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Mary: Thelmageof the

ChrigianLife

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary
was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with
child of the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 1:18)

IsMary the “ Queen of Heaven” or
aninstrument to reveal the Gospel ?
How should we understand Mary?
Recently Rowland Ward has out-
lined for us how the Roman Catho-
lic Church hasturned her traditional
teachings about Mary into the au-
thoritative teaching of the church
[“Jesus and His Mother,” New
Horizons (Dec. 2002): 6-7, 9].
According to Ward, there are four
authoritative teachings that have
emerged since 1854:

1) Mary, at thetime of her concep-
tion, was preserved from the
stain of original sin.

2) The church declared Mary
“Mother of God,” “Mother of
Heaven.” Assuch, likeGod, she
becomes the source and
bestower of grace; like God, she
isalsoto beviewed asan object
of worship.

3) The church declared that after

Mary died, her body and soul
were immediately joined to-
gether, and she was enthroned
in heaven as queen.

4) The church declared Mary the
“Mother of the Church.”

Presently, Ward reports that the
Roman Catholic Churchislooking
into afifth doctrine; Mary is co-
redeemer with Christ.

If we stand in the tradition of our
Reformed fathers, | think wewould
agree with Rowland Ward that a
cultic religion about Mary has
emerged in Roman Catholicism that
has no connection to theteaching of
Scripture. On the other hand, as
children of the Reformation, we
must be cautious not to overreact
against the teachings of Roman
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Catholicism about Mary. We must
be opento seehow Biblical revela-
tionistruly portraying her. | believe
akey tothat portrayal can befound
in the manner Paul interprets
Sarah’s life, the wife of Abraham
(Galatians 4:21-31).

In ethnic Jewish history, there has
been atendency to elevate, isolate,
and exalt Sarah to aposition of pres-
tigeand honor. Ineffect, sheisthe
epitome of the Hebrew woman.
But the Holy Spirit does not direct
Paul to be concerned with Sarah’s
ethnic position of statusin Hebrew
history. Rather, Paul is concerned
withwhat God isrevealing through
her lifeintheredemptivehistory! In
contrast to the bondwoman Hagar,
Sarah is the free woman, associ-
ated with the covenant of prom-
ise—the heavenly city of Jerusalem
(Zion).

L et me suggest that we follow this
same principleof Biblical interpre-
tation with respect to Mary! The
Bibleisnot interested in elevating,
isolating, or exalting Mary to any
status that makes her complimen-
tary to the activity of God. Noris
the Bible interested in making her
an object of worship or adistributor
of grace. Rather, Biblical revelation
has a serious interest to teach us
something about our relationship to
the gospel through her! Let ussay
it plainly: the Bible is not inter-
ested in elevating Mary to a sta-
tus that resembles deity; rather,
like Sarah in the Old Testament,
the Bible isinterested in teaching
us how Mary serves the revela-
tion of the gospel to Christ's
church!

In order for usto grasp how Mary
serves the revelation of the gospel

to the church, we must understand
the revelation of the gospel in
Matthew’s birth narrative. We
must keep in mind that the focus of
Matthew is the coming of
Immanuel; redemptive-history has
been waiting for the presence of
God (“God with us’) to dwell in all
His power, glory, and righteousness
inthemidst of Hispeople. Indeed,
that day hascome! Jesus, the Sav-
ior of sinners, has come both as
priest and sacrifice for us! But
Matthew also wants you to under-
stand the immediate impact that
Immanuel has upon the lives of

The Bibleis
interested in teaching
us how Mary serves
therevelation of the
gospel to Christ’'s
church!

those surrounding Christ’shbirth!

Specifically, Mary and Joseph ap-
pear in Matthew’s gospel in order
to show the incredible impact that
the coming and presence of Christ
hasupon thelivesof each personin
the church. In Mary and Joseph
you are to see your lifein Christ.
You are to note that as Christ
comesinto theworld, lives change!
Nothing is the same since Christ
came!

There are at least two points we
need to notein Mary’slife:

1) Theplacing of Christ by theHoly
Spiritin Mary (incarnation) typi-

fiesthe placing of Christ by the
Holy Spiritin usasweare saved
and arebeing saved (if you will,
a“spiritual incarnation”).

2) In Mary, we have the posture of
the church as we live in this
world.

A Spiritual Incarnation

Returning to the first point, let us
begin with areminder that the in-
carnationisthe eternal Son of God
becoming flesh! How does this
event occur? By the amighty
power of the Holy Spirit placing
Jesusin Mary! Now pleasefollow
my thinking onthis: the Son of God
is placed within Mary by the Holy
Spirit! Thereis a parallel to this
pattern in our relationship with
Christ. How isJesus placedinyour
heart? Jesusisin your heart be-
cause the Holy Spirit has placed
Jesus in your heart! The Bible
teaches that such an action is a
birth process. Specifically, youare
born from above; you are born of
the Spirit of God. Andwho doesthe
Spirit put in your heart through this
birth process? Jesus, who saves
you from your sins!

Are you capturing the pattern?
What aglorious patternitis! The
way inwhich God redeemsthesin-
ner follows the same pattern as
Christ’sincarnation! We can actu-
ally say that being bornagaininthe
Bibleisa*“spiritual incarnation”.
Christ is brought to dwell in your
heart through the power of the Holy
Spirit! The pattern of theincarna-
tion of Christ coming in history is
extended by God'ssovereign grace
to a“spiritual incarnation” of God
saving us who are sinners in His
sight! Hereinlays God'srevelation
to us through Mary! Mary is not
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only the chosen vessel of Christ’s
incarnation in redemptive-history,
but thisincarnationisalso aforecast
of how God will spiritually trans-
form each one of us in Christ’s
church. Simply put, the Holy Spirit
places Jesus in the inner confines
of our being!

In drawing our attention to this par-
dlel, 1 amnot attemptingto minimize
or trivialize the profound and mi-
raculous once-and-for-all event of
the incarnation of Christ. Aswe
know, thereisabsolutely no gospel
without it! Indeed, Christ'sincar-
nation isthe climax of the opening
chapter in the entire New Testa-
ment canon. Thereisno forgive-
ness from sin, no new covenant,
and no salvation without theincar-
nation of Christ! Christ must enter
afallen creation by the power of the
Holy Spirit, born of a woman, if
anyone isto be born from above!

A Picture of the Church

In the second place, Mary depicts
the posture of the churchaswelive
inthisworld! Mary isthepictureof
how we live in the process of our
sanctification each day! What be-
comesextremely interesting to note
isthat in Matthew’sbirth narrative
Mary never speaks aword. She
remainssilent.

Thissilenceissignificant. Mary’s
condition bringsaccusation; it brings
the appearance of scandal and hid-
eous sin each day. It brings an
unjust charge. Mary does not rise
up to defend herself against her
accusers, against the appearance
of scandal!

Once again you see the life of the
church and your lifein Mary! Im-
mediately as the New Testament
opens, God revedsin Mary how the

churchiscalledtoliveinaworld of
persecution and injustice. The
theme coversthe pages of the New
Testament canon; the posture of
Mary is the posture of Christ's
church as Christ’s church is the
posture of the suffering Christ be-
foreHisaccusersat thecrucifixion.
Indeed, Christ stood silent (I Peter
2: 21-25).

What recourse does Mary have?
What sustains her in this time of
false accusation and the appear-
ance of scandal? How is shevin-
dicated in atime of injustice? Isit
not our human reaction to plead

The way in which
God redeems the
sinner follows the
same pattern as
Christ’s incarnation!

with Mary to speak on her own
behalf? Indeed, she should defend
herself since she is not guilty!
Surely, itisajust act for her to jus-
tify herself! Sowhy doesMary not
speak? Let me suggest that the
reason is because Mary is vindi-
cated; sheissustained in the same
way we are in the church! The
power of the Holy Spirit has placed
the presence of Christ within her.
Only the presence of Christ
through the Holy Spirit vindicates
and sustains her.

Our own voice cannot vindicate us
before our accusers; the essence
of justicedoesnot liewith thethings
that we say. The only way your

daily walk isvindicated beforeyour
accusersisif the Spirit has placed
the Christinyour heart. Theliving
Christ that iswithinyouisthe sole
means of vindication and justice
against thewicked world. InMary
this great truth is driven home.
Mary had the Christ within her; she
needed nothing more. Christisto-
tally sufficient; her union with
Christ vindicates her for eternity
before her accusers. Herein lay
thevictory and contentment of our
daily walk.

Dr. William D. Dennison
is the Associate Professor
of Interdiscplinary Studiesat
Covenant College, Lookout
Mountain, Georgia.
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We Confess

An Exposition & Application of the Belgic
Confession

Articles 6-7; Of the Difference Between the Canonical and
Apocryphal Books & Of the Perfection of Holy Scripture

Doyou have, inthe sixty-six books
of your Bible, al that you need to
know for your salvation? Dowe as
churches have all that we need to
worship God publicly asacongre-
gation? Thisisthe issue before us
thisissue aswe look at the Belgic
Confession, Articles6-7.

The Sufficiency of The In-
spired & Canonical Books

Article 7 speaks of the “suffi-
ciency” (Latin, perfectione) of the
Holy Scriptures. The context of the
Confession was with the Roman
Catholic Church, anditsinsistence
that we could only know what to
believefor salvation and what to do
for worshipinthe Scripturesand the
tradition of the Church. Reformed
Christians say that the Scriptures
aresufficient, completeand clear, in
terms of what needsto be believed
to be saved, and what we areto do
in worshipping the One who has
saved us.

Article 7 begins by speaking of the
sufficiency of Scripture for salva
tion, saying, “We believethat those
Holy Scripturesfully contain thewill
of God, and that whatsoever man
ought to believe unto salvation is
sufficiently taught therein.” Recall
what Article 2 said about God's
revelationin thewritten Word: “He
makes Himself more clearly and
fully known to us by His holy and

divineWord, that isto say, asfar as
is necessary for usto know in this
life, to Hisglory and our salvation.”
Article 7 continues to speak of the
Scriptures sufficiency for our wor-
ship by saying, “For sincethewhole
manner of worship which God re-
quires of usis written in them at
large...”

Welivein an age in which Ameri-
can Christianity has become in
many respects like the Roman
Catholic Church. Scripture is not
seen to be sufficient for our theol-
ogy and for our worship. After all,
wherearewetoldto pray the“ Sin-
ners Prayer” toreceive salvation?
Where are we commanded to in-
troduce “visual sermons’ in the
form of dramaand multimediapre-
sentations? These and many other
things have more in common with
Rome than with Protestantism.

