
ery child of God to know that the
Savior gave Hislifefor usand that
now HeisintheHoly of Holiesin
the presence of the Father confirm-
ing the sacrificewhich Hemadefor
us at Calvary.

Rev. Wybren H. Oord is
the pastor of the Covenant
United Reformed Church in
Kaamazoo, Michigan. Heaso
serves as Editor of The
Outlook.

WhyisHecalled ‘Christ’?

Because Heisordained of God the
Father to beour only High Priest.

Sound Bites - 1988

January 1988

“I"m not afraid of the charge:
You preach the Catechism, not the
bible. Proper preaching of the Cat-
echismishiblical preaching through
and through.”

The Catechism as Text
JelleTuininga

March 1988

“It is so abundantly clear from
scripture and our confessions that
comingtothelLord' stableinvolves
aconfessiononour part. Itisitself
aconfession of our faith.”

Children at the Lord’s Supper

JelleTuininga

April 1988

“Astheauthority of the Bibleis
increasingly coming under attack in
our denomination and as somelose
confidence in the power of the
Word preached to attract sinners,
we find some preachers becoming
more and more enamored with in-
novationsand novelties. Thisoften
takes place at the expense of the
proclamation of the Word which
alone can fulfill the need of the
seeking sinner.”

Our “ Famine of the Word”
Arthur Besteman

“Not one Reformed church, an-
cient or modern, hasever diluted or

abandoned its Calvinism through a

knowing decision based on schol-
arly dispute.”

“Christian” TV

A New Challenge

John D. Teague

“Synod of ‘87 appointed still an-
other committeeto study the matter
again....We'study’ thingsuntil we
get our way.”

Obey God Rather Than Men
JelleTuininga

May 1988

“We should never justify evil by
citing itsprevalence, nor should we
declare our intention to violate the
law in the absence of its enforce-
ment.”

Sgning the Form
Norman De Jong
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“Those who place the Heidel-
berg Catechism so high up that it
even has sermon text status (just as
the Bible does for the other Ser-
mons each Lord's Day), will only
succeed in undermining what they
seek to uphold.”

Catechism Preaching
G I. Williamson

June 1988

“1 have difficulty thinking that
God would lead usinto thinking of
24-hour days if they really had
been long periods of millions and
billions of years. God isa God of
truth and He does not mislead.”

Whose Word Must We Accept?
Al Menninga

July 1988

“TheBelgic Confession must be
not just the BEL GIC Confession. It
must be OUR confession.”

* k k k% %

“It must bealiving statement of

faith. It cannot function as OUR

confessionif most of usdo not even
know what it says.”

The Belgic What?

David A. Kloosterman

“The problemwith Calvinismis
not that is hasbeen tried and found
wanting; it has been found difficult
and not tried.”

A Crisis: “ Commercial”
Calvinism
John D. Teague

September 1988

“Trueunity isonly by discipline
whichisfocused onwhoistruly lis-
tening to God'sWord. True Chris-
tians believe the same things and

that makes them one.”
What Is Our Bible?
Robert Grossman

October 1988

“ Although churcheswhich have
had to break away from unfaithful
denominations may have to be-
come independent as a temporary
policy, independency isno cure-all

for the abuse of church power, but

is exposed to its own variety of
abuses.”

Biblical Reformed Churches:

Neither Hierarchical nor

Independent

Peter De Jong

November 1988

“Tovigorously defend the Scrip-
turesisto run therisk of being la-
beleda’Biblicist.” Thisistherheto-
ric of unbelief. Far better to culti-
vateachildlikefaith, than aperverse
skepticism.”

Questioning the Scriptures
Richard Blauw

“Those who have retained their
belief in the historical trustworthi-
nessof aninerrant Bible havetime
andtimeagain lived to seetheir own
position vindicated rather than that
of the‘scientific’ higher critics.”

The No-so-Hard ‘ Facts' of
Man’s Evolution
David A. Kloosterman

Silver Anniversary for Boise's Cloverdale
United Reformed Church

Not your prototypicd “60'schild,” the
founders of Boise's Cloverdde
United Reformed Church neverthe-
lesstracetheir beginningstotheclose
of that turbulent decade. Although
somemight say the60' spassed | daho
by, five Chrigtian Reformed families
who had moved to the area did not,
and began meetinginhomesfor Bible
studies.