Keep in mind that when our Con-
fession speaks of Scripture being
sufficient, itisnot sayingthat it tells
how to do everything. Itissufficient
intelling uswhat to do, or not to do,
to be saved, and what to do, and
what not to do, to worship God. It
doesnot tell usall thereisto know
about parenting, science, art, music,
history, etc. So where Scripture
gpeakson salvation and worship, l et
usbebold; but whereitissilent, let
us besilent.

What About the Apocrypha?

Are the books of the apocrypha a
part of the sufficient Scriptures?
Article6 liststhese booksand deals
with this question. Our English
word “apocrypha’ comesfrom the
Greek word apokruphos, meaning
“hidden” or “secret.” We as Re-
formed Protestants do not accept
these books asinspired and canoni-
cal because their authorship and
origin are hidden and secret.

Who wrote these books? We don’t
know. All we know is that they
were written sometime between
B.C.300and 100 A.D. They were
probably entitled as “apocrypha”
because they have an uncertain
and suspect authority, as Jerome
says, and because they have an
uncertain and suspect origin, as
Augustine says.

Why were these booksincluded in
the Church’s Bible? The Jewswho
translated the Hebrew Old Testa-
ment into Greek (the Septuagint)
included them. And when the
Church Father Jerome translated
the Septuagint into Latin, he in-
cluded them as well. As aresult,
they came to be accepted by the
Church of Rome, without any ques-
tionsasked. ThusRomesaid at the
Council of Florence (1438-1455)
that they wereinspired by God, and
at the Council of Trent (1545-1563)
that they were a part of the canon
of Scripture, and that anyone who
rejected them was anathema!

The Reformers, on the other hand,
rejected the apocryphal books, see-
ing them as uninspired and not part
of thecanon. Thereare severa rea
sons why.
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First, the Jewish Church never
received them as canonical. To
I srael was entrusted the * oracles of
God” (Romans 3:2), the word of
God of the Old Testament. The
apocrypha bookswere not included
because they were not written by
the prophets. These books came
after the period of thelast Old Tes-
tament prophet, Malachi; and they
were not written in the prophetical
language, Hebrew (cf. Josephus,
Against Apion 1:39-41; Augustine,
Psalms [NPNF 8:132]).

Second, neither the Lord Himself
nor the Apostles ever quote from
them. Look it up yourself. Aswell,
theLord divided the Old Testament
into the Law, Psalms, and Prophets
(Luke 24:44), not Law, Psalms,
Prophets, and Apocrypha.

Third, they were not received as
canonical in the ancient Church.
Most of the Church Fathers were
readers of Greek only, and not He-
brew. Thus they wused the
Septuagint astheir Old Testament.
But their opinion of these books
was the same — they were not a
part of the inspired canon. For ex-
ample, Rufinus' treatise, On the
Creed, written between 307-309,
testified of the Church Fathers
attitude toward these books, saying,
“all of whichthey would haveread
inthe Churches, but not appealed to
for the confirmation of doctrine.”
And Athanasius said in 367, “But
the former [the Old and New Tes-
taments], my brethren, areincluded
in the Canon, the latter being
merely read.”

The Reformers, aswe said earlier,
followed the belief and practice of
the ancient Church. An example of
how they did thiswasin the Dutch
Bible, the Staten Bijbel, from the

Synod of Dort. In this Bible the
Apocrypha was placed after the
end of the New Testament, in small
print, and with the disclaimer: “be-
cause they are not canonical, they
are not to be read publicly in the
congregation.”

Fourth, the apocryphal books
contain historical inaccuracies,
fanciful tales, and false doc-
trines. For example, the book of
Judith calls Nebuchadnezzar the
king of Ninevah even though
Ninevah was destroyed years be-
fore Nebuchadnezzar. The book of
Wi sdom describes Olympic-style
athletic contests in the time of
Solomon although they didn’t exist
until the Greek Empire. The book
of Bel and the Dragon contains
my favorite children’s bedtime
story, in which Daniel proves that
the king’s god wasn't eating the
food that was offered to it, but in-
stead afierce dragon was the cul-
prit. Daniel then slew the dragon
not by might, not by power, but by
indigestible cake!

Finally, these books contain
teachings which are in direct
conflict with the Biblical faith,
such as an unbiblical view of
women, salvation by works, andin
Tobit, the angel Raphael gives
magical directionsfor driving away
the devil by the smoke of afish’'s
liver while he accepted prayers of -
fered to him.

How isthisapplicableto us?In ad-
dition to our conversationswith Ro-

man Catholics, we learn by our
Confession that we need only the
Word of God read and preached in
our churches. Wherel live, mega
churchesare constantly sending out
mass mailings, advertising upcom-
ing sermon series through Max
Lucado’'s books, through Dr.
Laura’'s books, and through topics
like stress, being a good dad, and
being financialy wise. Paul rebukes
these churches, saying, “Even if
we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel to you than
what we have preached to you, let
him be accursed” (Galatians 1.8).

What About Tradition?

Thereisgood tradition, and thereis
bad tradition. We speak often of the
“Reformed tradition” or the“tradi-
tion of our church.” But what the
Confession wantsusto be aware of
isthekind of tradition that addsto
or takes from the inspired word of
God in terms of how we are saved
and how we worship.

Who would ever do such athing?
The Roman Catholic Council of
Trent, in Session IV on April 8,
1546 decreed that

this truth and discipline are
contained in the written
books, and the unwritten
traditions ... [the Synod]
following the examples of
the orthodox Fathers,
receives and venerates with
an equal affection of piety
and reverence, all the books
both of the Old and of the

So where Scripture speaks on salvation and
worship, let us be bold; but whereitissilent, let
us be silent.
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Questionsfor Further Study/Discussion

1. To what extent does the Confession say the Apocryphais

valuable?

2. Canwe use the Apocryphato teach doctrine? (cf. Galatians 1:8-

9

3. What does Scripture mean when it speaks of “tradition?’ (e.g.,

Il Thesselonians2:15, 3:6)

4. |s Scripture equally sufficient for every endeavor in life? (cf.
Westminster Confession I, vi-vii)

New Testament — seeing
that one God isthe author of
both — as also the said
traditions ... But if any one
receive not, as sacred and
canonical, thesaid books...
asthey are contained in the
old Latinvulgateedition; and
knowingly and deliberately

condemn the traditions
aforesaid; let him be
anathema.

Reformed Christiansdo not hold to
sinful traditionssuch asthe venera-
tion of the saints, the adoration of
the Eucharistic bread, or bowing
before a crucifix. But do we still
have a tendency to add to God's
word with our traditions? Many Re-
formed churchestoday insist upon
extra-Scriptural traditions such as
bringing in crosses for the Good
Friday service, thelighting of Ad-
vent candles, displaying bannersin
the sanctuary, never changing the
Order of Worship, and praying in
King James English only. Do not be
fooled. Even these seemingly sin-
cere practices can become idols.
How can | say this? Just take these
things away once and you will hear
just how idolatrous we have be-
come. The Confession says,

“Therefore we reject with all our
hearts whatsoever does not agree
withthisinfalliblerule.”

What we need is arevival of our
confidence in the sufficiency of
God's Word for salvation and for
worship. We do not have to soften
the message of salvation for our
unsaved neighbors, by telling that
“God lovesyou and has awonder-
ful plan for your life.” We do not
have to change our worship ser-
vicesto accommodatethe so-called
“seeker.” Let us speak thetruthin
love—you areontheway to hdl, so
repent and believein the Lord and
you shall be saved. Let usworship
in Spirit and truth, knowing that God
will seek worshippers. And if we
have to, let us as pastors, elders,
and saints, re-reform our own the-
ology and practice and that of our
churches. It will not be easy, but it
will beworthit.

Rev. Daniel R. Hydeis
the Pastor of the Oceanside
United Reformed Churchin
Oceanside, Cdlifornia.

L ooking Out
and About

* The Providence United Reformed
Church of Strathroy, Ontario has
moved into its newly constructed
building. The church whose pastor
is Rev. Harry Zekveld now num-
bersfifty-six families.

e Rev. J. Julien, who has served as
the Stated Clerk of the United Re-
formed Churchessinceitsfounding,
has asked to be relieved of his du-
ties as Stated Clerk due to the re-
sponsibilitiesof hisfull-timeteach-
ing position. Rev. William De Jong,
pastor of the Covenant Reformed
Church (URC) of Kansas City,
Missouri is now serving as Stated
Clerk.

» The Board of Trustees of Mid
America Reformed Seminary met
on October 16 and 17 A special
feature of the meeting wasadinner
on the evening of the 16th honoring
the founding fathers and the mem-
bers of the first board of the semi-
nary. Earlier onthat day five of the
founders, namely, Dr. Nelson
Kloosterman, Rev. E.J. Knott,
Rev. John Piersma, Dr. John
Sittema and Rev. Tom Vanden
Heuvel as well as Mrs. Elaine
Vander Kam the widow of Rev.
Henry Vander Kam had met with
Professor Alan Strange to record
memories inregard to thefounding
and early history of the seminary.
Dr. PY. De Jong and Rev. Eric
Fennema who were a so founders
werenot ableto be present. Follow-
ing the dinner the five founders
present served as a panel with Dr.
Cornel Venema as moderator to
discusstherationalefor the found-
ing of the seminary.
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Johannes Piscator and the

Doctrineof Justification

Johannes Piscator is not a house-
hold name familiar to 21% century
Reformed Christians. Yet four hun-
dred years ago, his hame was re-
nowned in both Lutheran and Re-
formed circles. That renown was
due to his formulation of the doc-
trine of justification. Thisdoctrine,
precious to every Protestant be-
liever, was the heart of the Refor-
mation and one of the two essential
differences between evangelicals
and Roman Catholics. Piscator was
an articulator and defender of the
Protestant doctrine, yet with asin-
gular twist—atwist which brought
down upon him the condemnation
of several Reformed synods, espe-
cially those held in the early 17t
century by the Reformed Church of
France.

Piscator’s Career

Piscator’sstory beginswith hishbirth
in Strasburg (Germany) in 1546.
He studied under Jerome Zanchius
at his hometown university, then
journeyed for further study to
Tubingen. In 1571, he became Pro-
fessor of Theology at the University
of Strasburg where he promoted
the modification of Aristotle'scur-
riculum (grammar, rhetoric, dialec-
tic, physics, and metaphysics) popu-
larized by Peter Ramus. It wasthis
modified curriculum which became
widely accepted in the Reformed
academies of Europe in the late
16" century. In 1574, he was in-
stalled Professor of Philosophy at
Heidelberg University; his col-
leagues on the faculty were Johann

Tremellius, Francis Junius,
Kaspar Olevianus, and
Zacharias Ursinus (the latter
two instrumental in writing the
Heidelberg Catechism).

Lutheran pressures at Heidel-
berg forced himto move, first to
Siegen (1577), then Neustadt
(1578) and Moers (1582). In
1584, he rejoined his old col-
league, Kaspar Olevianus, asco-
rector of the academy in
Herborn (Germany). Here his
career blossomed and his prodi-
gious literary output began to
appear in print. Piscator trans-
lated the entire Bible from He-
brew and Greek into German
(1602); wrote commentaries on
every book of the Old and New
Testament; and contributed nu-
meroustheol ogical workson pre-
destination, justification and the
sacraments. His “explanation”
of the Heidelberg Catechism
appeared in 1614.

The most popular of hisworks
was Aphorisms of the Chris-
tian Religion which was a
(aphoristic) summary of John
Calvin'sIngtitutes. But prior to
his death in Herborn in 1625,
Piscator had also advanced and
defended hisdistinctivedoctrine
of justification by the passive
obedience of Christ.

French Reformed Synods

Whilethere appear to be antici-
pations of Piscator’s views in
some L utheran theol ogians of the

time, hisoppositionto theimputation of
the active obedience of Christ became
notoriousin Reformed circles. In 1603,
the National Synod of the Reformed
Church of France (Gap) directed a
letter to Piscator urging him “not to
trouble the churches with his new
fangled opinions.” Piscator’sresponse
to the Synod's|etter was summarized
at the 1607 (Rochelle) sitting of the
National Synod. Onthat occasion, his
views negating the active obedience of
Christinthework of justification were
deemed defective.

With Piscator in mind (though not
named), the French Nationa Synod of
1612 (Privas) required that all itsmin-
isters affirm “that our Justification
consistsnot only intheforgiveness of
sins, but also in the imputation of
[Christ’g] active righteousness.”

Andfinally, at the Synod of Tonneins
(1614), the Reformed Church of
France adopted thefollowing explana-
tion of Article 18 ( of The Confession
of the Reformed Church of France
[1559]) onjustification: “ Jesus Christ
our Savior . . . [by] Hisignominious
death upon the cross, having most
perfectly bothinHislifeand death, ful-
filled the wholelaw, and that particu-
lar commandment imposed on Him by
HisFather of sufferingand giving His
soul aransom for many, by which His
most perfect obedience we are justi-
fied becauseit is counted ours by the
grace of God and apprehended by that
faith which He gives unto us.”

Piscator on Justification

What wasthe fussall about? Piscator
had drafted “Thirteen Theses on
Man's Justification” (in Latin) in
which he set forth his views. But his
book written against the great
Counter-Reformation Jesuit apologi<t,

8
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Robert Bellarmine, in 1594 provides
even moreinsight into hisexplana
tion of justification by faith. The
book is entitled A Learned and
Profitable Treatise of Man’s Jus-
tification; it was translated into
English and released in 1599.
Piscator focused on the usual Prot-
estant argument against the Roman
Catholic doctrine of justification;

thelatter confuse sanctification with
justification.

Bellarmine stood in thetradition of
the Catholic Counter-Reformation
Council of Trent (1545-1563) when
he taught that the justification of a
sinner before God must make him
righteous (Latin: justus
facere=justificare="to make just”

or “tomakerighteous*) by infusing
(or putting into the sinner) therigh-
teousness of Christ.

Protestantsfrom L uther and Calvin
on had argued that justification oc-
curs by the imputation (the credit-
ing, charging or reckoning) of righ-
teousness to the sinner. Piscator
agreed that justification isby impu-
tation, but stated it thisway: “impu-
tation of justice” (or righteousness)
“and not imputing of sins” are“one
and the same thing.” In other
words, Piscator believed intheim-
putation of thework of Christ to the
sinner (not infusion; hence he op-
posed the Catholic doctrine), but
imputation equal s the satisfaction
of Christ’s death on the cross (His
so-called “ passive obedience”) and
no more. “ Justification is no other
thing than forgiveness of sins’
through Christ’s death on the cross.
Inthislittle book, Piscator avoided
joiningimputationwith therighteous
lifeof Christ (Hisso-called“active
obedience”) and, as we have seen
from the 17*" century actions of the

For Piscator justification flows from the work of
Christ, imputed to the believer and that work
consists solely in the forgiveness of sins at the

Cross.

Synaods of the Reformed Church of
France, even repudiates the impu-
tation of the righteous or obedient
lifeof Christtothesinner. That isto
say, for Piscator, justification flows
fromthework of Christ, imputed to
the believer and that work consists
solely in the forgiveness of sins at
the cross.

Holistic Justification

Now every Reformed and evangeli-
cal believer rejoicesin the cross of
Christ as a constituent element in
removal of the guilt of sin. Con-
comitantly, remission of sin cancels
the penalty which barsusfrom the
holy courtsof our righteous God. So
we praise God for the forgiveness
of sins as a constituent element of
our justification (Acts 13:38-39).
But every Reformed and evangeli-
cal believer is aware that removal
of guilt and punishment isinsuffi-
cient for acquittal in God's sight.
Our consciences, asit were, though
forgiven, are sensitive that we must
possess a positive righteousness
before God in order to cancel our
positive unrighteousness. (Kind of
like being back insidethe Garden of
Eden—because our sin penalty
through which we have been
evicted has been removed— but
consciousthat al isnot yet just right,
i.e., we are still not righteous in
God'ssight.)

Yes, Lord Jesus, remove the pen-
alty for our unrighteousness; but
dear Lord Jesus give us the righ-
teousness which will constitute us

acceptable in God's sight. And
Jesus says, “Take my righteous-
ness! Takemy righteouslife—all 33
yearsof it! Takeit—I giveittoyou
freely so that with me you may
stand righteousin God'ssight. | will
imputeto you not only the benefit of
my death on the cross (forgiveness
of sins), but | will also—graceupon
grace—imputeto you the benefit of
my life on the earth (righteous-
ness). Andin my resurrection from
thedeed, all of thiswill be confirmed
to you, dear believer!!”

In other words, our Reformed fa-
thersidentified the gloriouswork of
judtification with thewhole Chris—
hislife, hisdeath, his resurrection.
The unrighteousness which came
by the sin of Adam was remedied
by the righteousness of the second
Adam (as Paul argues in Romans
5:17-19). The death penalty which
came by the sin of Adam wasrem-
edied by the payment of that penalty
by the death of the second Adam
(as Paul argues in 1 Corinthians
15:22). And the confirmation of this
doubleimputation—righteousness
and forgiveness—wasvindicatedin
the resurrection from the dead of
the second Adam (as Paul arguesin
Romans 4:25). Justification is the
work of thewhole Christ: inHislife
(righteousness imputed), in His
death (forgivenessof sinimputed),
inHisresurrection (vindication de-
clared).

Truncated Justification
Piscator’srefusal to affirm the ben-

December, 2003

9




efit to sinners of the imputation of
the righteous life of Christ was a
truncation of the Reformed and bib-
lical doctrineof justification. In his
exposition of righteousnessissuing
from the declaration of thesinner’s
judtification, Piscator focusesexclu-
sively on the death of Christ. For
Piscator, righteousness unto justifi-
cation is found only in the single
event of Christ’sdeath onthe cross.
Whilethisisgood newsindeed, itis
only half (or onethird) of the“old,
old story of Jesus and Hislove.”

In order to stand justified/righteous
before God, we need righteous-
ness. Jesusgraciously givesusHis
righteousness by imputation (Ro-
mans 5:17). In order to stand justi-
fied/righteousbefore God, we need
forgiveness of the penalty of sin.
Jesus graciously diesin our place
and imputes forgiveness of sin
through His blood (Romans 3:25-
26; 4:7-9; 5:9). In order to stand
justified/righteous before God, we
need to beraised up in the status of
Christ our Savior. Jesusgraciously
raises us up together with Himself
in order that we may be declared
righteous and forgiven (Romans
4:25; Ephesians 2:6). What amar-
veloustreasureisthisholistic doc-
trine of justification by the life of
Chrigt, by thedeath of Chrigt, by the
resurrection of Christ.

Piscator’s Hesitation

Was Piscator so gun shy of infused
righteousnessin Bellarmine's (and
Rome’s) doctrine of justification
that he refused to consider any
righteousness—infused or im-
puted—asaground of judtification?
Thisintriguing question deserves
more reflection, but it is plausible
that in reacting against Rome'sin-
fused righteousness, Piscator over

reacted against historic
Protestantism’simputed righteous-
ness.

Itisalsopossiblethat Piscator could
not escape the limitations of the
human forensic declaration of jus-
tification. By this| mean, ahuman
judge may declare a penalty satis-
fied and thusa (penad) debt removed
(forgiven). But the human judge
cannot bestow the righteousness of
which the criminal isdeficient. No
debt payment will fill up the

Our Reformed
fathersidentified
thegloriouswork

of justification with

thewhole Christ —
hislife, hisdeath,
hisresurrection.

unrighteousness of a crime to the
level of perfect righteousness. Thus
“just” in the human forum is pay-
ment of penalty only. When the
penalty is paid, the judge may de-
clare “Not Guilty!” But the Lord
God, the Righteous Judge of all the
earth, is greater than any human
judge. Heisboth ableand willing to
remit thepenalty and congtitutethe
sinner righteousin Hissight onthe
basis of arighteousnesswhich per-
fectly fillsup the deficit measure of
unrighteousness which the sinner
has incurred. At the divine bar of
justice, asuperabundance of grace
isrevealed: forgiven and counted
righteous.

Is it possible that Piscator was

trapped by the limitations of the
human analogy and thus could not
conceive of justification other than
remission of judicial penalty? What-
ever the explanation, Piscator cuts
our precious justification off from
the whole Christ. | amjustified by
Hislife (in Christ’srighteousness, |
am accounted righteous); | am jus-
tified by His death (in Christ's
death, | am accounted forgiven); |
amjustified by Hisresurrection (in
Christ's resurrection, | am ac-
counted vindicated). All of these
gloriousredemptive-historical ele-
ments together as well as the
wholework of Christ together con-
stitute my justification before God.