Classisapprova for Sunday worship
camein 1976 and servicesbegan in
Caldwell, Idaho, 25 miles west of
Boise closer to the western edge of

the" TreasureValley” which encom-
passesa50-mileirrigated agriculturd
areabordered by the Boise National
Forest on the northeast and the
Owyhee Mountainsto the southeast.
Withinayear, the CRC'sHomeMis-
sionsBoard adopted Boiseasafidd.
Pastor Don Lagerwey wasinstalled
in February of 1978 and led thefirst
worship service for ten families. By
December the church had 12 mem-
ber familiesand Sx nonmember fami-
lies.

The*“Cloverda €’ name came about

inApril, 1979 when 4.8 acreson ru-
ral Cloverdale Road was purchased
withthehelp of HomeMissions. The
purchase included a parsonage. El-
dersand deaconsweredectedinNo-
vember of 1979 and servicescontin-
ued in school gyms and a rented
church building. 1981 brought the
construction of the present church
andthefirst Summer Workshop Mis-
sions Team.

Pastor Lagerwey accepted acall to
Redding, CdiforniainApril of 1982.
After nearly a year of interim
pastorship, Reverend Peter Vosteen
arrived and wasinstalled in March
1983. Pastor Vosteen initiated a pe-
riod of reorgani zation and focused the
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congregation on evangelism and
church growth. Many contactswere
made and the church was blessed
with rapid growth, adding the east
educationwinginthespring of 1984.
In 1985 Pastor Vosteen also began a
radio ministry outreach.

Mr. Jim Stastny was hired asAssis
tant Pastor during thistimeof growth.
Soon, however, the generdly de-
pressed local economy begantotake
familiesout of theareaand the posi-
tion was dissolved in September of
1987. Two years later, Pastor
Vosteen accepted acall to servethe
CRC congregation in Lynnwood,
Washington.

After two yearsof prayer and perse-
verance, the congregation of forty
fivefamiliesextended acal toCavin
Theological graduate, Reverend Ed
Marcusse. Pastor Marcusse, hiswife
Denise, and their four children came
tousfrom Grand Rapids, Michiganin
September 1991. TheL ord continued
to bring growth to our churchand in
summer, 1994, the north education
wing was added. We can clearly
trace God'shand upon usin theway
He has guided us through the years.

In November of 1996 our church
congregeation (now 68 families) voted
to leave the Christian Reformed de-
nomination because of on-going theo-
logicd disagreements. Thisdecision
madeit necessary to repay theHome
Missions loan, which financed our
beginning. A special offering was
taken in December 1996 raising the
needed $152,180.00 - Praise the
Lord! After much discussion and
prayer our church voted to join the
United Reformed Church. A mort-
gage burning ceremony washeldfol-
lowing a congregational meeting in
1997.

In July of 1998, Pastor Marcusse
accepted a call to Bethel URC in
Calgary, Alberta. In August 1999,
after ayear of interim pastors, the
congregation called Rev. Daryl Kats.
Hiswife Suzi and their two children
cameto usfromBeaverdam CRCin
Hudsonville, Michigan.

CloverdaeUnited Reformed Church
currently enjoys a membership of
gpproximately 90 familiesaswegive
Godal theglory for aprovidentialy
blessed 25 years.

L ooking Out
and About

* Rev. Rand Lankheet who has
served asthe pastor of the Ontario
United Reformed Church, Ontario,
Cdiforniafor the past fifteen years
was installed on August 5 as the
pastor of the Covenant Reformed
Church (URC), Toronto, Ontario.
Participating intheinstall ation ser-
vice were Rev. Ronald Schreuers,
Pastor of the First United Reformed
Church, Chino, California; Rev.
Ray Sikkema, Pastor Emeritus of
the United Reformed Churchesand
Rev. Eric Pennings, Missionary to
South Asiansin Toronto and an as-
sociate pastor of the Covenant
Church.