Calvin and Piscator

Some have suggested that Calvin
agreed with Piscator. Piscator even
cited Calvin in support of hisown
position in his 1594 book against
Bellarmine: “we perceive that
Calvin makes the formal cause of
justification to beimputation of jus-
ticewhich otherwhere [elsewhere]
hecallsforgivenessof sins.” Andin
his Aphorisms, Piscator provides
thefollowing summary of Calvin's
doctrineof justificationinthe Insti-
tutes: “so whom the Lord shall re-
ceive to grace, them Heis said to
justify, that is, of sinnersto make
them righteous, and thisHe doth by
pardoning and discharging them
from their sins.” With Piscator
therefore, some have argued that
Calvin expressesjustification solely
in terms of forgiveness of sins.

It istrue that Calvin does connect
justification with forgiveness (asdll
Protestant and Reformed theol o-
gians do). But in his sermon on
Deuteronomy 21:22, 23, Cavin de-
clares, “Paul . . . saysthat because
we cannot attain to righteousness,
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but by fulfillingthelaw inall points,
and by being discharged by God, it
behooved our Lord Jesus Christ to
be subject to the law to the intent
that His obedience might now be
imputed unto us, and God accept
thereof as though we brought the
like obedience of our own.. .. And
so by that means we are taken for
righteousin Jesus Christ. Why so?
because He was obedient.”

And again Calvin says, “Our Lord
Jesus Christ hath fulfilled the law
and not failed in any one point or
iota thereof: now we be clothed
again with his righteousness, and
the sameis allowed unto us as our
own” (Sermon on Deuteronomy
27:4-6).

And finally, Calvin’s sermon on
Galatians 2:16: “Thus, since the
righteousness of thelaw isunattain-
able, and is something from which
we are utterly barred, we need to
find another righteousness. Put an-
other way, we need God to accept
us through His free grace. Instead
of God receiving anything fromus,
we need the obedience of the Lord
Jesus Christ to be imputed to us,
though we do not deserveit.”

It would seem that any plain read-
ing of thewhole Calvinand the his-
toric Reformed position onjustifica-
tion (asreflectedin her Confessions
and theol ogical compendia) would
concludewith the French Reformed
Confession of 1559: “We believe
that all our justification rests upon
the remission of our sins, in which
also is our only blessedness, as
saiththe Psalmist (Psalm 32:2). We
therefore reject al other means of
justification before God, and with-
out claiming any virtue or merit, we
rest simply in the obedience of
Jesus Christ, whichisimputed to us

asmuchto blot out al our sinsasto
make usfind grace and favor inthe
sight of God” (Article 18; notethe
explanation of this Article cited
earlier inthisessay under the head-
ing “French Reformed Synods”).

TheBelgic Confession of 1561 con-
tainsthefollowing chapter heading
for Article X XI11: “Our Justification
Consistsin the Forgiveness of Sin
and thelmputation of Christ’sRigh-
teousness’ (Schaff, The Creeds of
Christendom, 3:409; cf. Cochrane,

| am justified by
Hislife...l am
justified by His
death ... 1 am
justified by His
resurrection.

Reformed Confessions of the 16"
Century, 204).

Nearly a century later, the
Westminster Shorter Catechismre-
echoesthisteaching: “ Justification
is an act of God's free grace,
wherein he pardoneth al our sins,
and accepteth usasrighteousin his
sight, only for the righteousness of
Christ imputed to us, and received
by faith alone" (Question 33).

Rev. James T. Dennison, Jr.
is Academic Dean at North-
west Theological Seminary,
Lynnwood, Washington where
he also teaches Patristics.

Sovereign Grace

Sovereign “candle”’ inthenight,
Whenitisdark, nooneinsight,
Father, You my pilot be
So that | can clearly see.

Father, Thou,
my “night time eyes’,
Piercing through the cloudy skies,
Help, dear Father, so alone,
None to care and none to own!

Father, Thou, my “lighthouse” be;
When itisdark
and | scarce can see,
Penetrate the darkness grim.
Tremble great for none but Him.

Nicholas Vogel zang

Rev. Nicholas Vogelzang is a
retired Christian Reformed pastor
livingin Denver, Colorado. Heis
amember of theHillcrest CRCin
Denver.
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JesusChrigisLife

“In Himwas life, and that life was the light of men” (John 1:4).

If you take the time to read the
Gospel of John in one sitting, you
cannot help but notice the word
“life” isanimportant word to John.
John writesabout life often in con-
nection with Jesus Christ and the
life that He offers. In the twenty-
one chapters of John, the word
“life” appearsmorethan thirty-five
times. Addtothat therelated verb
“to live” and there are over fifty
referencesto Christ being thelifeof
theworld. What do all theserefer-
ences mean? What does it mean
that Jesus is the source of life or
that Heis"life” to you and me?

Physical Life

The first answer to that question
takes us all the way back to Gen-
esis. It wasthe role of the second
Person of the Trinity to givelifeto
al living thingsinthisworld. Itwas
theWord of God that created. John
writes: “InHimwaslife.” Inother
words, Johnisdeclaring that, first,
all of our physical lifecomesfrom
God through Jesus Christ. This
truthishinted at already in Genesis
1:26 where God says: “ Let usmake
man in our image.” A few verses
later we read: “The Lord God
formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nos-
trilsthe breath of life, and man be-
camealiving soul” (Genesis2:7).

When God formed man back inthe
beginning of creation, He did not
usesilver or gold. Hedid not watch
us evolve through the centuries.
God used dust. Plain old, ordinary
common, every day dust. Just like

the dust you find under your bed;
just like the dust you find on your
car after driving down a gravel
road. We are made out of the same
thing that the serpent wasgivento
eat when he received the curse
from God. Dust.

Even so, whenever | visit the hos-
pital to congratul ate anew mother,
| do not compare her newbornto a
vacuum cleaner bag. No, thereis
more to our creation than that. In
Genesis 2:7, we are told that we
are dust with the breath of God in
us. It isthat breath of God that
givesuslife. Itisthat bresth of God
that keeps us alive.

And what isthe breath of God? It
is that which goes forth from His
mouth: The Word, and that Word
isJesus Christ. Jesus, then, islife
tous- physical life. We have been
made through Him.

Spiritual Life

John writes about Christ'srolein
creation asthebeginner of physical
life so that we might be able to
understand Jesus asthe completion
of our spiritual life. Our being
made out of dust isonly theground
work [pardon the pun].

As John continues his gospel, he
writes more and more about our
spiritua life, and about our need for
Jesus Christinour livesbecause He
isour Mediator. Heis the answer
to Question 18 of the Heidelberg
Catechism. Just as Jesus, in the
beginning, is the source of our
physical life, so also, Jesus, in the
end, must be the source of your
spiritual life. Asunresponsiveasa
pile of dust iswithout the breath of
Godinit, sounresponsiveareisthe
human lifewithout Christinit.

In Ephesians 2:1-3, Paul writes
about what lifeislike without Jesus
Christ. It isamost horrible life:
dead intransgressionsand sins; fol-
lowing thewaysof theworld; grati-
fying the cravings of our sinful na-
ture; objects of wrath. What an
awful, horriblelife! Itisalifefilled
with sin. That isthe horrible condi-
tion we find ourselvesin without a
Savior and Mediator.

Inour natural statethereisnothing
we can do to improve ourselves
spiritually. Weare spiritually dead!
We arein desperate need for some-
one to give us life; someone to
breath in usonce again - not physi-
cally but spiritually! Thanksbeto
God that in the fullness of time He
provided a Savior and Mediator for
usin His own Son, Jesus Christ.

Following that awful life that Paul

But who isthis Mediator who isat oncetrue
God and a true, righteous man?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, who was made unto
us wisdom from God.
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describes in Ephesians 2, Paul de-
scribes anew, spiritua life: “But
because of His great love for us,
God whoisrichin mercy, made us
alive with Christ even when we
weredead intransgressions, itisby
grace you have been saved
(Ephesians 2:4, 5). What wonder-
ful, good news those words are!

A Mediator was given unto us to
giveuslife. Without thisMediator,
no one has ever breathed one
breath toward God. We caninhale
and exhdethefilthy air of thisworld
all day long, but until we live and
breath for Jesus Christ we remain
spiritudly dead. Christ cametogive
usspiritua life.

Eternal Life

With that spiritual life comes the
promise of eternal life. Already at
the beginning of John’s gospel we
see the great struggle between
Jesusthelifegiver and theforces of
death. We also see the outcome of
that struggle. The darkness could
not overcome Himwhoisthe Light
of the world. John writes about
how those forces of darkness
brought Jesus to trial; how they
crucified Him; and how they laid
Him in the tomb. He was dead.

But death could not hold Him. The
great Creator of physical life and
the giver of spiritual life could not
be contained by death. He con-
quered sin, death, and hell. Death
has been vanquished. Darknesshas
died. Hatred has been overcome.
None of the forces that so often
make our lives miserable are in
charge. Godisincharge. Heison
thethrone. His Sonisvictorious.

Whenyour lifeisin Him, then you
have the promise of thisvictorious
life, too. Paul wrote in Romans

10:18 “If you confess with your
lips that Jesusis Lord and you
believe in your heart that God
raised Him from the dead, you
will be saved.”

Through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Mediator, we not only have
physical lifeand spiritual life, but
we are given alife of such qual-
ity that it can never belost. Itis
eternd life.

Abundant Life

Through Jesus Christ we have
physical life, spiritual life, and
eternal life. What more could a
person possibly want? And yet,
thereismore! Jesussaid, “1 am
comethat you may havelife, and
that you may have it more abun-
dantly” (John 10:10).

Many Christiansclaimthey have
physical, spiritua, and eternal life
and they seem to be satisfied with
just that. They live miserable
livesfilledwithcomplaining. The
life that Jesus gives to us cer-
tainly is not supposed to be that
kind of life. Such alifeisre-
served for those who remain
dead in their trespassesand sins.

Our livesare meant to be abless-
ing to othersaswereflect thejoy
that we have in Christ. Filled
with the Spirit of God, an abun-
dant lifemust flow fromus. The
Christian lifeismorethan living
inthefirst part of the Heidelberg
Catechism. It is also knowing
that the perfect sacrifice has
been madefor usat Calvary and
that, through Christ, we are no
longer dead but made aive.

| have no doubt that everyone
who readsthis article has physi-
cal life. I think | can assumethat

most readers of The Outlook also
have spiritual life. | hope and pray
that you have eternal life through
Jesus Christ as your Savior. But do
you have abundant life? Knowing
that we can have peace with God
givento usthrough His Son, how can
we help but overflow with thejoy that
comes with the abundant life which
Christ has earned for us?

Rev. Wybren Oord is the
pastor of the Covenant United
Reformed Churchin Kaamazoo,
Michigan and editor of The
Outlook.
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Eval uating the New Perspective

on Paul (6)
Did Paul oppose “Legalism or “Boasting” in
Human Strength?

The last question we consider re-
garding Paul’s view of thelaw is
whether he articulated hisdoctrine
of justification over against alegal-
istic teaching of salvation uponthe
basis of works performed in obedi-
ence to the law. Though the new
perspective arguesthat thiswas not
asignificant problemin Paul’sday,
thereisevidencein Paul’swritings
that hisopponentswere putting their
confidence before God in their
works of obedience to the law.
There is also evidence that the
“boasting” of some of Paul’s Jew-
ish-Christian opponents was not
simply aboasting in national privi-
lege and distinction, but also a
boasting in their achievementsin
obeying the requirements of the
law of God.! Once again our proce-
durein addressing thisquestion will
be to consider briefly several key
passagesthat pertain to thissubject.

Romans 3:27-4:8

At the outset of this section of
Paul’s argument in the opening
chapters of Romans, the apostle
referstoakind of “boasting” that is
wholly excluded by the “law of
faith” (v. 27). The reason such
boasting is excluded is then set
forth, “For we hold that oneisjus-
tified by faith apart from works of
thelaw” (3:27-28). Theimplication
of this explanation is that some of
Paul’s opponents were tempted to
boast of their works performed in
obedienceto thelaw. Such boasting

inone’' sworksmilitates against the
truth of the gospel that Paul previ-
ously summarized in Romans 3:21-
26. If we are justified by God's
grace “as a gift, through the re-
demption that isin Christ Jesus,”
then it would be contrary to God's
grace in Christ to appeal to any
works of the law in respect to our

Thereisevidencein
Paul’s writings that
his opponents were
putting their
confidence before
God in their works of
obedience to the law.

justification. The boasting, then, to
which Paul refersin these verses
appearsto refer to akind of legal-
istic emphasis upon works of the
law as ameans of justification.

However, immediately after these
verses, Paul raisesthe question, “or
isGod the God of Jewsonly?1she
not the God of Gentiles also? Yes,
of Gentilesalso” (v. 29). Thisques-
tion, which Paul posesin conjunc-
tionwith hisexclusion of boasting,
leads some writers of the new per-
spective to argue that the problem
Paul identifiesin this passageisnot
legalism but Jewish exclusivism. E.

P. Sanders, for example, notesthat
there is no evidence that Paul op-
poseslegalisminthispassage. Ac-
cording to Sanders, Paul simply
observesin thispassagethat no one
isjustified by works and therefore
there is no ground for boasting.
Thereisno evidenceto suggest that
Abraham or any other member of
the Jewish covenant community
was boasting of their righteousness
before God.?

Dunn, as might be expected, takes
alittledifferent approach. The prob-
lem Paul isopposing, according to
Dunn, is “privileged status as at-
tested and maintained by the
law.”® The boast that Paul con-
demns, in thisapproach, isnot pri-
marily in the performance of works
of the law, which are regarded as
the basis for finding acceptance or
favor with God. Rather, the boast
that Paul condemnsisborn out of a
kind of Jewish exclusivism, which
regards God's covenant favor and
grace as a peculiar privilege re-
served to those who are Jews and
not Gentiles.

Though there may be an element of
truth in Dunn’sinterpretation, nei-
ther hisapproach nor Sanders' ad-
equately explains Paul’s argument
in this passage. When Paul sweep-
ingly rejectsall worksof thelaw as
the basis for our justification, itis
hardly likely that heisaddressing a
merely imaginary or hypothetical
opposition. Heis hardly “ shadow
boxing,” when he strongly speaks
of how boastingis* shut out” by the
law of faith (3:27). The rhetorical
question, “what becomes of our
boasting?’, isnot merely rhetorical.

Furthermore, when he suggests
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that Abraham, whose faith was
reckoned to him for righteousness,
has nothing to “ boast about before
God” (4:2), he makes a broad and
inclusive point about all human
boasting about works before
God. For this to be true, it is not
necessary to assumethat Abraham
washimself guilty of such boasting.
It only needsto be the case that, if
works were the basis for our justi-
fication, then we would have an
occasion for boasting.

However, asthe apostlevigorously
argues in Romans 4:4-8, the prin-
cipleoperativeinjustificationisthat
of grace and not of works. When
God justifiesthe ungodly, he counts
as righteous those who have not
worked and therefore have no
basis in themselves for a claim
upon God's grace. The kind of
boasting that most properly fitsin
this context, therefore, is not a
boasting inracial privilege or Jew-
ish distinctives, but in any perfor-
mance/work that might be regarded
asthe ground for our justification.
In other words, the argument of
Romans 3:27-4:8 constitutesafron-
tal attack upon any form of legal-
ism. Why would the apostle present
an argument that overreaches its
target? It ssemsmore probabl e that
he aimsthe arrow of his argument
at areal target.

It should also be observed that
thereissomething rather unlikely in
theexplanation of Dunn. Ashehim-
self acknowledges, the boast of
some in their “privileged status’
includedtheir claimto havereceived
thelaw and to maintain themselves
by it before God. It is hard to see
how this differsin any significant
way from the Reformation’sclaim
that Paul opposed legalism, when

heformulated hisdoctrine of justi-
fication. After al, boasting in the
privilege of covenant status, which
is confirmed and maintained by
means of the law, is hardly distin-
guishablefrom aboasting in works
before God. To share this boast,
one would have to become a Jew,
and to become a Jew, one would
haveto attest and maintain thissta-
tus by works.#

Romans 9:30-10:8

Romans 9:30-10:8 isan especially
important passage for the question
whether Paul opposed a form of

Boasting in the
privilege of covenant
status, which is
confirmed and
maintained by means
of the law, is hardly
distinguishable from a
boasting in works
before God.

legalism in his articulation of the
doctrineof judtification. Thecritical
guestion that Paul answersin this
passageiswhy many of hisJewish
kinsmen stumbled at the gospel of
Jesus Chrigt. Inthe opening sections
of Romans 9, the apostle argues
that the unbelief of the Jews does
not represent a failure of God's
Word. Throughout the course of
redemptivehistory, God's* purpose
of election” distinguished between
those who are “children of the
promise” and those who are not
(9:8, 11). Far from representing a
failure of God'sWord, the unbelief
of many of Paul’sfellow Jewswas

the occasion for the realization of
God'spurposeto bring salvationto
the Gentiles. In this way, God's
promise through Hosea is being
fulfilled, “ Those who were not my
people | will call ‘my people,” and
her who was not beloved | will call
‘beloved’” (9:25).

After providing thisinitial answer to
the question regarding I srael’s un-
belief, Paul in Romans 9:30-10:8
goesonto develop more specificaly
the occasion for Israel’ sresistance
to the gospel. Why, he asks, did
Israel “who pursued a law that
would lead to righteousness ... not
succeed in reaching that law”
(9:31)?

The answer isthat Israel “did not
pursueit by faith, but asif it were
based onworks’ (9:32). By pursu-
ing righteousness on the basis of
works, Israel “stumbled over the
stumbling stone” and thereby ful-
filled the prophecy of | saiah 28:16.
Thefault Paul findswith this pursuit
isnot smply that | sragl sought righ-
teousness on the basis of works.
Seeking to be obedient to thelaw of
God is not Israel’s offence. The
fault, according to the contrast Paul
drawsintheseversesat the close of
chapter 9, isthat thispursuit washot
“by faith.”

Thelikeliest explanation, therefore,
of Paul’s words at the close of
Romans9isthat heisexposing the
bad faith attempt on the part of
many within Israel to obtain arigh-
teousnessthat isbased upon works
or deeds performed in obedienceto
the law rather than upon faith in
Jesus Christ. It is noteworthy that
the “works” in question, as was
true of Paul’s use of thislanguage
in Romans 4, refer to any human
act or achievement that might be
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Rather than submitting to the righteousness of
God, which is granted to all who believe in
Christ, I srael sought to establish her own
righteousness.

regarded as meriting or earning a
wage. In other words, Paul seems
to opposeinthese versesmorethan
aJewish nationalism that insisted
upon obedience to boundary
marker requirements of the law.
Nothing in the immediate context
suggeststhat he speaksonly of such
things as circumcision or dietary
regquirements.

As if the point were not clear
enough at theend of Romans 9, the
apostle goes on at the outset of
chapter 10 to reiterate hisexplana
tion of the principal reason Israel
stumbled through unbelief. “For,
being ignorant of the righteousness
that comes from God, and seeking
to establish their own, they did not
submit to God’ srighteousness. For
Christistheend of thelaw for righ-
teousness to everyone who be-
lieves’ (10:3-4).

In these verses, the apostle explic-
itly characterizes the unbelief of
Israel as symptomatic of akind of
self-righteousness. Rather than
submitting to the righteousness of
God, which is granted to all who
believe in Christ, Israel sought to
establish her own righteousness.
The language Paul uses in these
verses is similar, as we shall see
below, to the language of
Philippians 3:9. It clearly suggestsa
strongly negative judgment upon
| sragl’ sattempt to obtain righteous-
ness by some other means than
through faithin Christ.

Furthermore, it can hardly be main-
tained that the only problem Paul
diagnosesisthat Israel had failedto
make the transition to the new cir-
cumstance in redemptive history.
Though thereisaconsiderable de-
bate regarding Paul’s use of the
language of Christ asthe “end” of
the law, the primary reason Paul
identifiesfor Israel’sfailureto be-
lievein Christ was her pursuit of a
righteousness of her own.

Undoubtedly, Israel’sunbelief rep-
resented, as proponents of the new
perspective argue®, apridein her
covenant privilege over against the
Gentilesand afailureto seethat the
law findsits fulfillment or goal in
Christ. But if the question is
pressed regarding the reason for
thisunbdlief, prideand failure, then
it can scarcely be denied that the
apostle ascribesit to Israel’s boast
in her own righteous observance of
the law.

An important part of Paul’s argu-
ment in this passageis his citation
of Leviticus 18:5 in Romans 10:5,
“For Moses writes about the righ-
teousness that is based on the law,
that the person who does the com-
mandments shall live by them.”
Since Paul also citesthispassagein
Galatians 3:12 inanegativeway to
arguethat life and blessing cannot
come by way of obedience to the
commandments of God, it is most
likely that he cites it here for the
same purpose. Though obedienceto
the commandmentsbringslifeand

blessing in fellowship with God,
such obedience lies beyond the
reach of anyone, including the zeal-
ous | sraelite who seeksto establish
thereby his own righteousness be-
fore God. Thus, Paul appeals to
Leviticus18:5, in the context of his
argument in this passage, to prove
thefutility of any attempt to pursue
righteousness by the law rather
than by faith. The citation of
Leviticus 18:5 confirmsthat Paul is
opposing a use of the law as a
means of justification by works.