* Mr. David Klumpenhower, are-
cent graduate of Mid AmericaRe-
formed Seminary, Dyer, Indiana
has accepted the call extended to
him by the United Reformed
Church of Walker, Michigan.

* On Tuesday, August 3 agroup of
ten young people, members of
United Reformed Churchesin the

Western Michigan area, left for
Trinidad to work with Rev. Steve
McGee for two weeks. The first
week of service was devoted to
preparations for Vacation Bible
School and making contactsin the
community. The second week was
spent conducting the Vacation Bible
Schoal.

* On August 3, Classis Michigan
met in special session to complete
the candidacy examination of Mr.
Matthew Nuiver. At theconclusion
of the examination the delegatesto
Classis concurred with the consis-
tory of the Cornerstone United
Reformed Church, Hudsonville,
Michiganin declaring Mr. Nuiver a
candidate for acall in the United
Reformed Churches.

* On Sunday, August |, Dr. Bastiaan
Van Elderen who served for many
years as Professor of New Testa-
ment Studiesat Calvin Theological
Seminary in Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan died at the age of 79. Dr. Van
Elderen was noted for his archeo-
logical work inthe Middle East.

* The week of July 26 six hundred
twenty young peopleand their lead-
ers gathered on the campus of
BiolaUniversity in LaMirada, Cali-
fornia for the annual Reformed
Youth Services Convention. Rev.
Phil Grotenhuis, Pastor of the
Springfield, Missouri United Re-
formed Church and Rev. Jason
Tuinstra, Pastor of the Community
United Reformed Church of
Schereville, Indianawerethe prin-
cipa speakers. A number of work-
shops with leaders from various
parts of the country were also of -
fered.

(continued on page 24)
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Reformed Fellowship, Inc.
3363 Hickory Ridge Ct.
Grandville, M1 49418

(616) 532-8510

THE PARABLES OF OUR LORD
By the late Rev. Henry Vander Kam

This 16 lesson study guideincludesdiscussionson all of themorewell-known
and well-loved parablestold by our Lord, such as* The Parable of the Sower,”
“TheWiseand Foolish Virgins,” and “The Prodigal Son;” and it dsoincludes
discussions on some of our Lord’s parables which are perhaps not so well-
known and not so well understood, such as“ The Parabl e of the Seed Grow-
ing in Secret,” “The Unrighteous Steward,” and “ The Unclean Spirit.”

The introductory lesson of this study is, in essence, a primer on Reformed
hermeneutics, how the parables can be properly interpreted and applied to
our day and age. Thislesson itself isworth the cost of the book.

The Parables of Our Lord would make an excellent study guidefor any age
group in the church, from high school on up, who seeksto better understand
the main point of these masterful storiestold by our Lord.

‘Subscription Form

| Oneyear US$21.00 O TwoyearsUS$41.00 Q Threeyears US$60.00 Q

(Canadian $29.00 + 2.03 GST) (Canadian $58.00 + 4.06 GST) (Canadian $34.00 + 5.88 GST

I

I

)

| Name |
| Street [
| City State Zip I
I e e Reformed Fellowship, Inc. I
| Denomingtiond Affiliation 3363 Hickory Ridge Ct. |
N Grandville, Ml 49418 Y,

(Looking Out and About, cont.)

* OnAugust 15, The Reformed Pres-
byterian Church of North America, the
Presbyterian Churchin America, and
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
held a joint service of worship at
Grove City College, Pennsylvania. Dr.
Carl Bogue of Akron, Ohio spoke on
“What Really Unites Us’.

* With thankfulness to God the Hope
Reformed Church of Pierre, South
Dakota celebrated their 40th
Anniversary with special worship
services on Sunday, September 26,
2004. Guest speakers for the day
were include Rev. Robert Grossman
and Rev. Herman Van Stedum.

e Mr. Bill Konynenbelt is the new
Stated Clerk for the URCNA. He
can reached in one of the following
ways.

Bill Konynenbelt,

Stated Clerk - URCNA

5824 Bowwater Crescent NW,

Cdgary,AB

Canada T3B 2E2

Phone: (403)286-0521
Fax: (403)286-0759
E-mail: urcna@shaw.ca
(preferred method)