Paul’suse of Leviticus18:5inthis
passage raises an interesting ques-
tion regarding the meaning of this
text initsorigina Old Testament
context. In that context, Leviticus
18:5 seemsclearly to be used posi-
tively to commend obedience to
God’'s commandments as the way
of blessing within the covenant
community. However, when Paul
citesthistext, he seemsto concede
the way it was used by his oppo-
nents as acommendation of secur-
ing righteousness before God
through obedience to the com-
mandments. Paul’s appeal to this
text seemsto approvethe“legalis-
tic” interpretation of it by unbeliev-
inglsrael.

Perhaps the best answer to this
guestionisone suggested by Moisés
Silva8 Accordingto Silva, itislikey
that Paul’suse of Leviticus18:5in
thispassageis“colored” by thein-
terpretation of hisopponents. Since
hisopponentswerelikely usingthis
text to support their pursuit of justi-
fication by obedience to the com-
mandments of God, Paul citesthis
text, in the limited setting of the
issue of justification, to prove that
the law cannot serve as the source
of our righteousness before God.
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Silvamaintains that, in other con-
texts, Paul could speak of thelaw in
the most positiveterms. In Romans
10:5, however, he turns the tables
on his opponents use of thistext by
arguing that the law cannot be
“life-generating,” thoughitmightin
other contexts be life-preserving.
Because Paul focuses exclusively
uponthelaw in respect tojustifica-
tion, he can arguethat the law can-
not play the role his opponents as-
cribe to it. The law, when viewed
narrowly (by itself, as consisting
merely of God's commandments),
only reminds us that the way to
obtain life and favor with God is
through faith in Christ rather than
through obedience to the law. The
law by itself enunciates a prin-
ciple—"do this and live’—that
compelsthe conclusion that justifi-
cation cannot come by the law but
only by faithin Christ.”

Philippians 3:2-11
Thelast passagewewill consider in
connection with the question of le-
galism is Philippians 3:2-11. This
passage is particularly interesting,
sinceit hasreceived quite adiffer-
ent interpretation among authors of
the new perspective than that com-
monly foundinthe Reformationtra-
dition.

E. P. Sanders, for instance, argues
that this passage should not beread
in overly personal terms. The
apostle Paul is basically arguing
that, now that salvation comes
through faith in Christ, thereisno

room |eft for the law asthe way of
righteousness. According to Sand-
ers, Paul isnot arguing in this pas-
sage against those who boast self-
righteously of their “own” righ-
teousness before God. When the
apostle says, for example, that his
life under the law wasa“gain” (v.
7), he speaks positively of the law
and itsusefulness prior to the com-
ing of Christ.®

For his part, Dunn treats this pas-
sage in the same context as many
othersin Paul’swritings. Therigh-
teousness that Paul rejects is a
Jewish covenantal exclusiveness,
which excludes Gentilesfrom par-
ticipating in the blessings of the
covenant. Paul is not opposing a
kind alegalismin this passage, but
aJewish claimto covenant privilege
and blessing that excludesthe Gen-
tiles.®

One of the more remarkable fea-
tures of the handling of this passage
by writersof the new perspectiveis
the way Paul’s representation of
hislifeunder Judaismisinterpreted.
When Paul declaresin this passage
that he was “as to righteousness,
under the law blameless,” he posi-
tively affirmshis own accomplish-
ments by the standard of the law of
God. Paul did not articulate hisdoc-
trine of justification on the basis of
any conviction that he was an in-
competent sinner, who was inca-
pable of doing what thelaw requires
and thereby commend himself to
God. To the contrary, the apostle

One of the more remarkable features of the
handling of this passage by writers of the new
perspective is the way Paul’s representation of his
life under Judaism is interpreted.

expresses a considerable confi-
dence in his own righteousness
when measured by the standard of
the law. The problem with the law,
accordingly, isnot that no one can
do what it requires and thereby be
justified.

Here, asin so many other placesin
Paul’s polemicsregarding justifica-
tion, the apostle either wants to
maintain that the law has been sup-
planted by the coming of Christ or
serves as abarrier to theinclusion
of the Gentiles. The problem with
those who boasted of their own
righteousness was not that they
werefailing to abide by therequire-
ments of the law. Indeed, Paul re-
gards himself as a paramount ex-
ample of someone whose righ-
teousness by the standard of the
law was “blameless” and exem-
plary. The problem lies elsewhere.

There are several difficulties with
thisreading of Philippians 3:2-11,
however. Inthefirst place, itisdif-
ficult to defend theideathat Paul in
this passage actually meansto as-
sert hisown “blamelessness’ by the
standard of the law. To be sure,
when compared to the boast of his
opponents, Paul doesnot hesitateto
compare himself favorably with
them. As much as anyone, Paul
asserts, he hastheright to place his
confidenceintheflesh. “If anyone
elsethinks he hasreason for confi-
dence in the flesh,” he notes, “I
have more: circumcised on the
eighth day, of the people of Isradl,
of thetribe of Benjamin, aHebrew
of Hebrews;, asto the law, a Phari-
see; asto zeal, a persecutor of the
church.” By the standard of blame-
lessness used by those whom he
opposes, Paul compares rather fa-
vorably. But does this mean Paul
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believed hisown righteousnesswas
sufficient to comment himto God's
favor? If we are to take his self-
testimony in other passages seri-
oudly, thishardly seemslikely.1°

Furthermore, the kinds of creden-
tialsthe apostle adducesin thispas-
sage to prove his “blamel essness’
by the standard of the law are in-
consi stent with theinterpretation of
this passage by Sandersand Dunn.
If the problem were primarily the
failure of his opponentsto seethat
savationisnow only through Christ
or the insistence that the Jews
have privileges from which the
Gentilesare exempt, why does Paul
speak of hisachievementsin such
broad terms? The law-righteous-
nessthat Paul describesin thispas-
sage exceed or go beyond what
Dunn and others refer to as the
“boundary marker” requirements
of the law. They concern a broad
range of acts of obedience born of
azeal to serve and obey God.

By describing hisrighteousnessin
these broad terms, Paul refutesthe
boast of those who were undoubt-
edly making similar claimsfor their
own accomplishments by the stan-
dard of thelaw. Moreover, if Sand-
ers were correct that the problem
with Paul’s opponentsiis that they
are not up-to-date so far asthe new
circumstancein redemptive history
is concerned, it is odd that the
apostle doesn’'t simply assert the
same. Why doesn’t the argument
of Philippians 3simply statethat the
problem with those who do not re-
ceive Christ by faithisthat they are
livinginthe past?

The actual argument of this pas-
sage, however, proceedsrather dif-
ferently. Paul not only assumesthat
his opponents are guilty of amis-

placed confidence in their own
flesh. They are also, on that ac-
count, unwillingtoreceivethat righ-
teousnessthat isfrom God by faith.
Thelanguage Paul usesthroughout
this passage is strongly personal
and even existential. He speaks of
those whose confidenceisin their
own flesh and righteousness (v. 4).
He al so speaks quite emphatically
inthefirst person, not only when he
compares his own righteousness
with theirsbut al so when he speaks
of the righteousness that is from

Thelaw-righteousness
that Paul describesin
this passage exceed or
go beyond what Dunn
and othersrefer to as
the “boundary marker”
requirements of the law.

God. In the strongest possible
terms, he states, “I count every-
thing loss for the sake of Christ.
Indeed, | count everything as loss
because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesusmy Lord. For
his | have suffered the loss of all
thingsand count them as rubbish, in
order that | may gain Christ and be
found inhim, not having arighteous-
ness of my own that comes from
the law, but that which comes
through faith in Christ, the righ-
teousnessfrom God that dependson
faith” (vv. 7-9).

For these reasons, it is difficult to
deny that Paul opposesin this pas-
sage akind of boasting in theflesh
that ischaracteristic of al legalism.
Rather than relying by faith upon

therighteousnessthat isfrom God,
thosewho placetheir confidencein
thefleshlook to their own achieve-
ments as the basis for their com-
mendation before God. Just asin
the case of the boasting Paul men-
tionsin Romans 3:27-28 and Ro-
mans 4:1-5, this boasting or confi-
dence reflects an unwillingness to
acknowledge God alone as the
sourceof our judtificationin Christ.
Such confidence fails to give the
praise and honor to God towhom it
properly belongs.tt
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| first met Larry when he was 19
yearsold. My family and | had
moved to a West Michigan
Community where | had accepted
the call to serve awell established
congregation. It wasthe spring of
theyear. | wasinvited to teach the
Biblelesson for the Men's Society
whichwastill meeting. Following
thefirst meeting which | led, one of
the older men in the Bible Study
approached me. He asked meif |
knew the young man who had
participated actively in the Bible
discussion. When | replied that |
did not, he said, “That’'s Larry, he
has terminal cancer.” Soon after
that | invited Larry tovisit meinthe

study.

| learned that Larry had been a
college freshman when he found
out about histermind illness. | aso
found out that Larry had a steady
girlfriend and that he was an
outdoorsman. After some further
conversation | asked him, “What's
it like to be nineteen and to know
that you are dying?”’

| remember hisanswer asthough it
wasjust yesterday that it wasgiven.
He said, “All the things that mean
the most to me, my family, my girl
friend, my canoe, my fishing are
just ahandful in comparisontowhat
iswaiting for mein heaven.”

Larry was interested in the life of
the church. During the summer
monthsheand | spent an afternoon
attending the annual synod of the
denomination of which our church
was a part. Then the times of
hospitalization became more

frequent. We talked about many
thingsas | visited him. We talked
about the Bible, about the
Heidelberg Catechism, especially
the first question and answer. We
planned hisfuneral. Hewanted me
to use thewords of |1 Corinthians
5:1-10 He had also selected the
songs to be sung.

Onthelast day of hislifel visited
him at the hospital late in the
morning. He was experiencing
some added physica discomfort. A
Christian nurse had directed his
attentionto Romans8:18 so | read
those words and the verses
surrounding themto him. Wetalked
about them briefly. A few hours
later he personally experienced the
realitiesof that glory withwhichthe
sufferings of this present life cannot
be compared.

I remember that the older
members of the church used to
speak of “dying grace”. Asl reflect
upon Larry’s testimony in the face
of death | am reminded of the
reality of that grace given to the
children of God, young as well as
older so that they may not only live
but also die in the assurance that
“with body and soul they are not
their own but belong to their faithful
savior the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Rev. Art Besteman is an
emeritus minister in the United
Reformed Church. Heisamem-
ber of the Bethany URC inWyo-
ming, Michigan.
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LookingAbove

A Sries on The Revelation of Jesus Christ

Christ in the Midst of the
Lampstands

We have before us the wonderful
climax of chapter 1: the vision of
the gloriousand exalted Christ. In
the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, John
hearsthevoiceof the Savior, likea
mighty trumpet blast (vv. 10-11), he
then turnsto seethevoicein verse
12: “Andhavingturned | saw seven
golden lampstands...”

Thefirst thingswhich John seesin
the vision are the seven golden
lampstands. John does not behold
thelampstand that stood inthe Old
Testament tabernacle - that
lampstand that served asaconstant
reminder of the presence of God.
John beholds no such shadow. John
beholds the reality. John beholds
the presence of God Himself! John
does not stand in the tabernacle
made with human hands. John
standsin the tabernacle made with-
out hands— eternal in the heavens.
John does not stand in the shadow.
John standsin the reality.

John's attention is arrested, then,
not by the lampstands, but by the
Onewho standsin the midst of the
lampstands. Noticethat John gives
no description of the seven
lampstands, other than to say they
are golden. But his description of
the Onewho standsin the midst of
the lampstands is lengthy and de-
tailed.

Christ stands in the midst of the
lampstands, and is described as

“Onelikethe Son of Man”, arefer-
ence taken from Daniel 7:13.

Heisclothed with agarment down
to His feet, as the Great High
Priest. Thefact that Heis clothed
with a garment down to His feet
tellsusthat Heisno longer offering
sacrifices of blood, for in that case
the garment would have been taken
up by meansof thegirdle. Hisgar-
ment hangs down to His feet, be-
cause the great and final sacrifice
for sins has been paid; and it has
been paid infull. Itisfinished.

Nevertheless, He does continue to
wear the golden band about His
chest. Though thework of thefinal
sacrificeiscomplete, Christ contin-
ues to serve as the High Priest of
the Church. Heisstill servesinthe
Great Tabernacle where He ever
livestointercedefor Hispeople, as
our Great High Priest.

The description continues. His
head and hair werewhitelikewool,
as white as snow. This was the
description that was given to the
Ancient of Days in the book of
Daniel. Itisnow given to Christ.
Christ is God; He is One with the
Father. Heisthe Ancient of Days
- the everlasting God, without be-
ginning of daysor end of life. Heis
the Alphaand the Omega, the First
and the Last, the One who is and
who was and who is to come, the
Almighty.

Hiseyesarelikeaflameof fire. He
isthe Great King - the Great King
who judges- the Great King-Judge

who knowsthethoughtsandintents
of theheart. Withthoseeyeslikea
flame of fire, He knowsand judges
the deepest secrets of man’'s heart.

His feet were like fine brass, as if
refined in a furnace. He s pure
and those who would dwell in His
presence must be pure, even asHe
is pure; they must be holy even as
Heisholy.

Hisvoiceis as the sound of many
waters. Likethethundering of the
waters upon the rocks of the shore,
so isthe voice of the Almighty. It
isthevoicethat is heard the world
over.

He had in His right hand, seven
stars (more on that below).

Out of Hismouth went asharp two-
edged sword. The Word of God —
sharper than any double-edged
sword - proceeds from His mouth,
and by that Word He shall judgethe
nations. Here He is set before us
as the Great Prophet - the Pros-
ecutor of the Covenant, who will
judge by the Word of His mouth.

And finally, His countenance was
like the sun shining inits strength.
Heisthe Bright and Morning Star;
Heisthe Dayspring from on High.
He isthe Light that shinesin the
darkness. He isthe Light of the
World.

Thisdescription of Christ as“One
likethe Son of Man” istaken from
Daniel 7, achapter that openswith
these words: “In the first year of
Belshazzar, king of Babylon, Dani€l
had adream and visions of hishead
while on his bed. Then he wrote
down the dream, telling the main
facts. Daniel spoke, saying, ‘| saw
in my vision by night, and behold,
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thefour winds of heaven were stir-
ring up the Great Sea. And four
great beasts came up from the sea,
each different from the other...."”
(Danid 7:1-3).

We have here nothing less than a
description of the Satanic enter-
prise. Satan is bringing forth a
kingdom in hisown likeness. Did
you noticethewordsof verse2? It
tells of the four winds hovering
over the sea. Sound familiar?
Genesis 1:2, and the Spirit of God
hovered over the waters...! In
fact, the same Hebrew word,
ruach which is translated in Gen-
esis1:2 as Spirit, isused again here
in Daniel 7:2, and is translated,
“wind.” InDaniel 7 Satanisact-
ing creatively over the Great Seato
establish hiskingdom.

The four beasts that are then de-
scribedin verses 4-8 arethe agents
of Satan ascending from the pit of
hell to do hishidding. With each of
the four beasts, thereisan intensi-
fication of destruction and wicked-
ness. Things grow progressively
worse as Satan builds hiskingdom.

Thepictureisparallel to that which
we haveinthebook of Revelation.
Asyou makeyour way through the
book of Revelation - through each
of the seven sections - the picture
of evil intensifies. Horror and dev-
astation are described morevividly.
Thingsdo not get better. Thingsget
worse. Bear in mind that what is
being described in Daniel 7 and
what isbeing described in the book
of Revelation is the time period
from Christ’s first coming to His
last. Thismeansthat weareliving
in the midst of the increase of cor-
ruption, theincrease of wickedness,
theincrease of evil, theincrease of
sin, theincrease of the kingdom of

Satan. Yes, Satan has formed and
fashioned akingdom after hisown
likeness; and in our day that king-
dom continuesto grow in strength
and in number.

That increase in wickedness, that
increasein Satan’ skingdom, contin-
uesuntil thefinal act of judgmentin
Daniel 7. “*1 watched till thrones
were put in place, and the Ancient
of Days was seated; His garment
was white as snow, and the hair of
His head was like pure wool. His
thronewasafiery flame, itswheels
aburningfire; afiery streamissued
and came forth from before Him.
A thousand thousands ministered to
Him; ten thousand times ten thou-
sand stood before Him. The court
was seated, and the books were
opened.’” | watched then because
of the sound of the pompouswords
which the horn was speaking; |
watched till the beast was slain,
and itsbody destroyed and givento
the burning flame. Asfor the rest
of the beasts, they had their domin-
iontaken away, yet their liveswere
prolonged for a season and atime.
‘| waswatching inthenight visions,
and behold, One like the Son of
Man, coming with the clouds of
heaven! Hecameto the Ancient of
Days, and they brought Him near
before Him. Then to Him was
givendominionandglory and aking-
dom, that all peoples, nations, and
languages should serve Him. His
dominionisan everlagting dominion,
which shall not passaway, and His
kingdom isthe onewhich shall not

bedestroyed'” (7:9-14). Inthisfi-
nal act of judgment the Satanic
kingdom is destroyed, even as the
kingdom of the Son of Manisestab-
lishedinall of itsglory forever and
ever.

This Son of Man — destroyer of
Satan’s kingdom (Daniel 7:9-12)
and King of the eternal kingdom
(Daniel 7:13-14) — is the Son of
Man whom John beheld! Isit any
wonder that John fallsdown at the
feet of Jesus Christ as dead? We
cannot even bear a glimpse at the
sun. But John beholdstheglory of
Onewhose countenance shineslike
the sun in the fullness of its
strength! Is it any wonder that
John fallsdown at the feet of Jesus
Christ as a dead man?!

Yet Jesus Christ lays Hisright hand
upon John and saysto Him, “Do not
be afraid; | am the First and the
Last.” And Jesusproceedsto give
Johntheinterpretation of thevision.
“l am Hewho lives, and was dead,
and behold, | am diveforevermore.
Amen. And | have the keys of
Hadesand of Death” (1:18). “l am
the One, John, who entered death.
| amthe One, John, who entered the
grave. | am the One, John, who
entered the pit of hell. | am the
One, John, who hasdone battlewith
the great Serpent. | am the One,
John, who has become the death of
death. | am the One, John, who
hasburied deathinthegrave. | am
the One, John, who has stormed the
gates of hell. | am the One, John,
who has slain the dragon. | live,

Satan has formed and fashioned a kingdom after
his own likeness; and in our day that kingdom
continues to grow in strength and in number.
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The background of John’svision in Revelation 1
isfound in Daniel 7, but thereisa great
difference.

John! Though | was dead, John, |
am alive forevermore! | have the
keys of Hades, John! | have the
keys of Death, John! Do not be
afraid, John! | am greater than the
evil one! | am greater than the ser-
pent! | am greater than the dragon!
| am greater than the devil! | am
greater than Satan! My kingdom s
greater than hiskingdom! My king-
domisan everlasting kingdom! Do
not be afraid!”

Thebackground of John’svisionin
Revelation 1 isfound in Daniel 7,
but thereisagreat difference. Do
you seeit? Itisthe key to under-
standing the message of thevision!
Daniel sees the increase of
Satan’s kingdom before He sees
the glory of Christ. John seesthe
glory of Christ before he sees the
increase of Satan’s kingdom. The
order has been reversed!

Do you understand the message?!
Do you understand the point?! In
His death and resurrection, Jesus
has begun the crushing of Satan’s
head! In His death and resurrec-
tion, Jesushasbound Satan! Satan,
and hiskingdom, areunder the con-
trol of Christ the King!

This is the message that Christ
would givetothechurch. NoteHis
command to John, verse 19: “Write
thethingswhichyou have seen, and
thethingswhich are, and the things
which will take place after this.”
Even as things continue to get
worse and worse, we need not be
pessimistic. We need not hang our
heads|ow with adefeatist attitude,

for Christ theKingiswith us. Look
at the words of verse 20, “The
mystery of the seven stars which
you saw in My right hand, and the
seven golden lampstands: the
seven stars are the angels of the
seven churches, and the seven
lampstands which you saw are the
seven churches.”

Chrigt, the King, isin the midst of
thelampstands. He abideswith His
Church. The Church belongs to
Him! O Church of Jesus Christ,
you belong to the Son of Man who
waks in the midst of the
lampstands! You belong to the One
clothed with a garment down to
His feet! You belong to the One
girded about the chest with a
golden band! You belong to the
Onewhose head and hair arewhite
like wool, as white as snow! You
belong to the One whose eyes are
like flames of fire! You belong to
the One whose feet are like fine
brass, as if refined in a furnace!
You belong to the Onewhose voice
is as the sound of many waters!
You belong to the One who holdsin
Hisright hand the seven stars! You
belong to the One out of whose
mouth goes a sharp two-edged
sword! You belong to the One
whose countenance is like the sun
shining in the fullness of its
strength!

O Church of Jesus Christ, you be-
long to the OnewhoistheFirst and
the Last! You belong to the One
who lives, who was dead, and be-
holdwhoisaliveforevermore! You

belong to the One who holds the
keys of Hades and Death! You
belong to Christ the King! He has
gathered you; He protectsyou; and
Hewill preserveyoutodl eternity!

“What do you believe concerning
the*holy catholic church’? | believe
that the Son of God, through His
Spirit and Word, out of the entire
human race, from the beginning of
the world to its end, gathers, pro-
tects, and preserves for Himself a
community chosen for eterna life
and unitedintruefaith. And of this
community | amand awayswill be
aliving member.” Praise God!

Rev. Brian Vosis the Pastor
of the Trinity United Re-
formed Churchin Caledonia,
Michigan. Heis also the
President of the Board of
Reformed Fellowship.
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ClasssMichigan Summary
October 14, 2003

It was arainy day when Classis
Michigan met at the beautiful new
facility of Trinity United Reformed
Church in Caledonia, Michigan.
Chairman Rev. Brian Vos led the
delegatesin singing and opened the
meeting with prayer.

Two overturesfor implementation
at classis were approved.

The first dealt with the method in
which the churches answer the
guestions to Church Order Article
26. In the past, these questions
were answered “yes” or “no” on
the credentials. Classis approved
that each church will provide brief
answers to the questions on the
back of their credentialsto classis.
In addition, the clerk will assign
some of the churchesto give afive
minute, detailed oral report of how
they are implementing these
guestions.

Classis also approved an overture
requesting an additional Church
Visitor. Rev. A. Besteman was
assigned the role.

Classis also approved two
overtures for Synod 2004.

The first dealt with the manner in
which members of the Committee
for Ecumenical Relations and
Church Unity are selected and how
long their termsshould be. Classis
agreed that nominations should
come from each classis and that
the terms should be three years.

The second overturefor Synod was
divided into three separate
overtures. These overtures request
that Synod declare that:

a. All homosexual desires
and actions are sins that are
condemned by the Word of God
and the confessional standards of
the URC.

b. Abortion is a sin
condemned by the Word of God
and the confessional standards of
the URC.

c. Theteaching that there
was any human death or animal
death beforethe Fall in Paradiseis
afalse doctrine condemned by the
Word of God and the confessional
standards of the URC.

Theremainder of the day was spent
considering four appealsinregards
to discipline matters. The serious
and deliberative manner in which
the delegates of classis considered
the matter before them was
commendable. After amost eight
hours of discussion, the classis
voted with onevoice not to sustain
the appeals. Classis advised the
appellantsto repent of their sin, seek
reconciliation with their Council,
and show the proper respect for
thosein spiritual authority over them
as required by God Himself.
Classis also appointed two
ministers to serve as mediatorsin

facilitating the reconciliation.

Rev. W. H. Oord
Clerk of Classis

Providence Christian
College

A confessionally Reformed,
four-year liberal arts collegeto
be established in Ontario,
Cdlifornia, invitesapplications
for thefollowing positions:

Academic Dean
Faculty
* Biblical and Theological
Studies
* Biology/Math
* English/Communication
* History
Dean of Students
Librarian
Director of Development
Business Manager
Student Recruiter

Further informationisavailable
at
wwwi.providencechridiancollege.org

Send all application materials
to:

Personnel Director
Providence Christian College,
P.O. Box 4326

Ontario, CA 91761
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Jerome Julien

Hoeksema, Herman. Righteous by
Faith lone: A Devotional Com-
mentary on Romans. Edited by
David Engelsma. Grandville, MI:
Reformed Free Publishing Associa-
tion, 2002. xxvi. 702 pp., including
Scripture Index and short bibliogra-
phy. $41.95 US, hardcover. Re-
viewed by Rev. Jerome Julien.

For thelion’sshare of hisministry,
Rev. Herman Hoeksema brought
God's Word to one of the largest
Reformed congregations in the
United States, the First Protestant
Reformed Church of Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Alwaysabrilliant and
powerful preacher, his series of
sermons were well received by
God'speople. Some of these series
have been published. Hereisan-
other: aseries of ninety-seven ser-
mons on the Epistle of Paul to the
Romans.

The fact that we have this marvel-
ouscollectionisthanksto Mr. Mar-
tin Swart who was a member of
First PRC until his death in 1977.
Mr. Swart loved God's Word and
set out to make as many transcripts
of the messages of his minister as
he could. Hisgreat legacy to the
Church of Jesus Christ - not only to
the Protestant Reformed Churches
- was a collection of sixty-nine
notebooks containing complete se-
ries of sermons on the Heidelberg
Catechism. When one reads these
sermons, one is aware of why that
large church building seating per-
haps twelve hundred people was

;n@ Book Review

always full. At times there was
standing room only to hear the great
preacher.

These sermonshave been goneover
and edited by Professor David
Engelsma. Do not let the word
“edited” troubleyou, however. This
reviewer hasin his possession pho-
tocopiesof all the English sermons
in the Swart collection. Random
comparisons show that Professor
Engelsma has done a magnificent
job of preparing these sermonsfor
print.

While the sermons in this volume
do not cover all the versesin the
epistle, they givetherunning signifi-
cance of thismarvelousbook which
god has given to us through the
Apostle Paul. Theresultisaclear
and smple presentation of the Gos-
pel, and yet, a presentation that
thankfully hastheological content.
In what other way can Romans be
properly preached?

Those who would criticize
Hoeksemafor not preachingwith a
practical and personal emphasis
must read these sermons. Already
inthefirst sermon on Romans 1:1-
4, entitles “Separated Unto the
Gospel”, the author concludes his
powerful message: “Do you say to
the Son of God, ‘Our Lord Jesus
Christ, to whom | belong’? Then
this gospel is yours, and you can
rejoice and say, ‘I then, having
been justified by faith, have peace
with God.””

I n another message (Romans 1:18),
Heoksemawrites, “...her who says,
‘There is no hope for me,” and
says, ‘Be merciful to measinner,’
and seeks his righteousness in the
risen Lord, will no more taste the
wrath of God.”

Many passages stand out in their
warmth and spiritual blessing. The
messages demonstrate a concern
for theflock God had given to Rev.
Heoksema to serve (p. 544f).
Beautifully Rev. Hoeksemawould
lay out the Gospel (p. 671). Hewas
very up to date, and remains so to-
day. He asked, “Do the all things
that are out of God also include
evil?” Rev. Hoeksema answers
that question on page 572. Like
today, many parents had a deep
concern for their wayward chil-
dren. Rev. Hoeksemaspoketo that
deep hurt in his sermons (p. 402f).

Every minister will benefit from
thisvolume, not only for clear ex-
egesisand theology, but alsofor the
pattern of sermon construction
taught by examplein this volume.
Readers will be as spiritually
bl essed as were the people who sat
inthe pewsto originally hear these
messages. With perhaps one or
two exceptions, each chapter issix
or seven pageslong. A Devotional
Commentary on Romansis highly
recommended. It can and should
be used for devotional reading!

Rev. Jerome Julien isaminis-
ter in the United Reformed
Church. Heteachesfull time at
Zion Christian School in Byron
Center, Michigan.
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Sound Bites

The Outlook - 1979

January 1979

“Much of today’s evangelical
|awl essness seemsto bethefruit of
an evangelical aimlessness.”

Christianity Has a Moral
Backbone
KlausBockmuhl

“In many casesit’s not hard to
determine what the Bible actually
says, but it’s another matter
whether wereally want to commu-
nicate what the Bible says to our
modern world.”

Rejecting the Doctrine of Hell
JelleTuininga

February 1979

“Itispossible, of course, for the
purpose of analysis and theorizing
about the path to confessional dec-
laration to distinguish the two
strands of Bible and confession.
But after such analysis, when the
practice of teaching, preaching,
believing, evangelizing, etc. isun-
dertaken, such distinctionshave no
functional significance.”

Creed in Crisis
Nelson D. Kloosterman

March 1979

“Itisafalacy to try to educate
anyone to be an intelligent viewer
of filth.”

IsIt Right to Sin?
Cecil W. Tuininga

April 1979

“Marrying a partner without a
common faith in Christ ... means
that one placeshismarriage outside

the only saving fellowship. Apart
from Christ your only fellowshipis
with thefirst Adam, whichisafel-

lowship of sin and death.”
The Wedding Feast At Cana
John H. Piersma

“Unlessweclear up our view of
inspiration, and once again become
like children in our approach to
Scripture, wearenot going to solve
the problems facing us today, but
will instead be faced with more
such prablemsin the future.”

The Bible's Inspiration
JelleTuininga

May 1979

“Reformed churches have al-
ways upheld the right and duty of
believersto secedefroma’ church’
when it no longer manifestsclearly
the marks of atrue church.”

“The church which refuses to
di stinguish between truth and error
hasaready in principle surrendered
to the devil.”

Secession: Snor Chrigtian Duty?
Peter De Jong

June 1979

“There are limits to the tension
that adenomination can bear with-
out coming to the breaking point.
Important and preciousasthey may
be, if peace and unity can be main-
tained only at the cost of compro-
mising the authority of Scriptureas
our only rulefor faith and practice,
their priceisjust too high.”

CRC Synod of 1979
John Vander Ploeg

“In an erawhen amorality, im-
morality, secularism, sensuality and
humanism are rampart and we all
have become more liberal in our
personal behavior and manner of
living (thereisno senseintrying to
deny it) we are petitioned to lower
the bar still more and approve
morally questionable entertain-
ment.”

An Alarming Trend
Henry Baker

July 1979

“Christians must show a great
love for the Muslims. The legacy
of mistrust and misunderstanding
must be replaced by respect and
concern for their spiritual welfare.”

What Do You Say to 120
Million Muslims?
Bassam Madany

October 1979

“The crux of the matter is, of
course, that if wewould stop allow-
ing theworld to write the agenda of
the church in the first place, we
would be way ahead of the game.
But the church still likes to swing
with every new fad that comes
along in society - and then try to
baptize it with “ Christian prin-
ciples.”

“We would be much better off if
we were not so much enamoured
by the spirit of the age, but more
governed by the Spirit whichisfrom
above.”

Reactions to the Synod
JelleTuininga
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The Board of The Reformed
Fellowship, along with the
Editor of The Outlook,
thank you for the support
you have shown us
throughout this year. Our
prayer for all our readersis
that you may have a
blessed holiday season,
remembering the true
meaning of Christmas and
delighting in the joy and
comfort that comes in
knowing the Prince of
Peace.




